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Thatcher  endorses  Hague  and  denounces  rival’s  incredible  partnership 

‘The  alliance  of  opposites’ 


Clarke 
looks  to 
pact  for 
victory 


Michael  White 
Political  Ecfitor 


JOHN  Redwood's 
decision  to 
throw  his  politi- 
cal fortune  in 
with  Kenneth 
Clarke  last  night 
tipped  the  Tory 
leadership  race  back  in  the 
former  chancellor’s  favour 
despite  ferocious  accusations 
of  cynical  opportunism  from 
supporters  of  WDliam  Hague 
— including  Lady  Thatcher. 

At  the  end  of  one  of  the 
most  astonishing  days  of  in- 
trigue in  modem  Tory  his- 
tory, the  new  “Ken  and  John" 
camp  was  claiming  that  Mr 
Clarke  has  more  than  enough 
Redwood  votes  — 19  out  of  38 
— * to  win  the  party  leadership 
in  tonight's  third  ballot  De- 
fectors were  also  coming 
across fiomHague,  they  said. 

Both  sides  remained  jittery 
enough  to  admit  the  result 
could  be  very  close.  With 
unity  the  new  buzzword,  they 
promised  to  run  an  ‘ inclu- 
sive'’ party  with  shadow  jobs 
for  all  five  of  the  original 
contenders  if  they  wanted 
them. 

Lady  Thatcher,  finally 
forced  off  the  fence  by  the 
"Anyone  But  Clarke”  drive, 
toured  the  Commons  tea- 
room, holding  Mr  Hague  — at 
36  exactly  half  her  age  — by 
the  hanij 

"He  stands  for  the  things  I 
believe  in  — above  all  he 
offers  a clear  vision  of  Britain 
as  a free,  sovereign  nation 
with  control  over  its  own  af- 
fairs,” the  former  premier 
said. 

"The  Conservative  Party 


Kenneth  Clarke  and  John  Redwood  at  a press  conference  yesterday — a “marriage  made  in  heaven’  or  a ‘despicable  act* 


would  put  the  Tories  on  the  I Mr  Hague  himself  called  his  ] coup,  sealed  by  a joint  state- 


must  rally  round  a position  of  road  to  recovery  after  their  rivals’ pact  "a  deal,  not  a solu-  men!  on  policy,  could  still 


principle  — not  try  to  seek 


defeat  Others  dis-  tion",  and  his  allies  predicted  rebound  on  the  pair  when 


refuge  in  an  incredible  alii-  missed  it  as  a wicked  betrayal  it  would  quickly  crack  over  wavering  MPs  have  slept  on  it 


amce  of  opposites,  which  can  — "one  of  the  most  contempt-  Europe. 


only  lead  to  further  grief  ” 


and  consulted  local  activists. 


tide  and  despicable  acts”  In  j Mr  Clarke  and  Mr  Red-  But  Mr  Clarke,  who  started 


But  the  announcement  of  a memory.  Sir  Peter  TapseU  wood,  who  made  a number  of  the  six-week  campaign  as  the 


mid-morning  pact  between  ( protested. 


jovial  joint  media  appear-  likely  runner-up,  has  won 


the  left-leaning  Mr  Clarke  and  Norman  Lamont,  a former  ances,  denied  it.  They  every  popularity  test  so  far,  at 

the  arch-Eurosceptic  Mr  Red-  Redwood  ally,  called  the  move  stressed  that  they  were  both  Westminster  and  outside.  He 
wood  — cemented  by  the  “breathtaking  cynicism.”  Mr  "big  hitters,”  men  of  princi-  was  lobbying  hard  last  night 
promise  of  the  shadow  chan-  Redwood,  now  46.  preferred  pie,  who  had  agreed  to  differ  The  centre-right  Mr  Hague, 
cellorship  for  the  former  the  phrase  “honourable  over  the  single  currency  issue  who  became  frontrunner  in 
Welsh  Secretary  — split  the  peace”.  Privately  he  admits  but  had  a lot  in  common.  this  seesaw  election  after 


right  wide  open.  Redwoodite 
MPs  dived  in  both  directions 


finally  declared  her  support 
in  a pavement  photo-opportu- 
nity. 

Her  intervention  prompted 
Mr  Clarke  to  ask  why  she  had 
taken  so  long  to  decide  his 
rival  was  “the  epitome  of  her 
government  . . . she  wouldn't 
endorse  him  before". 

The  realpolhik  answer  to 
that  question,  as  Mr  Clarke 
must  know,  was  that  she  is 
determined  to  stop  a man 
backed  by  the  old  cabinet's 


he  wanted  to  end  his  “wilder-  Mr  Clarke  said:  "This  is  not  beating  all  three  rightwing  pro-European  heavyweights, 


ness  years"  since  1996  and  an  agreement  that  has  been  candidates  in  last  week's  first 


or.  in  a few  cases,  said  they  f there  is  little  love  lost  be-  entered  into  for  the  next  24  round,  put  a bold  face  mi  yes- 


would  abstain. 

Some  of  the  164  Tory  MPs 
called  the  deal  a “marriage 
made  in  heaven”  which 


tween  him  and  Mr  Hague,  hours.  This  agreement  is  for  terday  morning’s  setback. 


who  took  over  (and  Changed)  five  years  at  least.” 
his  policies  at  the  Welsh  '•  In  a highly  chai 
Office.  sphere  the  Clarke 


including  her  own  mortal 
enemy.  Michael  Heseltine. 
who  would  almost  certainly 


five  years  at  least.”  staging  a glitzy  mini-rally  In  a serve  in  a Clarke  shadow 

In  a highly  charged  atmo-  Westminster  restaurant  team  — as  be  would  not 
sphere  the  Glarke-Redwood  shortly  before  Lady  Thatcher  under  Mr  Hague. 


Surprise  twist  to  Aitken  case  as  documents  surface 


QC  seeks  to  cross-examine 
ex-minister  on  new  evidence 


Luke  Harding  . 

THE  Jonathan  Aitken 
libel  case  took  an  ex- 
traordinary turn  last 
night  following  the  disclosure 
of  new  documents  concerning 
the  former  MPs  stay  at  the 
- Paris  Rite-  In  an  unusual 
. move,  George  Carman,  QC  for 
the  Guardian  and  Granada 
TV.  sought  permission  to  re- 
examine Mr  Aitken  over  his 
visit  to  the  hotel  in  September 
1993  while  he  was  minister 
for  defence  procurement 


Mr  Aitken  is.  accused,  of 
allowing  an  Arab  business  as- 
sociate to  pay  his  hotel  bin  in 

breach  of  ministerial  guide- 
lines. He  insisted  last  week, 
giving  evidence  on  oath,  that 
his  wife  Lolida  bad  paid  the 

bill  after  travelling  from  Swit- 
zerland to  Paris.  He  also  de- 
nied lying  about  the  weekend 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
House  of  Commons  and  fixe 
Cabinet  Secretary,  Sir  Robin  i 
Butler. 

Mr  Carman  also  applied  to 
Mr  Justice  Popplewell  for  a 
British  Airways  investigator. 


Wendy  Harris,  to  give  evi- 
dence to  the  court  A witness 
statement  from  Miss  Harris 

was  produced  at  4pm  yester- 
day anrf  given  to  Mr  Aitken 
and  his  legal  team. 

The  court  was  adjourned 
for  10  minutes  while  Mr ’Ait- 
ken  and  foe  judge  digested  its 
contents. 

Mr  Carman  then,  told  the 
judge:  “I  have  two  applica- 
tions for  your  lordship.  One  is 
to  cad  the  witness  Miss  Har- 
ris. The  second  is  a conse- 
quence of  the  contents  of  her 
statement  and  the  documents 
appertaining  to  it,  and  to  fur- 
ther documents  relating  to 
car  hire  in  Switzerland. 

‘These  have  been  disclosed 
In  the  last  five  minutes.  I 


Rrttian 


1 World  News 


| wish  to  apply  for  leave  from 
your  lordship  to  crcss-exam- 
ine  Mr  Aitken  about  the  con- 
tent of  that  witness 
statement." 

Mr  Altken’s  wife  Lolicia, 
teenage  daughters  Victoria 
and  Alexandra,  and  mother- 
in-law  had  been  due  to  give 
evidence  later  today  (about 

the  Paris  Ritz  weekend. 

Mr  Aitken  has  consistently 
claimed  he  arranged  to  meet 
up  with  his  wife  and  14-year- 
old  daughter  Victoria  in  Paris 
at  the  hotel  during  the  week- 
end of  September  17-19, 1993. 

Mr  Aitken  said  he  checked 
into  the  Ritz  at  10J30pm  on 
September  17,  Intending  - to 
stay  one  or  two  nights,  de- 
pending on-  when  Victoria 


Finance 


I needed  to  go  on  to  her  new 
| school  in  Switzerland. 

He  then  discovered  his  wife 
and  daughter  had  already  left 

earlier  in  the  day. 

He  said  it  was  a surprise 
they  had  gone  without  him  — 
but  understandable  given  his 
wife’s  “impulsive"  nature. 

He  told  the  High  Court  he 
spent  the  weekend  jogging  in 
a nearby  park  and  revising  an 
edition  of  his  biography  of  the 
late  US  president  Richard 
Nixon. 

Lolicia  returned  to  the  Ritz 
On  Sunday  and  paid  the  bill 
using  $3,000  In  cash  he  had 
given  her  for  the  trip.  He  had 
Checked  out  of  his  hotel  room 
— leaving  his  wife  in  the  bath 

Turn  to  page  2,  column  8 


Jonathan  Aitken:  visit 
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Ken  on  John  — John  on  Ken 


‘I  don’t  think  the  Conservative  Party  could 
win  an  election  in  1 ,000  years  on  [Red- 
wood’s] ultra  rightwing  programme’ 

Ken  Clarke  June 27, 1995 

‘It  is  a great  pity  that  the  Chancellor  has 
damaged  the  unity  of  the  Government.  It 
cannot  go  on  like  this’ 

John  Redwood  September 23, 1996 

‘I  think  I’d  be  a very  unlikely  member  of 
[Redwood’s]  team’ 

Ken  Clarice  Mays,  1997 

‘I  don’t  think  Ken  Clarke  can  win  the  leader- 
ship contest’ 

John  Redwood  June  1 , 1 997 

‘John  and  I are  going  to  work  closely 
together  at  the  heart  of  opposition  and  at  the 
heart  of  Conservative  government* 

Ken  Clarke  June  1 8, 1997 

‘At  the  present  time  Ken  and  I are  totally 
united  in  opposing  the  particular  single  cur- 
rency which  is  on  offer.  We  think  it  is  time  for 
the  party  to  unite’ 

John  Redwood  June  18,1997 
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Mr  Hague  was  saying  last 
night  that,  in  contrast  to  Mr 

Clarke,  he  had  not  bought 
votes  with  promises  of  jobs. 
"The  new  leader  of  the  Con- 
servative Party  needs  free- 
dom of  action  and  to  be  be- 
holden to  no  one,"  he  i 
declared. 

He  defended  his  insistence 
that  all  members  of  his 
shadow  cabinet  would  have  to 
toe  the  line  on  a single  cur- 
rency — the  line  which  may 
have  cost  him  crucial  votes 
this  week.  “The  European 
issue  is  a fundamental  issue. 
It  is  not  something  you  could 
set  aside  and  say  we  will 
agree  to  differ  over  into  the 
fiiture,”  he  said. 
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Prague  Writers 
Festival  1997 


Texts  for  Nothing  - Texty  pro  nic 

The  7th  Prague  Writers’  Festival  presents  a 
selection  of  fine  authors  from  the  Czech  Republic 
and  around  the  world.  Meet  them  at  the  Franz 
Kafka  Centre,  Old  Town  Square,  at  7pm  from 
24  to  28  June. 

Tuesday  24  June 

E.L  Doctorow 
Martin  Vopenka 
Nuala  Ni  Dhomhnaill 
Viola  Fischerovd 

USA 

Czech  Republic 
Ireland 

Czech  Republic 

Wednesday  26  June 

Andtedu  Bouchet 
Roland  Joorls 
Vladimir  Krivanek 
Giuseppe  Conte 

France 
Belgium 
Czech  Republic 
Italy 

Thursday  26  June 

Aharon  Appetfeld 
Zinovy  Zinik 
JanaStroblova 
Raoul  Schrott 

Israel 

Russia 

Czech  Republic 
Austria 

Friday  27  June 

Jaruce  Galloway 
Igor  Pomerantsev 
Elena  Stefol 
Dimitris  Nollas 

Great  Britain 
Russia 
Romania 
Greece 

Saturday  28  June 

Julian  Barnes 
Hanna  Krall 
Michael  March 
Antonio  Franco  Alexandre 

Great  Britain 
Poland 
USA 
Portugal 

The  Prague  Writers*  Festival  is  dedicated  to 
Samuel  Beckett. 

For  further  details,  please  contact  the  Festival 
Director,  Michael  March,  RevoluCnf  28, 110  00 
Prague  1.  Mobile:  + 420  602  371  478 

Sponsored  by 

Guardian 


Simon  Hoggart 

THE  crowds  parted  and 
Lady  Thatcher,  shimmer- 
ing in  blue,  was  among 
us.  Her  mission?  To  explain 
how  Tory  MPs  could  still  vote 
for  her,  via  her  medium  on 
earth.  She  spoke,  as  ever,  in 
typographical  extremities. 

"Principles  don't  change, 
circumstances  do,  but  you 
STILL  apply  the  same  princi- 
ples to  changing  rirTiim. 
stances.  That  is  the  way  we 
built  up  Britain  to  the  stron- 
gest— economy — in — 
Europe. 

“I  am  supporting  WUliam 
Hague.  Have  you  got — the  — 
name?  WILLIAM  HAGUE. 
Vote.  For.  WUliam  Hague.  For 
the  same  kind  of  Government 
/led.  And  vote  for  him  on 
Thursday.  GOT  the  message?" 

And  she  was  gone,  possibly 
because  her  fiery  chariot  was 
on  a double  yellow  line. 

Earlier  Mr  Hague  had  ap- 
peared at  a press  conference  in 
a Westminster  restaurant.  He 
swept  down  the  stairs  towards 
the  podium.  AH  the  scene 
lacked  was  Dame  Edna,  with  a 

hnnrh  rff  gtnriirflS 

His  slogan  is  “A  Fresh 
Start".  Young  persons  were 
dotted  around  the  room.  They 
wore  dark  suits  and  crisp 
white  shirts.  Fresh  start,  fresh 
armpits.  Around  us  swirled 
stirring  music,  evocative  of  a 
TV  title  theme,  possibly  Pets 
Win  Prizes. 

He  stood  at  the  lectern, 
wearing  what  appeared  to  be  a 
triple-breasted  suit  and 
waved  at  his  claque  ofMPs. 
“They  are  the  future  of  our 
party,  the  heartbeat  of  our 
party!”  he  declared.  They 
looked  like  an  Addams  Family 
reunion  to  me. 

Were  any  of  them  converted 
Redwoodfoliowers?  Hague  be- 
came vague.  “Well,  there  are 
some,  quite  a few,  I can’t  quite 
pick  them  out . . Desmond 
S wayne,  the  Cad  of  the  Com- 
mons, half  raised  a hand,  then 
put  it  down  again. 

Mr  Hague  did  what  he  does 
so  well,  complimenting  him- 


First  night 


self.  "Ren  is  a big  hitter,"  he 
said, ‘lam  a big  hitter  too,  and 
1 am  about  to  land  some  big 
hits  on  the  Government!”  I 
wondered  where  Td  heard 
that  kind  of  talk,  and  remem- 
bered; at  the  boys' end  of  a 
primary  school  playground. 

I am  now  sending  my  script 
to  the  Disney  Corporation,  ft’s 
an  exciting  yam  about  little 
BDJy  Hague.  He  is  being 
shown  round  the  cockpit  of  an 
airplane  (“do  you  like  Turkish 
prison  movies,  Billy?"  asks 
the  captain)  when  a flying  sau- 
cer appears,  emitting  deadly 
rays  which  send  all  the  grown- 
ups onboard  into  a trance. 

The  plane  spins  out  of  con- 
trol, but  the  young  lad — 
scared  hut  plucky — hears  a 
faint  crackling  on  the  head- 
phones. “Air  traffic  control, 
here  Billy,  do  you  read  me?" 

“Yes,  Lady  Thatcher.  I read 
you!"  “Do  you  see  that  blue 
lever  cm  the  right,  Billy?  Push 
it  all  the  way  forward!" 

He  does  so,  and  the  plane 
begins  to  cartwheel,  then 
plunges  to  the  ground,  killing 
everyone  in  a hideous  inferno. 
So  perhaps  Disney  won’t  buy 
It  after  aU. 

Earlier,  in  the  Chamber,  we 
heard  John  Major  declare  to 
the  Prime  Minister  “What 
you  have  reported  is  not  a tri- 
umph. but  a travesty.”  He 
then  sat  down.  They  were  al- 
most certainly  his  last  words 

from  the  Tory  front  bench. 

I am  no  great  fan  ofMr 
Major,  but  the  moment  did 
have  resonance.  There  was  al- 
most a lastMajorism,  when  he 
pointed  to  jeering  Labour  MPs 
and  said:  “The  Opposition 
don't  like  these  questions!” 
and  they  jeered  back:  “That’s 
you!" 

Cast  your  mind  back  to  1990, 
when  he  first  spoke  at  Prime 
Minister's  Question  Time. 
Chris  Evans  was  on  TV, 
theatre  goers  flocked  to  see 
Andrew  Lloyd  Webber 
musicals,  hosepipe  bans  were 
in  operation,  and  you  could 
get  a pint  cfbitter  for 
under  £2. 

So  nothing  much  has 
changed.  Except  that  during 
Question  Time  Mr  Major  did. 
for  once,  get  the  better  of  Tony 
Blair,  who  refused  to  rule  out 
charges  for  pensioners’  pre- 
scriptions mid  hospital  visits. 
Remember:  the  Tories,  under 
whichever  leader,  are  re-in- 
venting  themselves  as  the 
party  of  compassion  against 
the  heartless  capitalists  of 
New  Labour. 


Angie  Johnston  touches  the  coffin  of  her  murdered  policeman  husband,  David,  in  Lisburn  yesterday  as  her  son  Ixiuie,  aged  seven,  tries  to  comfort  her  photograph:  martw  mccuuough 

IRA  denounced  at  funerals 


for  ni 


Pulpit  call  to  shun 
RUC  men’s  killers 


Danrid  Sharrock 
Ireland  Correspondent 


THE  SUN  beat  down 
on  the  coffins  of  the 
two  policemen  mur- 
dered by  the  IRA, 
their  young  families 
creeping  behind  them  into 
church  to  hear  the  wicked- 
ness of  their  killers  de- 
nounced. It  was  yesterday, 
but  worse  than  that,  it  was 
Northern  Ireland’s  grimly 
familiar  past  is  resurrection. 

Four  policemen  have  been 
killed  in  the  last  month,  a ter- 
i rible  reminder  that  the  Royal 
Ulster  Constabulary  is  in- 
creasingly prey  to  extremists 
on  both  sides.  But  it  was  not  a 
day  for  dwelling  on  file  force’s 
problems;  this  was  a time  to 
think  of  die  families  destroyed. 


The  medium  is 
the  message 


The  funeral  of  Reserve  Con- 
stable David  Johnston  took 
place  in  Lisburn,  Co  Antrim, 
close  to  Thiepval  Barracks 
where  the  IRA  last  year  killed 
one  soldier  and  came  dose  to 
mass  murder  in  a double  no- 
warning  bomb  attack. 

Angie  Johnston,  flanked  by 
her  sons  Louie,  aged  seven, 
and  Joshua,  aged  three, 
fought  back  tears  as  she 
walked  behind  her  husband's 
coffin.  The  RUC  chief  consta- 
ble. Ronnie  Flanagan.  Joined 
friends  and  relatives  of  the 
murdered  policeman  who 
packed  St  Coluznba’s  Church 
to  hear  the  Presbyterian 
Church  Moderator,  Dr  Sam 
Hutchinson,  call  on  the  Gov- 
ernment to  end  Its  attempts  to 
bring  the  men  of  violence  in 
from  the  cold. 

The  congregation  spilled 


out  of  the  church  as  they  lis- 
tened to  Dr  Hutchinson  say: 
"With  these  murders  North- 
ern Ireland  has  passed  a 
watershed,  one  of  those  criti- 
cal points  after  which  things 
can  never  be  the  same  again. 

"These  killings  were  a slap 
in  the  face  for  so  many  people 
of  goodwill  who  were  trying 
to  promote  understanding 
and  take  risks  for  peace.” 

There  were  many,  lnclud- 
ing  Protestant  church  groups, 
who  had  doubts  from  the  be- 
ginning "whether  much 
would  be  achieved  by  talking 
to  Sinn  Fein.  But  they  were 
honourable  people  who  were 
willing  to  try,  lest  any  chance 
for  peace  might  be  missed.” 
he  said.  “Now  some  of  them 
feel  they  were  simply  used.” 

In  the  days  since  the  two 
beat  officers  were  shot  in  the 
back  of  the  head  as  they  car- 
ried out  a community  paired. 
Dr  Hutchinson  said  he  had 
detected  a change  of  mood 
among  some  of  those  who  had 
been  rebuffed  and  were  likely 
to  be  more  cautious  In  future. 

And  in  a powerful  message 
to  the  Government,  he  said: 


“The  time  has  now  come  to 
face  reality  . . . What  further 
proof  is  needed  now?  You 
have  spent  time  and  effort 
trying  to  bring  the  extremists 
in  from  the  cold,  and  some 
had  hopes  and  dreams  of 
what  might  be.  In  the  cold 
light  of  this  sad  morning 
those  dreams  lie  shattered.” 
The  time  had  now  come  to 
pay  more  attention  to  the 
silent  majority,  the  ordinary 
decent  people  who  never  in 
their  lives  threw  a stone  In 
anger  let  alone  fired  a shot 
"They  have  suffered  so 
much  for  so  long  that  they  are 
now  in  despondency,  if  not  in 
despair,  feeling  that  their 
voice  isn't  really  heard  or  lis- 
tened to.”  It  was  time  for 
them  to  be  reassured  that 
their  concerns  were  being 
taken  seriously,  "that  the 
spotlight  will  now  be  on  them 
and  not  on  the  paramilitaries 
and  their  associates.  It’s  time 
to  face  reality.” 

The  policeman's  sons  paid 
their  own  final  tribute  with  a 
card  pinned  to  a wreath  spell- 
ing out  the  word  Dad  in  blue 
and  white  flowers. 


Louie,  speaking  for  both 
himself  and  Joshua,  wrote:  “I 
wish  this  had  never  happened 
to  you.  t wish  It  could  be 
someone  else.  I am  sorry  that 
had  happened  [sic]  to  you. 
Greatest  dad  in  the  world.  We 
love  you." 

In  Tandragee,  Co  Armagh, 
the  pastor  at  the  fimeral  of 
Constable  John  Graham  told 
mourners  he  wished  he  could 
drag  the  IRA  kilters  to  see 
their  victim’s  devastated 
family. 

"I  feel  like  leaving  my  pul- 
pit this  afternoon  and  going 
myself  to  seek  you  out  and 
bring  you  by  the  scruff  of  the 
neck  to  file  young  family  who 
sit  before  me,  and  let  you  hear 
Ihe  questions  they  ask,”  Pas- 
tor Edward  Betts  said,  his 
voice  shaking  with  emotion. 

Constahle  Graham’s  daugh- 
ters, Rebecca,  aged  10,  and 
Abigail,  aged  seven,  pressed 
their  faces  against  their 
mother  during  the  service, 
after  which  there  was  a pri- 
vate burial  in  the  family  plot 
in  Co  Fermanagh,  on  the 
shores  of  Lough  Erne. 

A simple  posey  from  Katie. 


Lyn  Gardner 

BUthe  Spirit 

Chichester  Festival  Theatre 


THE  CLAIMS  that  the  liv- 
ing have  on  the  dead  bub- 
ble to  the  surface  in  Noel 
Coward's  self-styled  "improb- 
able farce  in  three  acts”,  writ- 
ten in  1941  when  London 
was  suffering  the  full  on- 
slaught of  the  Blitz  and  life 
was  fragile. 

Tim  Luscombe’s  production 
never  does  more  than  scratch 
the  elegant  surface  of  a play 
that  harbours  disturbing  dark 
passions  behind  every  laugh. 

Twiggy  Lawson,  the  Sixties 
super-model  who  has  made  a 
career  out  of  being  ethereal, 
plays  Elvira,  the  first  wife  of 
the  smug  popular  novelist 
Charles  Condomine.  While 
gathering  research  for  his  lat- 
est book,  Charles  invites  a 
local  medium,  Madame  Arcati 
(Dora  Bryan)  to  his  home  for  a 
seance,  where  she  acciden- 
tally conjures  up  the  ghost  of 
Elvira,  much  to  the  consterna- 
tion of  his  second  wife,  Ruth 
(Belinda  Lang). 

Lang’s  Ruth  and  Steven 
Pacey*s  Charles  are  a couple 
whose  demeanour  suggests 
they  have  a marriage  founded 
entirely  on  good  conversation 
and  bad  sex.  Ton  Goodchlld's 
design  places  them  in  a house 
full  of  knick-knacks  with  an 
almost  completely  white  car- 
pet. It  is  a marriage  where 
there  Is  no  danger  of  emo- 
tional spillage,  conducted  iff 
an  environment  that  reeks  of 
comfort,  money,  good  taste, 
good  breeding  and  order. 

TwieeVs  Elvira,  as  white 
and  fragile  as  a Biha  photo- 
graph, bursts  into  their  lives 
like  a malignant  trickster  or 


poltergeist  She  has  a thin, 
high  voice  and  an  insubstan- 
tial stage  presence,  but  it 
proves  to  be  what  is  needed 
here.  It  is  perfect  casting.  She 
misses  Elvira’s  sexiness  by  a 
mile  but  not  her  high  spirits. 
She  is  a wflfuL,  spoilt,  enchant- 
ing child.  It  is  easy  to  under- 
stand the  upright  Charles’s 
fascination  with  her. 

What  Is  more,  the  casting 

cleverly  suggests  that  Ruth’s 
consuming  jealousy  flour- 
ishes not  just  on  the  fertile  soil 
of  worry  about  her  predeces- 
sors performance  in  bed  but  is 
fuelled  by  snobbishness. 

Ruth's  clipped  Celia  Johnson 
vowels  are  in  marked  contrast  i 
to  the  flatness  ofElvira's.  Ruth  , 
walks  like  a stuffed  duck; 
Elvira  with  the  easy  swing  of  a 
catwalk  modeL  When  Ruth 
complains  about  Elvira's 
“lack  of  breeding"  It  Is  dear 
that  what  she  really  fears  are  , 
her  playfulness,  her  lack  of 
pretension,  her  physical  ease  ! 
with  herself  and  her  former 
husband. 

Stepping  In  at  very  short 
notice  for  an  indisposed  Mau- 
reen Lipman.  Dora  Bryan 
plays  Madame  Arcati  in  the 
batty  Margaret  Rutherford 
tradition.  Wearing  a tea  cosy 
on  her  head,  weighed  down  by 
strings  of  beads,  her  face 

beaming  with  delight  and  dis- 
belief at  her  own  unexpected 
psychic  success,  Bryan’s 
Arcati  forgets  her  lines  with 
enormous  aplomb  and  gener- 
ally brings  the  house  down. 

It  is  a great  pantomime  of  a 
performance  and  it  is  quiver- 
ingly  funny.  But  it  allows  no 
room  for  other  subtlety  in  a 
production  that  hints  that  it 
might  otherwise  have  offered 
more  than  just  laughs. 

This  review  appeared  in 
some  editions  yesterday. 


Rival  group  says  Pol  Pot  has  surrendered 


Man  whose  regime  killed  2 million 
Cambodians  ‘will  stand  trial’ 


Nicholas  Cummlng-Bruce 
InPhnomPanb 

POL  POT.  the  leader  of 
one  of  the  century's 
most  brutal  tyrannies, 
has  surrendered  to  a rival  fac- 
tion of  Khmer  Rouge  guerril- 
las who  were  pursuing  him  in 
the  jungles  of  northern  Cam- 
bodia, the  group’s  clandestine 
radio  reported  yesterday. 

The  statement  from  the  jun- 
gle transmitter  was  terse. 
"The  dark  cloud  of  the  Pol  Pot 
regime  has  been  removed.”  it 
said.  “A  new  era  is  opening." 

Earlier,  the  same  radio  sta- 
tionclaimed  that  Pol  Pot  bad 
“confessed.”  To  what  was  not 
immediately  clear,  bat  the 
broadcast  implied  the  revolu- 
tionary leader  was  in  the  cus- 


tody of  former  comrades  who 
had  turned  against  him. 

General  Nhek  Bunchhay, 
the  Cambodian  deputy  army 
chief  of  staff  who  has  been 
visiting  the  Khmer  Rouge 
base  of  Anlong  Veng  on  an  al- 
most daily  basis  to  negotiate 
the  defection  of  the  guerrillas, 
said  the  group  planned  to 
hold  Pol  Pot  for  trial  by  an 
international  tribunal  for  his 
role  In  the  deaths  of  2 million 
Cambodians  during  his  1975- 
1979  regime. 

“This  evening,  Pol  Pot  sur- 
rendered with  15  people,” 
Nhek  Bunchhay  told  the 
Associated  Press  news 
agency.  “He  appeared  in  An- 
long Veng.  The  Khmer  Rouge 
says  Pol  Pot  will  be  kept  for 
an  International  tribunaL” 

News  of  Pol  Pot's  "surren- 


der” came  after  days  of  hazy 
reports  that  he  had  aban- 
doned his  last  stronghold  of 
Anlong  Veng,  about  200  miles 
north  of  Phnom  Penh,  and 
fled  into  the  jungle  in  a con- 
voy of  six  vehicles,  with  a 
rump  of  around  200  troops, 
mostly  tagging  along  on  foot 
. The  radio  that  broadcast 
the  claim  is  thought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  Khmer  Rouge 
dissidents  who  apparently 
split  from  Pol  Pot  after  a 
bloody  confrontation  between 
the  leadership  over  strategy. 
As  with  every  other  detail  of 
the  upheavals  within  the 
Khmer  Rouge  leadership,  this 
has  yet  to  be  confirmed. 

Photographs  of  the  corpse 
of  Pol  Pot’s  former  security 
chief  Son  Sen  — supposedly 
executed  on  his  orders  last 
week,  along  with  Son  Sea’s 
wife  and  11  family  members 
— remain  almost  the  only  evi- 
dence to  date  that  the  guer- 
rilla group's  most  senior  vet- 


erans have  finally  fallen  out. 
But  the  circumstances  of  the 
deaths  — such  as  the  grue- 
some reports  that  Son  Sen 
and  his  wife  were  shot  and 
their  nine  children  were 
crushed  by  a.  lorry  — have  yet 
to  be  corroborated. 

Accounts  of  the  struggle 
among  the  Khmer  Rouge  have 
emerged  exclusively  through 
leaders  of  the  royalist  party 
Funcmpec,  who  have  negoti- 
ated with  Khmer  Rouge 
bosses  over  several  months 
on  a possible  settlement  to  the 
30-year  war. 

The  only  painfully  clear  as- 
pect of  Cambodia’s  turmoil  Is 
the  fast  escalating  tensions 
between  its  two  prime  minis- 
ters. locked  in  a struggle  for 
political  mastery  in  which  the 
fate  of  the  Khmer  Rouge  has 
become  an  explosive 

ingrpdtenf 

Attempts  by  Fnncinpec’s 
leader.  Prince  Norodom  Ran- 
ariddh, to  tie  up  a settlement 


with  the  Khmer  Rouge  were 
fiercely  condemned  as  a “be- 
trayal” yesterday  by  his  co- 
prime minister.  Hun  Sen, 
who  fears  the  defectors  could 
shift  the  balance  of  forces  in 
favour  of  the  royalists  in  the 
run-up  to  elections  next  year. 

In  comments  laced  with 
menace,  Hun  Sen  warned 
Prince  Ranariddh  he  would 
give  him  “a  few  days  to  de- 
cide" whether  to  stay  in  the 
coalition  government  that  has 
run  Cambodia  since  United 
Nations-run  elections  four 
years  ago,  or  to  Join  with  the 
Khmer  Rouge  faction  led  by 
Khleu  Samphan.  - 

A fierce  gun  battle  fought 
round  Prince  Ranariddh’s 
headquarters  in  the  heart  of 
Phnom  Penh  on  Tuesday 
night  starkly  Illustrated  the 
dangers  Cambodia  faces. 

“If  we  had  shot  back  there 
would  have  been  civil  war,’’ 
one  of  the  prince’s  senior 
aides  said.  ! 


Smuggler  of  the  falcon  god  gets  six  years 


Forget  single  mums,  fat 
women  are  the  underclass 


CtaroLongHgg 

Researchers  in  Finland 
have  discovered  a new 
social  underclass.  Forget  about 
single  mothers,  ex-cons  and 
drug  addicts,  and  meet  the  new 
misfits — fat  women. 

A report  from  the  University 
of  Helsinki,  says  obese  women 
and  skinny  often  find 
themselves  broke,  unemployed 


and  miserable  became  of  their 
unmanageable  weight 
The  results  of  a survey 
among  7,000  Finnish  men  and 
women  aged  25<S  showed  that 
obese  women  were  particu- 
larly likely  to  lose  out  in  the 
jqb  market  Thin  men  woe 
poorer  and  more  lonely  than 
i their  robust  feDows. 

The  report,  is  to  be  delivered 
at  the  European  Congress  an 
Obesity  in  Duhlin  today. 


Sarah  Boseley 

on  antiquarian’s 
artful  scheme 

ONE  of  the  world's  finest 
restorers  of  Egyptian 
antiquities,  the  West 
Country-based  dealer  Jona- 
than Tokeley-Parry,  was 
jailed  for  six  years  yesterday 
for  his  part  in  an  operation  to 
smuggle  treasures  looted 
from  tombs  into  Britain. 

The  first  successful  prose- 
cution of  an  antiquities  H>aipr 
on  smuggling  charges  has 
been  closely  watched  in 
Egypt.  Representatives  of 
President  Hosnl  Mubarak 
have  been  in  regular  contact 
with  the  court 
Tokeley-Parry,  aged  47. 
from  Winkleigh  in  Devon, 
was  convicted  of  handling 
stolen  goods  — a false  door 
from  the  tomb  of  Hetepka  at 
Saqqara,  20  miles  south  of 
Cairo,  and  a bronze  statue  of 


Jonathan  Tokeley-Parry: 
‘prostituted  his  talent1 

the  falcon  god  Homs.  He  was 
acquitted  of  handling  a false 
door  from  the  pyramid  com- 
plex of  King  PepL 
Sentencing  the  dealer  at  the 
end  of  a five  week  trial  at 
Knightsb  ridge  crown  court  in 


London,  Judge  Timothy  Pon- 
tius said  his  offences  reflected 
“dishonesty  on  a huge,  elabo- 
rate and  sophisticated  scale. 

“You  are  a man  of  consider- 
able Intelligence,  who  also 
has  an  undoubtedly  great  tal- 
ent as  a restorer.  You  deliber- 
ately prostituted  that-  talent 
for  wholly  selfish,  reasons  - ■ . 
The  sheer  scale  of  the  enter- 
prise and  the  very  large  ac- 
tual and  potential  rewards  it 
offered  means  there  cannot  be 
any  alternative  to  a substan- 
tial prison  sentence  if  I am 
properly  to  punish  you  and  to 
deter  others." 

Tokeley-Parry  was  sen- 
tenced to  six  years  on  each  of 
the  two  counts  and  to  eight 
months  for  attempting  to  ob- 
tain a passport  by  deception, 
all  to  run  concurrently.  He 
has  already  been  sentenced  to 
15  years'  hard  labour  in  his 
absence  by  an  Egyptian  court. 

The  crown  court  heard  that 
in  April  1996  during  the 
police  investigation  Tokeley- 
Parry  had  broken  his  bail 


conditions  to  fly  to  Zurich, 
where  he  and  his  Egyptian 
supplier,  Ali  Farag.  had  a 
safe-deposit  box,  and  had 
emptied  it.  Because,  his  pass- 
port had  been  surrendered  to 
police,  he  obtained  one  in  his 
birth  name  of  Jonathan  Fore-  ■ 
man.  which  years  earlier  be 
had  changed  by  deed  poll  to 
Tokeley-Parry. 

He  did  it,  said  Colin  Dines 
for  the  defence,  for  the  same 
reason  that  he  smuggled 
antiquities,  to  get  hold 'of, 
money.  He  invested  every 1 
penny  he  had  in  an  aircraft 
that  he  had  designed  and  was 
building.  Puffin  Aircraft,  as 
he  called  it,  was  to  be  a light 
forces  plane  for  incursions 
into  enemy  territory. 

“It  was  a very  major  project  i 
with  an  . important  future, 
possibly,  but  that  came  to  i 
nought  Everything  he  had  he  i 
ploughed  into  this  project1 
which  was  his  life's  work  and 
his  consuming  ambition." 
Now  he  had  nothing.  **He  is 
ruined  in  every  sense.” 


Tokeley-Parry  was  supplied 
with  antiquities  looted  from 
Egyptian  tombs  and  govern- 
ment stores  at  Saqqara  by  the 
Fars«  brothers.  He  authenti- 
cated the  treasures  in  Cairo, 
and  painted  them  to  look  like 
tacky  souvenirs  from  the 
market 

Mark  Perry,  aged  30,  a local 
man  who  had  done  some  deco- 
rating on  his  cottage,  brought 
back  objects  in  his  suitcase. 
He  became  the  main  witness 
for  the  Crown. 

The  first  trial  earlier  this 
year  of  Tokeley-Parry,  a cap- 
tain in  the  2nd  Battalion  Dev- 
onshire and  Dorset  regiment 
of  the  Territorial  Army  who 
claimed  he  was  a cavalry  offi- 
cer, was  stopped  in  February. 
Tokeley-Parry  disappeared  to 
the  psychiatric  wing  of  North 
Devon  district  hospital. 

A medical  report  prepared 
there  said  he  was  fit  to  stand 
trial. 

A nawBan  of  gflt,  OSt  cow 
story 


aged  two.  said  It  alL  "To  Dad. 
I love  you  and  will  never 
know  anyone  as  kind  and 
gentle  as  you.  Love  Katie.*’ 

• Stunned  by  the  murder  at 
the  two  policemen  In  Lisburn, 
leading  Sinn  Fein  sympathis- 
ers In  the  United  States  have 
issued  a tough  demand  for  an 
“immediate  and  unequivocal 
ceasefire",  writes  Martin 
Walker  in  Washington. 

'This  is  the  defining  mo- 
ment. make-or-break  time.” 
Republican  Congressman 
Peter  King  said  yesterday. 
President  Clinton  meets  Tony 
Blair  in  Denver  tomorrow, 
when  they  will  discuss  North- 
ern Ireland.  “If  there  Isn’t  a 
ceasefire  now,  the  whole 
peace  process  could  be  de- 
stroyed," Mr  King  said. 

Mr  King,  who  has  In  the 
past  called  IRA  violence  justi- 
fied. said  he  was  "just  plain 
outraged".  Father  Sean 
McManus  of  the  Irish 
National  Caucus,  congressio- 
nal representatives  and  other 
prominent  Irish-Americans 
backed  the  appeal,  the  clearest 
act  of  revulsion  against  the 
IRA. 


Surprise  twist 
to  Aitken  case 
as  documents 
surface  in  court 


continued  from  page  l 
— and  caught  a train  down  to 
Geneva  to  spend  some  "qual- 
ity time"  with  his  daughter 
on  Sunday  evening,  he  said. 

Mr  Carman  had  earlier  de- 
scribed Mr  Ai then’s  account 
of  the  Rltz  affair  as  a “web  of 
lies”  in  which  "improbability 
was  heaped  on  improbabil- 
ity”. He  accused  him  of  in- 
venting a "catalogue  of 
coincidences”. 

The  former  Conservative 
MP  had  “covered  his  tracks" 
in  a letter  written  to  Sir 
Robin  Butler  after  coming 
under  pressure  from  the 
Guardian  to  explain  his  Rltz 
stay.  He  had  then  “pursued  a 
conspiratorial  agreement" 
with  his  Arab  friend  Said 
Ayas  to  explain  the  fact  that 
his  bill  had  been  added  to  Mr 
Ayas’s  account,  Mr  Carman 
said. 

He  also  dismissed  Mr  Ait- 
ken’s  suggestion  he  bad  been 
"set  up"  by  the  Rita,  or  that 
his  offer  to  pay  by  credit  card 
had  been  refused . by  hotel 
staff. 

Mr  Aitken  j-cslgned  from 
the  Cabinet  two  months  after 
the  Guardian  and  World  in 
Action  published  the  allega- 
tions against  him  in  April 
1995. 

He  pledged  to  defend  hifl  re- 
cord “not  only  before  the  jury 
of  the  courts  but  before  the 
wider  jury  of  all  fair-minded 
people"  using  what  he  flam- 
boyantly described  ns  the 
"sword  or  truth”  and  fa® 
"shield  of  fair  play," 

Five  weeks  ago.  after  losing 
his  Thanet  South  seat  af  the 
general  election.  Mr  Aitken 
successfully  applied  far  the 
case  to  be  beard  without  a 
jury. 

The  farmer  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  is  also  suing 
over  claims  that  he  procured 
prostitutes  for  Arabs,  was  fi- 
nancially dependent  on  them, 
and  was  involved  in  secret 
arms  deals. 

The  Guardian  and  Granada 
TV  have  denied  libel  through- 
out the  li-day  case,  pleading 
justification.  The  trial  contin- 
ues today. 


-nh 


i . 


»«4  * 


■5  3W* 

- **4 1*— 


-i 

• C***'-’  . 

‘ 

* tvsfS'*'  - 

*-  m 


. .-m.  r, 


I 


The  Guardian  Thursday  June  19 1997 


_ °aSe  to  be  by  Downey  after  evidence  of  failure  to  declare  business  interests  from  Bosnia  trips 

Labour  MP  barred  over  Serb  link 


Bob  Wareing:  welcomed 
referral  to  Downey 


Rebecca  SmlthorB 
Po«Wca|  CorreiponJoiu 


THE  Labour  Party 
yesterday  sus- 
pended leftwingMP 
Bob  Wareing,  pend- 
ing an  investigation 
Into  his  failure  to  mafrA  an 
official  declaration  of  busi- 
ness dealings  with  the  Bos- 
nian Serbs. 

Chief  whip  Nick  Brown, 
acted  to  nip  fresh  allegations 
of  sleaze  In  the  bud'  hours 
after  Labour  MPs  had  voted 
to  introduce  tough  Interim 
measures  allowing  him  to 
suspend  any  member  farting 
serious  allegations  of  miscon- 
duct, even  before  he  or  she  is 
found  guilty. 


Mr  Brown  and  the  party's 
parliamentary  committee,  of 
around  a dozen  MPs  met  yes- 
today  and  agreed  that  Mr 
Wareing,  MP  for  Liverpool 
West  Derby,  should  be  sus- 
pended as  a result  of  what 
Labour  confirmed  were  “seri- 
oos  allegations”  concerning 
his  failure  to  register  a finan- 
cial matter  in  the  Commons 
Register  of  Members’ 
Interests. 

At  the  same  time,  they  en- 
dorsed Mr  Brown’s  decision 
to  refer  the  case  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Standards  Commis- 
sioner. Sir  Gordon  Downey, 
for  a full  investigation. 

I^st  night  the  party  was  not 
making  details  of  the  c* ««» 
available,  although  the 
Guardian  understands  that  it 


has  uncovered  prima  fade 
evidence  that  the  66-year-old 
long-serving  MP  failed  to  re- 
cord details  of  business  deal- 
ings with  the  Bosnian  Serbs. 

Mr  Wareing,  who  until 
recently  was  chajpwfrw  of  the 
all-party  British  Yugoslav 
parliamentary  group,  has  at- 
tracted controversy  at  West- 
minster for  his  pro-Serb 
stance  in  the  Baiv^p  crisis. 

Two  years  ago  he  sparked 
an  outcry  when  he  visited  the 
Bosnian  Serb  capital  Pale, 

ahnlring  hands  qprf  holding 

talks  with  the  group’s  notori- 
ous leader  Radovan  Karadzic, 
-who  is  being  trial  far  war 
crimes. 

In  the  most  recent  Register 
of  Members'  Interests.  Mr 
Wareing  had  only  entered  an 


overseas  visit  last  April  to 
Germany  for  an  appearance 
on  German  television,  for 
which  hotel  accommodation 
had  been  paid  for  by  Radio 
and  Television.  Bremen. 

Mr  Wareing  said  in  a state- 
ment released  by  the  party:  "I 
understand  that  allegations 
made  against  me  have  been 
referred  by  the  chief  whip  10 
Sir  Gordon  Downey. 

“I  welcome  the  chief  whip’s 
decision  to  refer  this  to  Sir 
Gordon  and  I also  recognise 
why  the  chief  whip  haw  found 
it  necessary  to  exercise  his 
newly  acquired  powers  of  sus- 
pension until  Sir  Gordon  has 
concluded  his  inquiry. 

“I  have  confidence  in  Sir 
Gordon  and  will  stand  by  his 
Judgment 


Following  the  sleaze  allega- 
tions against  Tory  MPs  which 
dominated  the  dosing  months 
of  the  Conservative  adminis- 
tration, the  Labour  leader- 
ship has  been  aware  that  it 
must  act  quickly  and  deci- 
sively on  ah  such  issues. 

The  chief  whip  is  under- 
stood to  have  spoken  to  Mr 
Wareing  twice  and  it  is 
thought  the  prima  fade  evi- 
dence was  such  that  Mr 
Brown  felt  he  must  refer  it  to 
Sir  Gordon. 

Mohammad  Sarwar,  the 
Glasgow  Govan  MP  at  the  cen- 
tre of  bribery  allegations, 
could  fall  victim  to  the  new 
rules  passed  by  MPs  yesterday. 
He  looks  certain  to  be  sus- 
pended by  Mr  Brown  after 
Labour's  National  Executive 


! Committee  meets  to  consider 
his  case  nest  Wednesday. 

Labour  MPs  voted  ISO  to 
three  to  bring  in  the  new  rule 
at  their  weekly  gathering  at 
Westm  luster  yesterday. 

Until  now.  Labour's  chief 
whip  has  only  had  the  power 
to  expel  an  Mr  — a more  dra 
conlan  measure  which  would 
not  be  appropriate  in  Mr  Sar 
war's  case,  since  police  are 
still  investigating  the 
allegations. 

The  new  power  gives  Mr 
Brown  the  right  to  suspend 
an  MP  facing  serious  allega 
lions  of  misconduct  but  with 
out  any  presumption  of  guilt. 

This  means  that  if  Strath 
Clyde  police  do  not  press 
charges  against  Mr  Sarwar, 
he  can  be  reinstated. 


Shoppers  go 
on  a spree  in 
biggest  boom 
for  nine  years 


Election  and  windfalls  help  sales 
soar,  writes  Richard  Thomas 


CONSUMERS  em- 

barked on  a 1980s- 
style  shopping  spree 
last  month,  prompted 
by  a post-election  “feel-good 
factor,  windfall  payouts  from 
building  societies  and  a 
buoyant  housing  market. 

. With  shoppers  shrugging 
off  higher  prices  to  stock  up 
on  summer  clothes  and  Invest 
in  fridges  and  ftamiture,  high 
street  sales  rose  by  1.8  per 
cent  over  the  three  mohths  to 
May  and  by  55  per  cent  com- 
pared with  the  same  month 
last  year  — the  strongest 
growth  rales  recorded  since 
1388,  at  the  the  height  of  the 
Lawson  boom. 

The  Office  for  National  Sta- 
tistics (ONS)  said  a £3  billion 
shares  hand-out  from  the  Alli- 
ance and  Leicester  — a quar- 
ter of  which  was  converted 
Immediately  to  cash  — and 
unseasonably  warm  weather 
may  have  boosted  demand. 
But  City  analysts,  who  had 
pencilled  in  much  more  mod- 
est increases,  said  consumers 
had  simply  been  holding  off 
until  polling  day. 

“There  Is  a palpable  post- 
election effect  evident  in  the 
data,”  said  John  O'Sullivan, 
an  economist  at  brokers 
NatWest  Markets.  “Retailers 
reported  a bumper  bank  holi- 
day weekend  after  the  pdH” 
Between  April  and  May, 
spending  on  household  goods 
rose  by  25  per  cent,  driven  in 
part  by  the  spring  house- 
buying  season,  while  sales  of 
shoes  and  clothes  rose  by  09 
per  cent,  ONS  statisticians 
said. 

Food  stores  saw  a 15  per 
cent  rise  in  sale  volumes. 
Sales  at  department  stores, 
which  tend  to  sell  “big  ticket” 
household  items,  rose  15  per 


cent  in  the  month  with  only 
“other”  stores,  including 
chemists  and  jewellers,  see- 
ing a drop  in  takings  during 
the  month. 

City  analysts  pointed  to  the 
brisk  trade  in  clothing  out- 
lets, who  have  bumped  up 
price  lags,  as  a warning  sign 
that  consumers  are  becoming 
less  cost-conscious  and  that 
inflation  could  be  re-ignited. 
David  Bloom,  a UK  analyst  at 
James  Cape!  said  higher  in- 
terest  rates  and  a tough  tax- 
raising  budget  were  required 
to  prevent  a recurrence  of  the 
Iate-1980$  boom  and  spectacu- 
lar bust 

“It  is  alt  coming  home  to 
roost  the  tax  cuts,  the  wind- 
fell  gains,  accelerating  aver- 
age earnings  growth,  rising 
house  prices,  plummeting  un- 
employment and  a monetary 
stance  that  is  for  too  loose,” 
he  said.  "The  economy  is 
starting  to  veer  out  of 
control” 

Fears  that  interest  rates  are 
set  to  rise  again  — following 
the  two  quarter-point  in- 
creases since  May  X — were 
heightened  by  evidence  that 
the  Chancellor,  Gordon 
Brown,  and  the  governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  Eddie 
George,  had  considered  dras- 
tic tightening  at  their  first 
meeting  on  May  6. 

According  to  the  minutes  of 
the  discussion,  published  yes- 
terday, the  two  men  agreed 
that  a 05  per  cent  increase  in 
base  rates  was  Justified  by 
mounting  evidence  of  rising 
consumer  confidence  and 
retail  sales,  but  derided  to 
stick  with  a quarter-point  rise 
for  fear  of  seating  the  pound 
soaring  on  the  foreign  ex- 
changes and  damaging  export 
competitiveness. 


Shoppers  in  Leeds  looking  for  bargains  yesterday.  Some  economists  fear  the  current  boom,  like  that  of  the  1980s,  coold  go  bust  PtKmxaum  justin  slee 
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On  June  6,  the  newly  inde- 
pendent Bank  pushed  up  the 
cost  of  borrowing  by  another 
055  percentage  points  to  65 
percent 

Dealers  were  yesterday  bet- 
ting on  another  squeeze  from 
the  Bank  — with  most  expect- 
ing rates  to  top  7 per  cent  by 
the  end  of  the  year  — on  top 
of  a possible  tax  hitw  in  the 
Budget  on  July  2.  During  the 
May  monetary  meeting,  Mr 
Brown  said  he  was  “deter- 
mined to  take  aetifMj  in  the 


forthcoming  Budget  that 

would  encourage  more  bal- 
ance economic  growth”. 

With  the  FfoRfey  windfall 
payouts  likely  to  proride  an- 
other boost  to  retail  sales  this 
month,  economists  urged  the 
Chancellor  to  use  taxes  to 
brake  consumer  spending. 
Jonathan  Loynes,  from  HSBC 
Markets,  said:  “Should  Mr 
Brown  foil  to  raise  personal 
taxes  significantly,  the  Bank 
of  England  will  not  hesitate  in 
pushing  interest  rales  even 


higher,  threatening  a further 
rise  In  the  value  of  the  pound 
and  possibly  tipping  industry 
back  into  recession.” 

• Britain’s  biggest  remain- 
ing building  society,  the  Na- 
tionwide, was  forced  to  close 
its  doors  to  new  customers 
yesterday  after  being  be- 
sieged by  25,000  carpetbag- 
gers a day,  searching  for  the 
next  free  share  windfall. 


Doors  bolted  at  B*« 
Nationwide, page  It 


Nothing  helps  the  feel-good 
factor  like  finding  a bargain 


Martin  Wabiwright 


TEN  band-towels  for  a fiver 
and  a £258  bathrobe  said 
more  about  Britain’s  shop- 
ping spree  — in  hard-headed 
Yorkshire  at  least  — than  a 
raft  of  theories  about  New 
Labour  feel-good  factors,  Hali- 
fax windfalls  and  the  purse- 
loosening power  of  the  sun. 

“Summer  sun?  Summer 
sales  more  likely.**  said  stu- 
dent Dionne  Winn  yesterday, 
driving  into  her  discount  bag 
to  show  off  the  towels. 

She  and  her  mate  Hayley, 
the  bargain  bathrobe  buyer, 
were  prepared  to  admit  only 
that  the  prospect  ollong  sum- 
mer holidays  might  be 
slightly  upping  their  share  of 
the  retail  boom.  Glancing 
across  Briggate  at  Harvey 
Nichols,  Dionne  said:  “We 
haven’t  the  money  to  go  mad. 
Who  has?  You’ve  gat  to  shop 
around  and  find  the  bargain 
places,  specially  In  Leeds 
where  it’s  so  expensive.” 


A holiday  financed  by  their 
Halifax  windfall  was  the  treat 
being  considered  by  Andy 
and  Karen  Greenwood,  who 
were  studying  brochures 
from  the  travel  agents  along 
Commercial  and  Albion 
Streets.  Here  again,  though, 
special  prices  and  late  offers 
were  on  the  shoppers'  minds. 

“It's  a bit  daft  to  blow  the 
lot  without  checking  prices, 
just  because  you've  got  it  in 
your  building  society  ac- 
count.” said  Karen,  aged  32,  a 
recruitment  executive. 

The  biggest  personal  binge 
on  Briggate  was  not  helping 
the  theory  of  national  feck- 
lessness either  Paul  Amos 
came  out  of  Dixon's  with  a 
waddling  sidestep,  forced  by 
the  size  of  the  cardboard  box 
of  his  new  ghetto-blaster  — 
his  first  bit  of  self-indulgent 
shopping  for  five  years. 

"Almost  as  long  as  we’ve 
had  since  the  last  boom 
you’re  talking  about,”  he 
said.  “But  I’ve  been  in  prison, 
see.  Just  come  out  today.” 
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Trip  to 
Turkish 
delight 
ends  in 
Torquay 
by  night 


Gary  Young* 


IT  IS  a mistake  anyone 
could  make  at  night  In  a 
foreign  country.  Kiuniko 
Tsnchlda,  a Japanese  tour- 
ist, arrived  at  midnight  In  a 
seaside  town  on  the  Devon 
coast  and  thought  she  had 
landed  in  the  cradle  of 
European  civilisation  2.000 
miles  away. 

She  wanted  to  go  to  Tur- 
key. She  ended  up  In  Tor- 
quay. And  at  first  glance 
she  could  not  tell  the 
difference. 

The  trouble  began  earlier 
in  the  evening  when  she 
had  asked  at  Reading  how 
to  get  to  Turkey,  where  she 
recently  moved  with  her 
family. 

Mrs  Tsuchlda.  aged  40. 
who  speaks  very  little 
English  and  with  a strong 
accent,  was  misunderstood 
and  instead  of  being  direc- 
ted to  Heathrow  was  ush- 
ered on  to  the  8.15  train  to 
Torquay,  which  arrived  ut 
around  midnight. 

By  the  time  the  police 
found  her  It  was  two  in  the 
morning.  They  called  in 
social  services,  who  put  her 
up  for  the  night  in  a nearby 
old  people's  home. 

“She  told  officers  in  bro- 
ken English  that  she  had 
been  on  the  train  so  long, 
she  genuinely  believed  she 
was  in  Turkey  already.  She 
even  thought  she  had  been 
through  the  Channel  tun- 
nel.** police  said. 

A social  servicers  spokes- 
man said:  “Our  out-of- 
honrs  team  received  a call 
from  the  police  at  2am  to 
say  they  had  a lost  and  ex- 
hausted lady  from  Japan 
who  needed  a bed  for  the 
night.  We  had  a bed  avail- 
able and  were  happy  to 
oblige-** 

Yesterday  morning  a care 
assistant  took  her  to 
Thomas  Cook  In  Torquay 
where  manager  Claire 
Gibbs  took  over.  She  said 
last  night:  “Mrs  Tsuchlda 
was  very  frightened  and 
could  hardly  speak  any 
English,  so  we  had  to  talk 
to  her  via  the  Japanese  em- 
bassy in  London." 

Finally,  the  embassy  ar- 
ranged for  Mrs  Tsuchlda. 
who  had  been  staying  with 
a friend  while  on  a short 
holiday  in  this  country,  to 
be  put  baric  on  a train  to 
Reading  where  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  some- 
one to  meet  her  and  take 
her  back  to  Heathrow  to 
catch  a plane  to  Istanbul. 


Kiuniko  Tsuchida:  Reading 
to  Istanbul  via  Torquay 
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Reports  that  regulators  will  curb  growth  of  Murdoch  empire  wipe  £774m  off  value  of  TV  company 

Sky  set  to  lose  digital  fight 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Correspondent 


UPERT  Murdoch’s 
I supremacy  over 
Britain’s  digital 
|TV  revolution 
L could  be  dealt  a 
fatal  blow  by  the  regulators,  it 
was  forecast  yesterday. 

Nearly  £800  million  was 
wiped  off  BSkyB’s  stock  mar- 
ket value  after  reports  that 
the  satellite  company  could 
be  forced  to  withdraw  from  a 
consortium  bidding  for  the 
licence  to  run  digital  terres- 
trial television. 


City  analysts  predicted  its 
dominance  of  the  pay  televi- 
sion market  could  be  coming 
to  an  end  as  the  company  en- 
dured a second  day  of  turmoil 
following  the  surprise  depar- 
ture of  its  chief  executive, 
Sam  Chisholm. 

Reports  indicated  that  the 
Independent  Television  Com- 
mission had  urged  BSkyB  to 
drop  its  stake  in  British  Digi- 
tal Broadcasting  — a £300  mil- 
lion alliance  with  Carlton  and 
Granada  — because  too  much 
power  would  be  concentrated 
in  its  hands. 

BDB  is  fighting  the  Digital 
Television  Network,  a com- 


pany backed  by  NTL,  Cable- 
Tel  and  United  News  and 
Media,  for  the  right  to  pro- 
vide more  than  30  digital  ter- 
restrial channels  to  be 
launched  in  mid-1998. 

BSkyB  is  already  power- 
fully placed  because  it  will 

launch  more  than  200  digital 
satellite  channels  next  spring. 
It  will  have  a virtual  monop- 
oly over  the  set-top  box  de- 
coders needed  to  receive  digi- 
tal transmissions.  And  its 
£265  million,  launch  last 
month  of  British  Interactive 
Broadcasting  — with  BT, 
Midland  Bank  and  Matsu- 
shita Electric  — would  also 


give  it  a firm  hold  over  home 
shopping. 

The  commission,  expected 
to  award  the  digit*!  terres- 
trial licence  before  the  end  of 
the  month,  confirmed  yester- 
day it  was  stm  in  talks  with 
both  applicants. 

It  is  understood  BSkyB  will 
either  pull  out  of  the  consor- 
tium allowing  Granada  and 
Carlton  to  go  it  alone,  or  nego- 
tiate a programme  supply 
deal  with  BDB  to  offer  its 
most  popular  channels  — Sky 
One.  Sky  Movies,  the  Movie 
Channel  and  Sky  Sports. 

The  commission's  apparent 
intervention  shows  It  is  anx- 


ious to  demonstrate  Its  cre- 
dentials as  a tougher  regula- 


tor. 

Despite  Labour's  accord 
with  Mr  Murdoch's  news- 
papers before  the  election  the 
Government  is  expected  to  op- 
pose unfair  dominance  of  the 
digital  TV  market- 

The  commission  fears  its  de- 
dsion  could  be  subjected  to  ju- 
dicial review  or  the  interven- 
tion of  thy  European  Union’s 
competition  authorities. 

Anthony  de  Laranaga,  ana- 
lyst with  Panmure  Gordon, 
said:  “Prior  to  the  election 
there  seemed  to  be  little  con- 
straint on  Sky  but  it  now 


looks  like  the  rPC  is  acquir- 
ing some  fangs." 

Louise  Barton,  of  brokers 
Henderson  Crossthwalte,  said 
programme  supply  contracts 
could  be  valuable  to  BSkyB  in 
the  short  term.  “But,  further 
out.  if  BSkyB  does  not  have 
an  equity  stake,  Carlton  and 
Granada  could  become  stron- 
ger competitors,  potentially 
bidding  against  BSkyB  for 
sport  and  movie  programme 
rights." 

BSkyB’s  shares  dropped  45 
to  521/3,  wiping  £774  million 
off  its  market  value.  Carlton 
was  up  10*4  points,  Granada 
down  8%. 


‘He  just  started 
buying  every  bit 
of  junk  he  could. 
He  filled  the 
whole  house’ 
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Hoarder  trapped 
by  his  own  junk 


Sydney  O craft,  top  left,  and  his  former  wife,  Joan,  left,  who  was  driven  to  despair  by  junk,  above  photograph:  paul  rogers 


Atax  Bellos 


FOR  more  than  40  years 
Sydney  Ocraft  stacked 
rubbish  at  bis  home  in 
Langley,  near  Birmingham. 
The  70-year-old  could  not 
walk  past  a piece  of  junk, 
his  neighbours  said,  with- 
out picking  It  up.  He  even 
had  a special  trolley  to 
wheel  it  all  home. 

Bis  wife,  Joan,  left  him 
four  years  ago  because  the 
house  was  so  fall  you  could 
not  get  to  the  bathroom. 
“We  had  about  100  hikes, 
old  kettles,  car  parts,  rusty 
shelves  and  all  sorts  in  that 
house.**  she  said. 

Then  one  day  the  ceiling- 
high  mountain  of  rubbish 
toppled  over  and  Sydney 
was  stuck. 

Each  time  he  moved, 
more  Junk  foil  on  top  of 
him.  For  more  that  24 
hoars  he  could  not  move. 
He  was  eventually  rescued 
when  a charity  collector 
heard  him  shouting. 

Firefighters  arrived  and 
found  Sydney  with  his  legs 
in  the  air.  It  took  90  min- 
utes to  free  him.  He  was 
taken  to  Sandwell  general 
hospital  where  he  was  yes- 
terday badly  bruised  but 
“comfortable”. 


Roger  Sherwood,  aged  68, 
a neighbour  who  has  been 
petitioning  for  20  years  to 
have  the  house  closed  down 
by  environmental  health 
officers,  said:  “If  it  wasn't 
so  serious  it  would  be 
ftmny.  The  whole  place  Is 
unsafe,  the  walls  look  like 
they  are  coming  down.” 

Mrs  Ocraft  said  she  had 
no  sympathy  for  her  former 
imyTtawd  “He  was  a miser. 
He  did  not  need  to  live  like 
that.  He  has  got 
of  pounds  stashed  away  in 
building  societies  and 
banks,  he  Is  just  too  tight  to 
put  his  hand  in  his  pocke 

“I  married  him  when  I 
was  20.  He  was  24.  We 
moved  into  the  house  two 
years  after  we  were  mar- 
ried and  then  he  started 
bringing  rubbish  home. 

“It  started  when  onr 
youngest  child,  Amanda, 
started  helping  out  with 
Jumble  sales  and  one  time 
he  came  and  started  buying 
everything.  From  then  on 
he  Just  started  buying 
every  bit  of  Junk  he  could 
get  his  hand*  on.  He  filled 
the  whole  house. 

“We  have  five  grandchil- 
dren and  Sydney  hasn’t  seen 
any  of  them.  We  have  all 
told  him  to  dean  up  his  act. 
but  he  won't  stop  hoarding. 


Advice 

for 

school 

trips 

abroad 


Donald  MacLeod 
Education  Correspondent 


j DUSTERS  are  to  issue 
Inew  guidance  to 
[schools  about  safety 
on  trips  abroad,  amid  grow- 
ing concern  that  arrange- 
ments for  thousands  of  chil- 
dren are  hit  and  miss  affairs. 

Children  pursuing  outdoor 
activities  in  this  country  are 
covered  by  a code  of  practice 
and  operators  are  licensed. 
But  school  trips  to  Europe,  let 
alone  expeditions  to  the  Him- 
alayas, are  completely  unreg- 
ulated. although  there  are 
bodies  offering  voluntary 
screening. 

Attempts  over  two  years  to 
draw  up  an  inspection 
scheme  or  accreditation  for 
expedition  organs  iers  have 
been  stalled. 

Pressure  for  schools  to  be 
given  clear  advice  on  safety 
abroad  has  mounted  since  the 
murder  last  year  of  Caroline 
Dickinson,  a 13-year -old  from 
Launceston,  Cornwall.  She 
was  wiled  in  a hostel  in  Brit- 
tany, which  the  local  Labour 
MP,  David  Jameson,  subse- 
quently described  as  “little 
more  than  a doss  house’’. 

But  the  draft  circular  being 
drawn  up  by  education  offi- 
cials will  not  cover  the  esti- 
mated 15,000  young  people  a 
year  who  take  part  in  expedi- 
tions outside  Europe.  While 
organisations  Uke  Raleigh  In- 
ternational insist  cm  profes- 
sionally qualified  leaders  and 
elaborate  back-up,  there  are  a 
host  of  amateur-led 
expeditions. 

Charles  Rigby,  whose  com- 
pany World  Challenge  sends 
school  groups  to  Africa, 
South  America  and  Asia,  has 
been  rempaigning  for  two 
years  for  Inspections  and  an 
accreditation  scheme.  “It  Is 
high  time  we  set  aside  profes- 
sional jealousy  in  the  Inter- 
ests of  saving  people's  lives.  It 
is  ftasRntial  that  there  is  a 
forum  in  which  standards  on 
youth  expeditions  are  scruti- 
nised and  raised.  We  require 
a system  of  inspection  and  a 
code  of  practice.” 

Mr  Rigby  described  as  inef- 
fectual the  code  of  practice 
drawn  up  by  the  Young  Ex- 
plorers’ Trust,  which  screens 
expedition  plans  for  a £25  fee. 


Television  series  ‘led  teenager  to  fatal  double  life  of  vice’ 


Men  deny  killing  prostitute 
schoolgirl  with  pure  heroin 


JL  SCHOOLGIRL 

tempted  into  a double 
A-A  life  of  prostitution 
# latter  watching  the 
television  series  Band  of  Gold 
was  killed  by  experimenting 
drug  dealers,  a court  heard 
yesterday. 

Lucy  Burchell,  aged  16.  had 
begun  working  as  a prostitute 
on  the  streets  of  Walsall  in 
the  West  Midlands  six 
months  before  her  death, 
while  she  still  attended  school 
and  successfully  sat  her 
GCSE  exams. 

Her  body  was  found 
dumped  on  waste  ground  be- 
hind a Birmingham  night 
club  last  August,  five  days 
after  her  parents,  of  Great 
Wyrley,  near  Cannock,  in 
Staffordshire,  had  reported 
her  missing. 

A teenage  friend  told  Bir- 
mingham crown  court  Lucy 
would  ring  her  from  the  red 
light  district  while  plying  her 
trade,  and  that  she  had  sound- 
ed normal  and  happy  on  the 
night  she  died. 

Lucy,  who  had  begun  keep- 
ing bad  company,  smoking 

cannabis  and  sniffing  lighter 
fuel,  told  ber  in  April  last 
year  that  she  had  become  a 
prostitute,  she  said.  “She  told 
me  she  had  thought  about  try- 
ing to  do  it  after,  watching 
Band  of  Gold.  She  used  to 
watch  that  a lot" 


The  prosecution  claims  Ta- 
hir Khan,  aged  27,  of  Saltley, 
and  Rungzabe  Khan,  aged  25, 
of  Hodge  Hill,  both  in  Bir- 
mingham, may  have  been 
using  the  teenager  to  test 
some  unusually  pure  heroin. 

Both  deny  murder  and  pos- 
session and  supply  of  heroin. 
Tahir  Khan  also  denies  un- 
lawful possession  of  a 
firearm. 

John  Miffing  QC,  prosecut- 
ing. told  the  Jury  Lucy  had 
been  seen  the  night  before  she 
died  climbing  into  a red  car 
which  matched  the  descrip- 
tion of  Rungzabe  Khan’s  vehi- 
cle. A witness  had  seen  her 
soliciting  in  Caldmore,  Wal- 
sall’s red  light  district 

She  was  allegedly  taken  to  a 
house  in  Birmingham,  given 
a lethal  dose  of  80  per  cent 
pure  heroin  by  the  two  men 
and  left  to  die. 

Mr  Mitting  said  Lucy  was 
not  a heroin  addict  but  the 
two  men  were  experienced 
drug  dealers  who  would  have 
known  the  effect  of  the  fatal 
dose. 

Toxicology  reports  had 
shown  that  the  heroin  found 
in  Lucy’s  stomach  was  10 
Hmw  the  dose  used  medically 
for  pain  relict  he  added.  It 
had  also  been  administered 
orally,  rather  than  by  injec- 
tion or  snorting. 

Twenty-nine  “wraps”  of 


heroin  were  found  at  Tahir 
Khan’s  home,  one  of  which 
bore  his  co-defendant’s 
fingerprint 

Mr  Mitting  said  the  men 
may  have  administered  the 
drug  to  render  her  incapable 


of  stopping  them  doing  what- 
ever they  wanted  to  her,  or  to 
get  her  booked,  or  perhaps 
they  wanted  to  test  the  effects 
of  administering  that  purity 
of  heroin.  “But  each  of  them 
consciously  took  the  decision 
to  not  get  help  for  her,”  he 
added. 

When  they  were  arrested, 
they  gave  differing  accounts 
about  what  had  happened. 

Mr  Mitting  said  Tahir  Rban 
bad  said  Lucy  had  been 
brought  to  Birmingham,  was 
looking  for  cannabis  and  was 
given  heroin  instead,  more 
than  the  normal  dose.  The 
next  day,  when  he  and  his  co- 
defendant returned,  they 
found  her  body. 

He  allegedly  told  a girl- 
friend “We  done  it.” 

Rungzabe  Khan  denied  giv- 
ing Lucy  the  drug  and  said  he 
had  arrived  at  the  house  to 
find  her  still  alive  but  in  dis- 
tress, the  com!  heard.  He 
claimed  he  had  pleaded  with 
his  Mend  to  get  medical  help 
but  the  other  man  refused  and 
when  he  returned  Lucy  was 
dead. 

The  hearing  continues. 


■rfifjV- 


Lucy  Burchell,  aged  16,  a bright  and  happy  GCSE  pupil 
who  died  after  she  turned  to  prostitution  in  Birmingham 


Vicar’s  post-poll  outpouring  jangles  Bell  MP 


Parish  letter 
hitsatTatton’s 
‘braying  asses’ 


David  Ward 


MASTERS  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal exegesis  are  ex- 
pected to  be  sum- 
moned -to  deconstruct  an 
oblique  piece  of  prose  in 
which  the  vicar  of  Great  Bud- 
worth  in  Cheshire  appears  to 
take  a swipe  at  his  new  MP, 
the  saintly  Martin  Bell. 

The  letter  written  by  the 
Reverend  Derek  Mills  for  his 
parish  newsletter  is  so  gno- 
mic that  comparisons  have  al- 
ready been  made  with  Samuel 
Beckett,  Eric  Cantona  and  the 
former  Bishop  of  Durham. 

Mr  Bell  himself  is  not  sure 
what  It  means,  but  he  thinks 


Martin  Bell,  who  unseated 
Tory  MP  Neil  Hamilton 

it  could  be  a coded  message  of 
support  for  Tatton’s  former 
MP,  Neil  Hamilton  (whom  Mr 
Mills  appears  to  compare 
with  the  crucified  Christ). 


Mr  Bell  certainly  won’t  be 
suing  for  libel,  bat  he  will  lis- 
ten. to  no  more  of  Mr  Mills's 
sermons.  Although  a resident 
of  Great  Budworth.  he  has  de- 
cided to  worship  elsewhere. 

Mr  Mills,  who  names  no 
names,  makes  much  of  the 
saying  “Do  you  think  that, 
when  all  the  asses  bray,  you 
get  wisdom?”,  suggesting  that 
29,354  Tatton  voters  were  asi- 
nine when  they  plumped  for 
Mr  Bell  on  May  X (a  view 
shared  by  Mr  Hamilton). 

“On  the  whole,  I do  not 
think  that  wisdom  has  been 
increased  in  our  constitu- 
ency,” be  laments. 

Mr  Mills  writes  that  when 
he  entered  Mr  Bell’s  "con- 
traption” (the  independent 
candidate’s  joking  descrip- 
tion of  his  election  machine) 
to  ask  a question  “I  was  not 
only  refused  an  answer  but 
was  told  to  go  and  vote  for  a 
different  candidate”. 


Mr  Bell  commented:  ‘T  bad 
a meeting  in  Great  Budworth 
which  was  attended  by  a lot  of 
Tories.  1 think  Mr  Mills  was 
there.  I said  to  the  unrecon- 
structed HamfWnniawa  If  you 

think  he  wiQ  mniro  a better 
MP  than  me,  you  should  vote 
for  him’.” 

One  of  Mr  MflXs's  sentences 
has  caused  heads  to  be 
scratched  ah  over  Tatton.  It 
reads:  "Now  spare  a thought 
for  the  one  man  in  Great  Brit- 
ain who  might  have  been  a 
member  of  parliament,  jf  he 
had  not  opted  out  of  the  gen- 
eral election.” 

Mr  Bell  said:  "None  of  us 
can  work  that  one  out" 

It  may  be  that  Mr  Mills  is 
referring  to  the  Lib  Dem  can- 
didate who  stood  down  to 
make  way  for  Mr  Bell.  He  con- 
tinues: “It  Just  goes  to  show 
that  sticking  to  your  princi- 
ples is  the  right  thing  to  do 
and  it  does  not  always  make 


you  a loser.”  This  could  refer 
to  the  Lib  Dem,  to  Mr  Bell,  to 
Mr  Hamilton  or  even  to 
Thomas  hBedret 
Mr  Bell  said  that  he  was 
handed  the  parish  nwgawitw 
on  his  second  Sunday  visit  to 
church.  "Having  read  it,  I 
thought  it  would  be  uncom- 
fortable for  Mr  Infills  to  have 
me  in  his  congregation  and  it 
would  be  uncomfortable  for 
me.  So  IT1  just  go  and  worship 
elsewhere.  It  is  no  bigdeaL 
“He  is  entitled  to  his  opin- 
ions and  if  he  wants  to  share 
them  with  his  parishioners 
that’s  entirely  a matter  for 
him  and  them.” 

The  letter  begins  with  a ref- 
erence to  the  old  song  I Took 
My  Harp  To  A Party  And  No 
One  Asked  Me  To  Play.  Mr 
Mills  comments:  “We  can  all 
feel  pain  for  the  harpist,  espe- 
cially if  he  or  she  was  a good 
harpist  whose  talent  and  dedi- 
cation were  not  appreciated." 


Thousands 
of  child  sex 
offenders 
‘at  large' 


Alan  Travis 
Horn*  Affairs  Editor 


THERE  are  110,000  men 
who  have  been  con- 
victed of  offences 
against  children  liv- 
ing in  England  and  Wales,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  official  es- 
timate of  the  scale  of  the 
paedophile  problem,  pub* 
fished  today. 

The  Home  Office  study  also 
estimates  that  one  in  60  of  all 
men  have  been  convicted  of  a 
sex  crime,  including  minor  of- 
fences. by  the  time  they  are 
40.  One  raftn  in  90  has  been 
convicted  of  a serious  sex  of- 
fence, such  as  rape,  incest  or 
gross  indecency  with  a child, 
by  the  same  age. 

The  study,  which  was 
partly  based  on  tracing  the 
criminal  careers  of  a sample 
of  men  bam  in  1953.  also  gives 
an  indication  of  the  reoffend- 
ing rate.  It  estimates  that  10 
per  cent  of  sexual  offenders 
are  convicted  of  a second  of- 
fence within  five  years  and  a 
ftirther  12  per  cent  are  con- 
victed of  3 violent  crime. 

The  research  says  the 
110,000  paedophiles  are 
amongst  an  estimated  260,000 
men  who  can  be  classed  as 
known  sex  offenders  because 
they  have  been  convicted  of 
offences  such  as  rape.  Inde- 
cent assault  incest  or  sex 
with  a minor. 

The  figure  is  likely  to  be  an 
underestimate  of  the  total 
number  of  active  paedophiles 
as  it  only  covers  those  con- 
victed by  the  courts  of  of- 
fences involving  children. 

But  the  study  gives  the  first 
official  lrytiraHnn  of  the  po- 
tential size  of  the  national 
register  of  paedophiles  and 
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other  sex  offenders  which  b 
to  be  setup  later  this  year.  . 

Home  Office  researchers 
say  had  the  register  been  in 
force  now  it  would  hold 
125.006  names  and  addreem 
of  known  sex  offenders.  This 
would  include  1CKL000  men 
convicted  of  paedophile  of- 
fences. A further  UXQQQ  men 
convicted  of  offences  against 
children  would  not  have  to 
register  because  their  crimes 
were  too  minor. 

The  other  23.000  required  to 
register  are  men  convicted  of 
rape  or  other  sex  crimes, 
which  hove  been  punished 
with  at  least  two  and  a half 
years  in  prison.  Sex  criminals 
excluded  from  the  need  to 
register  cover  such  cases  as 
those  of  indecent  exposure. 

Of  those  who.  - would  be 
required  to  reifcter.  some 
25,000  sex  offenders.  Includ- 
ing 15,000  paedophiles,  have 
committed  offences  regarded 
as  so  serious  that  they  would 
remain  on  the  list  for  life,  A 
farther  104)00  had  a convic- 
tion in  the  previous  10  years 
which  would  have  required 
registration  for  up  to  10  years. 

The  figures  disclose  the 
scale  of  requiring  all  con- 
victed sex  offenders  to  regis- 
ter with  police,  and  the  diffi- 
culties faced  by  schools, 
youth  groups  and  other 
organisations  in  carrying  out 
checks  on  potential  volun- 
teers. 

The  register  will  not  be  ret- 
rospective, so  it  Is  likely  to  bo 
years  before  it  gives  a com- 
prehensive picture  of  known 
sexual  offenders  living  in 
England  and  Wales. 

Peter  Marshall,  author  of 
the  Home  Office  research, 
says  that  the  study  was  car- 
ried out  because  concerns 
about  monitoring  sex  offend- 
ers had  led  to  legislation  ear- 
lier this  year,  yet  the  “Impor- 
tant information  missing 
from  this  debate  is  the  num- 
ber of  known  sexual  offend- 
ers.” 

The  Home  Office  Minister, 
Alun  Michael,  last  night  said: 
“These  figures  underline  the 
need  to  take  action.”  He  said 
the  Government  was  working 
with  police  to  establish  a code 
of  guidance  on  notifying  rele- 
vant organisations  in  sensi- 
tive cases.  • 

Ministers  are  also  looking 
at  more  effective  ways  of 
supervising  sex  offenders 
when  they  are  released  from 
prison. 


Blair  hails 
EU  summit 
triumphs 


Hldnal  White 
Political  Editor 


TONY  BMr  yesterday 
proclaimed  his  Euro- 
pean summit  debut  in 
Amsterdam  a victory 
for  Labour's  “fresh  and  con- 
structive approach”  to  Euro- 
pean Union  diplomacy,  in  the 
face  of  Conservative  taunts 
that  tiie  treaty  negotiations 
this  week  had  produced  “not 
a triumph  but  a tragedy”. 

In  protracted  exchanges 
with  his  predecessor.  John. 
Major,  who  was  making  his 
last  appearance  at  the  Des- 
patch Box  as  Tory  leader,  the 
Prime  Minister  listed  major 
points  won  In  the  Dutch  capi- 
tal. These  included  protecting 
Britain’s  border  controls, 
minimising  the  expansion  of 
majority  voting,  protecting 
Nato  and  promoting  the  new 
government’s  flexible  jobs 
agenda.  ’ 

“We  have  proved  to  the 
people  of  Britain  that  we  can 
get  a better  deal  by  being  con- 
structive, and  we  have  proved 
to  Europe  that  Britain  can  be 
a leading  player,  setting  a 
new  agenda  that  faces  the  real 
challenges  of  the  new  cen- 
tury,” Mr  Blair  said  amid 
Labour  cheers. 

But  MPS  remained  divided 
last  night  over  the  long  term 
implications  of  the  summit 
and  the  parallel  deal  on  Brit- 
ain’s fish  quota  problems 
with  Spain. 

They  want  time  to  study  the 
texts  in  detail. 

Downing  Street  claimed  26 
positive  achievements  — not 
counting  Mr  Blair’s  victory  In 
the  EU  leaders’  bicyde  race. 

Mr  Major  went  through  the 
stated  achievements,  claim- 
ing that  much  was  either 
done  by  the  Tory  government 
— notably  the  borders  deal, 
which  had  been  on  offer  since 
March  — or  was  never  under 
threat 

He  warned  that  ministers 
had  conceded,  for  the  first 
time,  “the  principle  of  inte- 
grating defence  into  the  EU”, 
a charge  Mr  Blair  denied. 

Yesterday,  the  Agriculture 
Minister,  Jack  Cunningham, 


fleshed  out  the  details  of  ai 
exchange  of  letters  betweei 
tiie  Prime  Minister  and  Jac 
ques  Santer.  president  of  tin 
European  Commission 
Whitehall  believes  It  has  nov 
won  Mr  Santeris  support  ti 
enforce  stronger  regulation  o 
mainly-Spanisb  “quota  hop 
ping”  in  British  waters. 

Although  his  Tory  shadow 
Tony  Baldry,  called  the  let 
ters  “a  comprehensive  sell 
out”  and  a black  day  for  th( 
fishing  industry.  Dr  Cunning 
ham  said  there  would  be  con 
sulfation  before  new  licensing 
rules  are  issued. 

These  would  tackle  low  fisl 
stocks,  over-capacity  amonj 
boats,  and  quota  changes,  eu 
well  as  impose  new  require 
ments  on  Spanish  owners  oi 
British-flagged  vessels  ir 
British  waters  to  fond  hall 
their  catches  in  British  ports 
employ  half  their  crews  from 
Britain  or  start  most  trips 
from  British  ports.  The  aim  is 
to  yield  “substantial  eco- 
nomic benefits’*  for  «hi»e 
harbours.  Dr  Cunningham 
explained. 

Like  Mr  Blair,  he  blamed 
the  problems  on  Labour’s  in- 
heritance from  the  Tories. 

Ministers  stress  that  tin 
European  Commission  is  now 
committed  to  enforcing 
tighter  regulation  of  quota 
rules.  But  Mr  Baldry  com- 
plained: “How  can  an  ex- 
change of  letters  ...  be  bind- 
ing on  anyone  else?" 

Mr  Blair  was  cock-a-hoop 
as  he  denied  a series  of 
claims,  including  Bill  Cashes 
suggestion  that  he  has  com- 
mitted Britain  to  rejoin  the 
ERM.  “I  am  happy  to  tell  the 
House  that  our  objectives 
were  fully  achieved.  And  they 
were  achieved  while  at  the 
same  time  improving  our 
standing  !n  , Europe  and 
relationships  with  our 
partners.” 

He  told  MPs:  "We  have  ob- 
tained legal  security  far  our 
frontin-  controls,  through  a 
legally  binding  protocol  to  the 
treaty.  This  Is  an  achieve- 
ment of  lasting  value,  at- 
tained for  the  first  time." 
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*n  heaven  brings  cries  of  betrayal  from  within  Redwood’s  Barmy  Army  as  it  turns  bitter  contest  on  its  head 

Odd  couple’^whirlwind  romance 


' ■ : 


Rivals  eyeballed  one  another  before 
agreeing  to  disagree  on  Europe, 
writes  Etaren  MacAskill 


agreement 


years  at  least5  — Clarke 


Kenneth  ciarke 

and  John  Red- 
wood eyeballed 
one  another.  The 
arch-opponents 
were  meeting  at  a safe  house 
near  Westminster  just  over 
an  hour  after  the  result  of 
Tory  leadership  contest  on 
Tuesday  night  Escorted  fay 
one  supporter  each,  they  ran  , 
through  a list  of  Issues  to  see 
if  they  could  thrash  out  a 
that  could  deliver  the  leader- 
ship. 

Health  policy.  Both  quickly 
agreed.  Education.  Again 
agreement . So  too  with  wel- 
fare and  environment  Mr 
Clarke  wrote  down  notes  as 
they  went  along;  The  other 
two  men  — Michael  Heseltine 
for  Mr  Clarke  and  HwyD  Wil- 
liams. Mr  Redwood's  aide  — 
nodded. 

And  then  they  reached  the 
single  currency.  Mr  Clarke 
looked  directly  at  Mr  Red- 
wood: “I  am  not  going  to  give 
in."  Mr  Redwood  returned  the 
stare:  “1  am  not  giving  in 


either."  And  they  both 
laughed.  A compromise, 
promising  a free  vote,  was 
quickly  worked  out 

That  deal,  published  as  a 
joint  statement  yesterday, 
produced  an  extraordinary 
level  of  chaos,  even  for  a 
party  weU  used  over  the  last 
decade  to  tnrmoil.  MPs 
looked  on  in  -amazement  at 
the  consquences  of  the  pact 
that  brings  together  long  term 
rivals:  not  only  Mr  Redwood 
and  Mr  Clarke  — who  only 
two  years  ago  predicted  a 
Tory  party  led  by  Mr  Red- 
wood would  be  in  the  wilder- ; 
ness  for  1,000 years — but  pro- 1 
Europeans  such  as  Peter ' 
Temple-Morris  and  arch 
Euro-sceptic  Teresa  Gorman. 

Not  all  Redwood  supporters 
were'  happy.  His  action 
brought  cries  of  betrayal  from 
within  his  Barmy  Army.  One 
of  Mr  Redwood's  campaign 
team,  in  near  despair,  said: 
"Pass  me  the  razor  blades.” 
Later,  threatening  either  to 
abstain  or  vote  for  Mr  Hague 


has  been  entered  into  for  the 
next  24  hours.  This  agreement  is 
for  five  years  at  least  We  are 

both  going  to  work  together  to 
bring  every  member  of  our  party 
into  the  team”  — Kenneth 
Chute 

"I  come  out  firmly  for  William 
because  the  principles  that  he  is 
founding  his  vision  upon  are 

very  much  the  principles  I 
founded  my  Government  on  for 
quite  a long  time"  — Lady 
Thatcher 


rather  than  follow  Mr  Red- 
wood into  ftw  Clarke  camp, 
he  recalled  the  near-extinc- 
tion of  Conservatives  in  Can- 
ada: "We  are  taking  the  slow 
boat  to  Canada.” 

An  infantryman  In  the 
Barmy  Army,  Sir  Teddy 
Taylor,  was  prepared  to  say 
publicly  he  was  switching 
support  to  Mr  Hague  and  felt 
let  down  by  Mr  Redwood,  j 
whom  he  had  backed  I 
his  leadership  bid  in  1395:  “1 ! 
feel  thoroughly  confused  and  j 


“Mr  Redwood  has  abandoned 
hte  kHJd^tnjmpeted  principles 
about -European  monetary  union 
for  what  he  dearly  perceives  to 

behls  own  short-term  pofflfoal 
advantage.  In  fact  he  has  de- 
stroyed himself.  No  one  wfll  ever 
trust  him  again."  — Sir  Peter 
TepeoB,  Hague  supporter 

'This  has  the  flavour  of  a rather 
desperate  attempt  to  try  and  wtn 
this  election  with  the  probability 
of  another  leadership  election  in 
top  short  a tkne  ahead.”  — 
Peter  Ulay  on  Clarice  and 
Redwood 


astonished.  The  proposal  [the 
Glarke-Redwood  compromise] 
will  make  for  another 
thoroughly  dbnmbpri  party. 
We  are  going  back  to  another 
happy  shambles.” 

The  deal  that  the  Conserva- 
tives may  yet  roe  began  with 
a call  from  Mr  Clarke  to  Mr 
Redwood  at  &3Qpm  on  Tues- 
day, 10  minutes  after  the 
result  of  the  leadership  ballot 
that  gave  Mr  Clarke  64  votes, 
Mr  Hague  62  and  Mr  Redwood 
38.  Mr  Clarke  was  first  to  bid 


I “I  am  very  disappointed,  not  to 
say  astonished,  by  John  Red- 
wood's move — which  seems  to 
be  one  of  breath-taking  cyni- 
cism. Fbr  the  last  few  weeks,  he 
has  rightly  and  impressively 
urged  the  Conservative  Party  to 
make  up  its  mind  on  the  single 

currency.  Now  he  is  adamant  for 
fudge.  This  is  a bogus  alliance 
bidtt  on  sand  and  it  win  not  last." 

— Norman  Lamont 

“Unless  the  (eft  and  the  right 
come  together  we  have  no 
chance  of  unking  and  winning 
the  next  election"  — Edward 


for  Mr  Redwood's  endorse- 
ment Mr  Hague  was  slower 
to  react,  not  calling  Mr  Red- 
wood until  6.15pm. 

At  6.30pm.  Mr  Clarke,  Mr 
Heseltine.  Mr  Redwood  and 
Mr  Williams  met  anil  45  min- 
utes later  they  emerged  with 
notes  that  formed  the  basis 
for  the  joint  statement.  Mr 
Williams  went  off  to  the  Red- 
wood campaign  headquarters  1 
in  Wilfred  Street  to  tidy  up  1 
the  Joint  statement 

A quarter  of  an  hour  after  ; 


i-afty  Thatcher  with  William  Hague  and  Ms  supporters  outside  the  Commons  yest  erday 


PHOTOGRAPH;  MARTIN  ARGLES 


Redwood  supporters  split  on  switch 


Shifting  loyalties 
leaves  both  sides 
unsure  of  result 


Rebecca  Smlttmrs 
Pofltlcai  Correspondent 

OP  THE  38  MPs  who  had 
voted  for  Mr  Redwood 
in  Tuesday’s  second 
ballot,,  many  had  already 

made  up  their  mind&  early 
yesterday  about  which  candi- 
date they  would  switch  to  in 
today's  ballot 

Rightwinger  Edward  Leigh 
said  he  was  throwing  his  sup- 
port behind  Mr  Clarke.  “Un- 


less the  left  and  the  right 
come  together  we  have  no 
chance  of  nntting  and  win- 
ning the  next  election."  he 
said. 

John  Townend,  chairman 
Of  the  iyflygriHsl  '32  group  of 
rightwing  MPs,  said  he  had 
had  no  hesitation  about 
switching  to  Mr  Hague.  “Hie  Is 
on  centre  right  of  the 
party  and -his  views  are  more 
in  line  with  mine  as  he  is  op- 
posed to  the  single  currency 
in  principle. 

' think  that  if  Labour  tries 

to  take  us  in  cm  the  single -cur- 
rency. then  we  need  a plat- 
form of  firm  opposition'  to 
fight  it  property 

Asked  why  he  had  thrown 
his  support  behind  Mr  Hague, 


James  Cran  explained:  “Mr 
Clarke  Is  not  the  man  for  me. 
William's  agenda  is  nearer 
my  agenda  than  Sen 
01  arVf^s. 1 * 

On  the  question  of  whether 
the  former  Welsh  secretary 
was  “a  big  hitter”,  he  said  the 
jury  was  still  out,  but  added 
that  he  had  been  impressed 
with  the  way  Mr  Hague  bad 
been  peritormlngj.  'The  perfor- 
mances Fm  seeing  .are  good  - 
ones.” 

David  Wflshlre,  a Redwood 
campaign  manager  , who  is  1 
switching  to  Mr  Clarke,  said: . 
“The  beauty  of  this. team,  is 

I that  we.  have  throughout  been 1 

ourselves.  But  it  is  up  to  our 
1 supporters  to  decide  for  them- 
selves which  way  .to  vote." 


Where  the  votes  are  going 


Hague 

Bin  cash 
Michael  Colvin 
Christopher  Chope 
James  Gran 
Eric  Forth 
Ian  GO 

Bernard  Jenkln 
Andrew  Hunter 
Gerald  Howarth 
Patrick  Nicholls 
-Richard  Shepherd 
Sir  Michael  Spicer 
Desmond  Swayne 
Sir  Teddy  Tayfor 
John  Townend 
Charles  Wardie 
John  YftiltHngdaJe 


Sir  Richard  Body 
Teresa  Gorman 
John  Bercow 
Julian  Brazier 
Angela  Browning 
Edward  Leigh 
Piers  Merchant 
John  Redwood 
1 Andrew  Robathan 
Marten  Roe 
David  WHshira 
Nicholas  Winterton 

Ann  WInterton 

John  Wilkinson 

Abstaining:  lain  Duncan- 
SmHti.  Julian  Lewis. 

Others  not  known. 


Fraud  Squad  raids,  company  providing  offices  for  Hague  campaign  HQ 


Mr  Hague's 


campaign  Hft  in  Stafford  Place 


David  Hancke 
Westminster  OtHveepOMdont 

■■■HE  Fraud  Squad  has 
I raided  the  premises  of  the 
company  providing  the  cam- 
paign headquarters  of  Wil- 
liam Hague. 

The  raid  — which  took 
place  a week  after  Mr  Hague 
set  up  hia  leadership  cam- 
paign there  — ted  to  the- sei- 
zure of  documents  from  the 
training  division  of  the  Cor- 
porate Services  Group  (CSG), 
which  has  test  Mr  Hague 
office  space  to  run  his  cam- 
paign,! n Stafford  Place, 
Victoria. 

The  chairman  of  “the  OJV1- 
iaSML  Jonathan  Sayeed,  is  MP  i 


for  Mid  Bedfordshire  and  an 
active  supporter  of  Mr  Hague. 

Mr  Sayeed  took  up  the  job 
as  chairman  of  the  training 
division  last  October,  after  an 
investigation  bad  been 
launched  into  two  subsidiar- 
ies of  CSG,  and  after  he  sold 
his  public  relations  and- lob- 
bying company,  Bandagh,  to 
CSG.  / 

Before  that  Kanefagh  ad- 
vised CSG  on  its  multi-mil- 
lion pound  training  pro- 
grammes, . mainly  funded  by 
taxpayers. 

A confidential  repeat  pre- 
pared for  the  Department  fra: 
Education  and  Employment 
hog  revealed  that  two  subsid- 
iaries of  CSG  are  under  inves- 
tigation for  allegedly  falsify- 


ing training  certificates  for 
thousands  of  students  who  I 
either  never  attended  courses 
or  sat  exams. 

Mr  Sayeed,  who  intends  to 
retain  his  rhatrrnang'hfp  of 
the  training  division  alter 
being  elected  as  an  MP,  con- 
firmed that  he  had  given  ad- 
vice to  the  company  during 
the  policy  inquiry  as  a politi- 
cal lobbyist.  “This  was  politi- 
cal advice,  not  business  ad- 
vice” hesaid. 

He  declined  to  comment  on 
two  raids  on  the  company  by 
the  Fraud  Squad,  or  on  the 
details  of  the  investigation. 

Sources  yesterday  said  that 
details  of  the  raid  were  kept 
from  Mr  Hague  as  it  took 
place  in  the  evening. 


Leigh,  Redwood  supporter 

switching  to  Clarice 

“I  feel  thoroughly  contused  and 
astonished.  The  proposal  [foe 
Oarke-Radwood  compromise] 
will  make  for  another  thoroughly 

disunited  party.  We  are  going 
back  to  another  happy  sham- 
bles" — Sbr  Teddy  Taylor 

“I  back  waHam  Hague  100  per 
cent  and  unless  he  wins  I will  not 
participate  In  Conservative  Party 
fund-raising  In  the  future"  — 
Ljovd  Hants,  carpets  mOGonaire 
and  Tory  donor 


leaving  Mr  Clarke,  Mr  Red- 
wood went  to  see  Mr  Hague. 
"That  did  not  take  long."  one 
of  Mr  Redwood’s  supporters 
said  dismissively.  Although 
Mr  Redwood  would  dispute  it 
as  he  does  not  want  to  be  seen 
to  be  acting  out  of  spite,  there 
was  never  much  chance  of 
him  dealing  with  Mr  Hague, 
even  if  such  an  alliance  made 
more  sense  ideologically.  Mr 
Redwood  has  a personal  dis- 
like of  Mr  Hague  that 
stretches  back  to  the  Welsh 


Office,  when  Mr  Hague  tried 
to  upstage  him  when  he  fol- 
lowed him  into  office.  That 
youthful  exuberance  could 
cost  Mr  Hague  the  leadership. 

Having  seen  Mr  Hague  on 
Tuesday  night  Mr  Redwood 
went  to  face  bJs  supporters. 
Desperate  not  to  be  seen  as 
acting  with  indecent  haste  as 
Michael  Howard  and  Peter 
Lille)'  bad  done  after  the  first 
round  of  the  contest,  Mr  Red- 
wood had  promised  to  can- 
1 vass  his  supporters.They 
gathered  at  9pm-  Of  the  30 
present,  dissent  came  from 
only  two.  one  of  whom  was 
John  Townend.  who  yester- 
day declared  support  Tar  Mr 
Hague.  Some,  like  Sir  Teddy 
Taylor,  failed  to  receive  a 
message  that  there  was  a 
meeting.  Others,  suspecting 
betrayal,  did  not  attend. 

One  of  those  present  at  the 
meeting  said  the  mood  was 
hostile  towards  Mr  Hague  be- 
cause of  his  intemperate 
remarks  about  a single  cur- 
rency on  Monday  night.  His 
new-found  Euro-scepticism 
was  treated  with  suspicion. 
“ They  thought  he  was  an- 
other Major,  John  Major  with 
a PFE  degree,  and  they  are 
still  badly  scarred  by  that  ex- 
perience,” cote  of  those  pres- 


ent said.  "We  do  not  know 
where  he  stands  on  a single 
currency.  He  says  different 
things  every  day.  He  could 
put  a three-line  whip  on  for  a 
position  that  we  do  not  even 
know  about.  That  was  the 
killer  argument." 

At  8am  yesterday,  its  the  po- 
litical classes  listened  to  the 
Today  programme  headlines, 
Mr  Clarke  phoned  Mr  Red- 
wood to  confirm  the  deal  was 
still  on  and,  according  to 
their  aides,  to  discuss  Tor  the 
first  time  what  job  Mr  Red- 
wood would  like.  Mr  Redwood 
had  toyed  with  either  party 
chairman,  a useful  base  for 
budding  up  support  for  a 
later  leadership  bid,  or 
shadow  chancellor,  and  he 
opted  for  the  latter. 

Ail  that  was  luff  was  for  Mr 
Redwood  to  see  his  support- 
ers again  and  prepare  for  a 
joint  press  conference  at  mid- 
day with  Mr  Clarke.  It  was 
held  in  Church  House,  in  a 
room  decorated  with  spiritual 
script  full  of  blessings  for  the 
getting  of  knowledge  anil 
understanding,  an  appropri- 
ate venue  for  what  Ann  Wid- 
decombe,  who  supports  the  al- 
liance. described  as  “a 
marriage  made  lit  heaven". 
Or  made  in  hell. 


Thatcher  jumps  off 
fence  to  back  Hague 
in  vintage  style 


Rflfehaol  White 
Political  Editor 


WHEN  Margaret 
Thatcher  finally 
jumped  off  the 
fence  last  night 
and  belatedly  backed  William 
Hague's  attempt  to  win  the 
Tory  leadership,  she  did  so  in 
vintage  Thatcher  style. 

“I  am  supporting  William 
Hague.  Have  you  got  the 
name?  William  Hague.  Vote 
for  him  on  Thursday."  she 
told  the  TV  crews  before  tour- 
ing the  Commons  tearoom. 

Yet  when  the  86-year-old 
! candidate  — who  first  met  his 
heroine  after  making  that 
famous  Blackpool  conference 
speech  when  he  was  16  — 
paid  court  to  the  former 
prime  minister  two  weeks  ago 
the  word  from  the  Thatcher 
camp  was  that  she  was  less 
than  impressed  by  his  lack  of 
firm  principle. 

The  sentiment  gained 
ground  that  she  would  sit  out 
the  contest,  unlike  1990  when 
the  ousted  leader  campaigned 
— enthusiastically  but  un- 
wisely. she  later  decided  — 
for  John  Major.  In  1996  she 
refrained  from  taking  sides, 
reluctant  in  principle  to  baric 
John  Redwood's  challenge 
against  a sitting  premier. 


Though  some  predicted  she 
would  back  him  outright  this 
time,  Mr  Redwood  accepted 
the  logic  of  the  situation:  she 
would  back  whichever  of  the 
three  rightwingers,  himself. 
Peter  Lilley  and  Michael 
Howard,  got  most  votes  in 
round  one.  She  did  not  nor 
did  LUley  or  Howard. 

Yesterday  morning  more 
urgent  imperatives  changed 
her  mind:  the  need  to  stop 
Kenneth  Clarke,  the  man  she 
made  Norman  Fowler’s 
junior  transport  minister  in 
1979,  but  who  clawed  his  way 
UP  the  greasy  pole  by  dint  of 
talent  and  energy,  working  { 
closely  with  Lady  Thatcher 
on  health  and  education 
reforms  despite  their  ideolog- 
ical differences. 

Mr  Redwood’s  decision  to 
back  Mr  Clarke,  the  Heathite 
, pro-European  and  defender  of 
public  services,  astounded, 
then  infuriated  her.  After  Mr 
Hague's  show  of  strength  at 
5pm  she  went  outside  the 
Commons  to  do  her  familiar 
turn  for  the  evening  TV  news. 

It  is  obvious  why  she  is  try- 
ing to  block  the  ex-chancellor. 
He  1s  a political  “big  beast” 
on  the  moderate  wing  of  the 
party  whose  control  or  the 
Tory  machine  would  threaten 
her  ideological  legacy  just  as 
his  toughness  let  him  tell  her 


I in  1990  she  must  step  down. 
"His  manner  was  robust  in 
the  brutal  1st  style  he  had  cul- 
tivated: the  candid  friend." 
she  noted  in  her  memoirs. 

But  does  she  mistrust  Mr 
Redwood?  In  the  early  1980s 
the  young  merchant  banker 
so  impressed  the  then-pre- 
mier that  she  made  him  bead 
of  the  Downing  Street  policy 
unit  at  32.  He  disagreed  with 
the  boss  when  he  saw  fit  (on 
the  poll  tax.  he  now  says),  and 
then  found  a safe  seat  in  Wo- 
kingham in  1987. 

The  brutal  fact  is  that, 
never  a very  good  picker,  she 
is  reluctant  to  back -another 
loser  after  her  John  Major 
misjudgment.  She  did  not 
back  Redwood  because  she 
did  not  think  he  could  win. 
but  would  have  done  had  he 
came  second  on  Tuesday. 

His  "treason"  yesterday 
clinched  her  support  for  Mr 
Hague,  though  yesterday  he 
denied  it  was  purely  negative: 
a Stop  Clarke  move. 

“Lady  Thatcher  has  known 
me  for  20  years  and  her  state- 
ment today  is  a warm  en- 
dorsement of  me.”  the  youn- 
gest elder  statesman  in  the 
business  insisted.  So  it  was, 
as  TV  viewers  later  saw.  But 
will  it  matter?  Does  she  sway 
votes  any  more,  or  is  this  her 
last,  doomed,  hurrah? 


» *■  # * 


Civil  Servants 


• Town  Hall  Employees 


Teacher* 


It  only  costs  a little  to 
leave  them  a lot 

A Zorich  Municipal  Term  Assurance  Policy  can  provide 
£100.000  for  your  family  if  you  die.  And  if  yon  work  in  the 
politic  sector,  yon  get  a J5S?  duvonni  Kindi  nepu*  yon 
«ooU  pay  Hjnieotidypreinnm  of  just  £V.82*.  It'n  easy,  lou 
a phooccaB;  van  secure  immediate  cover  in  <1  fm-  minut***. 

C*B  mhetr  to  find  oat  more- . One  day,  your  family  might 
■ he  veejr  glad  -yon  did. 


• Post  Office  Staff 


• NHS  Staff 


Open:  $8m-3pm  Mon-Fri,  9am  -1pm  Sal 

efl  on  the  abm*  nhtnbrr  *iUU 

PLEASE  QUOTE  REF:  LGU1906 


■ fire  Service 


* Prison  Officers 


* Ambulance  Service 


Offer  alia  appEm  to  xpanc* 


ZURICH 

MUNICIPAL 

FofU-idp  on  the  Public  Scrtnr 

“IYiMub  rf  CT.B2  iorbidn  pnWir  •refer  itV-uml.  Ex*m[Jr>  pirn  u-  y lU-.ruT  knrl 

■nw  MNiHnrr  potuy  far  « nartinL  iwMaiiUap.  30  >nr-«M  Mr  V-J 
PJTWMII  dtriral  nffiaT.  TV  ptrmw  tpiaSni  nut  V nnnl  arrunbax  la 
■nfaltMomonUD'-nMttKibjrrt  IvamiilajBrral  unfcnnrj  rain  Pmnmtu.  a rr 
dmmdrat  hi  ■ Baubr uf  tartan  «jmI  in  particular an-  Uybrr  Sir  ulnt.  miikrf*  nail 


Zanrb  Mamripai  »«  BlAat  M r J ZanA  Lift-  Uarawr  f-aapan*  1 m-I.  ..far*  ¥ 
r/puatrri  by  Or  {Vmnal  Ihti  itavsi  Afilhmil),  C iw  tfr  afwvrMrr  mrf  in  uniform 
■am  win  araVr  rf  ifcr  Aiwamimi  at  Bnprfi  Imwrrr*.  Zunrk  Hmoriual 
■wbli  S,  kfr  pwbrlxf  2mi  tifraal)  mllkm-nut  imindr  ftlunu-ld]  oJlvr. 

RTp^TplOnirr: 
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Islanders  resent  very  remote  control 


of 


While  Hong  Kong  dominates  the 
headlines,  St  Helenians  are 
struggling  to  make  themselves 
heard.  Ian  Black  and 
Angela  Wigglesworth  report 


SEEN  from  the  deck 
of  an  approaching 
ship  — the  only  way 
to  get  there,  and 
then  only  once 
every  few  weeks  — the  steep 
diffc  and  brooding  mountain 
mists  of  St  Helena  present  as 
forbidding  a vista  today  as 
when  the  exiled  Napoleon  Bo- 
naparte arrived  after  losing  at 
Waterloo. 

Jamestown,  the  capital  and 
only  town,  straggles  up  a nar- 
row gully  between  two  brown 
hills.  A scattering  of  brightly- 
coloured  Georgian  houses  — 
some  with  slave  entrances 
still  marked  — surrounded  by 
tin-roofed  cottages,  it  has  the 
placid  air  of  a small  and 
tightly-knit  community.  An- 
cient cars  putter  along  nar- 
row streets.  “A  lost  county  of 
England."  it  was  once  called. 

Yet  in  the  distant  mother 
country,  St  Helena  is  far.  far 
out  of  sight  and  nearly  always 
out  of  mind  — the  basket  case 
of  the  permanent  empire. 
“The  British  government 
don't  know  where  St  Helena 
Is  and  they  don’t  bloody  well 
care.”  complained  one  embit- 
tered former  governor. 

Just  10  and  a half  miles  by 
six,  with  a population  of  5.500, 
this  gem  of  an  island  lies  deep 
in  the  South  Atlantic, 
1,000  miles  off  Angola  and 
1,800  from  Brazil.  It  is  de- 
fined, more  than  anything 
else,  by  its  sheer  isolation  — I 
an  Atlantic  Alcatraz, 1 
remarked  one  recent  visitor. 

Unlike  the  more  famous 
and  now  much  wealthier 
Falkland^,  or  strategic  Ascen- 
sion Island,  two  days  sailing 
to  the  north  and  itself  ruled 
from  Jamestown,  it  has  no 
airfield.  The  only  regular  visi- 
tor is  the  RMS  St  Helena,  the 
last  of  the  long-distance  mail 
ships  which  sails  from  Car- 
diff, stopping  at  Tenerife, 
Cape  Town  and,  once  a year, 
at  Tristan  da  Cunha,  an  even 
more  remote  sub-dependency. 

St  Helena  has  not  been  in 
the  news  much'  since  Napo- 
leon died  in  1821.  In  the  late 
1960s  there  was  outrage  over 
a plan  to  sell  Its  main  trading 
company  to  a South  African 
and  fears  that  imported  apart- 
heid would  affect  its  tolerant, 
mixed-race  community. 

In  1994  the  big  event  was 
the  start  of  television  broad- 
casts. A British  psychologist 
sent  to  study  the  effect  con- 
cluded that  St  Helenian  chil- 
dren — not  reared  on  the 
small  screen  and  blessed  with 
dedicated  teachers  — were 
the  best  behaved  in  the  world. 

But  the  last  few  years  have 
seen  rumblings  of  resentment 
and  even  unrest  sparked  by  a 
paternalistic  government  and 
the  issues  of  economic  stagna- 
tion and  citizenship. 


"Our  isolation  helps  us  pre- 
serve the  kind  of  culture  we 
have  here  when  you're  al- 
ways thrown  back  on  your 
own  resources,"  explained 
Basil  George,  a retired 
teacher,  in  the  delightfully 
lilting  accent  of  a native 
"Saint".  "But  we  welcome  the 
publicity  we’ve  had  recently 
I because  it  does  highlight  our 
predicament” 

St  Helena's  history  neatly 
illustrates  the  famous  quip 
about  the  British  empire 
being  acquired  "in  a fit  of  ab- 
sence of  mind".  Discovered 
by  the  Portuguese  in  1502  it 
became  a Crown  colony  in 
1659  and  until  1834  was  run  by 
the  East  India  Company. 
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We  can  fight 
and  die  for 
Britain  but  we’re 
not  allowed  to 
live  there  if 
we  want  to* 


Ships  once  anchored  off 
Jamestown  to  take  on  food 
and  water  en  route  to  India 
but  this  tailed  off  after  the 
budding  of  the  Suez  C-anaL 
Now  only  passing  yachts,  the 
RMS  St  Helena,  St  Helenians  , 
going  to  and  from  Ascension,  i 
and  the  odd  adventurous 
tourist  come  here. 

Beset  by  problems  it  is  a 
beautiful  place  with  a high, 
rocky  coastline,  green  val- 
leys. wild  lilies,  hedges  of  red 
orchids  and  sisal  flowers  — 
and  everywhere  a vista  of 
endless  aquamarine  sea.  You 
can  understand  how  Button 
Up  Comer  got  its  name  — it 
really  does  become  colder  as 
you  pass  it  going  up  the  hin. 
Half  Tree  Hollow  and  Lemon 
Gut  are  less  easy  to  fathom. 

Sights  include  Napoleon's 
two  houses  and  now  empty 
tomb,  all  owned  by  the 
French  government  and  with 
a resident  French  consul  to 
keep  an  eye  on  them.  A be- 
mused Foreign  Office  was 
recently  forced  to  deny  that 


he  was  the  target  cf  a kidnap- 
ping plot  by  attention-seeking 
islanders. 

There  are  historic  forts  too, 
ami  Plantation  House,  home 
to  the  governor,  where  Jona- 
than, a 200-year-old  tortoise, 
is  as  much  an  attraction  as 
the  elegant  Georgian 
residence. 

Last  Christmas  there  was  a 
fete  for  "the  poor  of  the 
island"  complete  with  stalls,  a 
marquee  and  bunting,  gamog 
on  the  lawns  and  morris 
dancing  on  the  terrace. 

The  natives  are  friendly 
and  relaxed  and  enjoy  talking 
, to  visitors,  plying  them  with 
sandwiches  and  pink  iced 
cakes  in  simple  homes  where 
fading  pictures  of  the  royal 
family  provide  a direct  link  to 
a distent — and  seemingly  un- 
caring — metropolis. 

“This  is  a very  practical, 
down-to-earth,  pioneer  com- 
munity," said  ong.  “We  build 
our  own  houses  and  when  the 
boat  leaves  to  go  north  it’s  six 
or  eight  weeks  before  it  comes 
back.  So  we  have  to  make  do 
sometimes  and  people  always 
find  a way.  But  one  thing  we 
never  run  out  ofis  South  Afri- 
can beer.” 

"Modernise  the  place,  but  if 
we  change  it  too  much,  it 
wouldn’t  be  special,''  warned 
Michael  Francis.  Tve  trav- 
elled quite  a bit,  but  Fd  al- 
ways come  home.  It’s  peaceful 
here,  very  laid  back.  You 
don’t  have  to  lock  your  house 
or  car.  You  walk  about  at 
night  and  no  one  tries  to  mug 
you." 

Naturally  enough,  most 
Saints  don’t  want  ail  this  to 
change.  But  they  do  want  full 
British  citizenship  — lost 
under  the  1381  Nationality 
Act  — restored.  They  have, 
they  insist,  been  British  for 
300  years  and  fought  for  their 
country  in  two  -world  wars. 
What  locals  call  simply  the 
RMS  was  used  for  the  Falk- 
lands  war,  depriving  them  of 
it  for  over  a year.  And  ironi- 
cally, they  can  still  join  the 
armed  forces.  “We  can  fight 
and  die  for  Britain,”  said  one 
angry  islander,  "hut  we’re  not 
allowed  to  live  there  if  we 
want  to.” 

“St  Helena  has  no  indige- 
nous population,"  argued 
Corinda  Essex,  the  island's 
representative  in  Britain. 
“The  ancestor  of  every  single 
person  on  St  Helena  today 
was  put  there  at  some  point  in 
its  history  by  Britain  to  serve 
Britain.  It  has  never  been  co- 
lonised by  any  other  nation. 
The  way  of  life  is  entirely 
British." 

Saints  say  their  right  to  be 
considered  British  goes  back 
to  1673  when  a royal  charter 
stated  that  “natives  of  St  Hel- 
ena and  future  generations 


the  way  their  democratic 
rights  were  being  restricted.' 
With  no  solicitor  to  turn  to, 
any  complaint  about  the  ad- 
ministration Is  dealt  with  by 
the  administration  UsaiC 

And  Britain’s  overseas  de- 
velopment administration 
(ODA),  upgraded  to  depart 
mental  status  under  the 
Labour  government,  has  been 
repeatedly  criticised  for 
sensing  to  do  everything  it 

can  to  stamp  on  new  prefects. 

Proposals  to  open  a bank 
and  start  a lottery  and  brew- 
ery have  been  blocked  so  an 
island  once  described  as  an 
"earthly  paradise",  which 
grew  its  own  fruit,  vegetables, 
coffee  and  cotton,  now  has  to 
Import  95  per  cent  of  its 
needs. 


Tourism  could  be  big  but  a 
proposal  for  an  airstrip  has 
long  been  entangled  in  red 
tape. 

Vital  sea  routes  have  not 
been  developed  either.  Back 
In  1982.  Andrew  Bell,  the  di- 
rector of  Cumow  Shipping 
which  runs  the  RMS,  wanted 
to  commission  a bigger  ship. 
But  he  too  encountered  that 
familiar  resistance.  “The  idea 
was  strangled  at  birth  by, 
among  other  things,  an  ODA 
report  that  could  have  been 
written  by  Lewis  Carroll,  so 
nonsensical  was  It  in  parts.” 

Supporters  argue  that  it  b 
shameful  that  the  Saints  are 
as  much  prisoners  as  Bona- 
parte was.  "It  is  not  Just  a 
case  of  having  passports,” 
said  Canon  Nicholas  Tumor, 
chairman  of  the  UK  branch  of 
the  Citizenship  Commission. 
"St  Helena  is  a British  bland 
and  should  be  one.  like  the 
Channel  Islands  ...  A British 
island  constitution  would  aid 
the  paternalism.” 
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SOME  hope  for  im- 
provement under 
New  Labour,  with 
its  much-heralded 
emphasis  on  human 
rights.  Tony  Lloyd,  now  a 
Foreign  Office  minister, 
spoke  about  the  Island  in  a 
rare  Commons  debate  last 
January.  “The  relationship 
between  St  Helena  and  Brit- 
ain cannot  and  will  not  be  dis- 
solved," he  vowed  then. 

Last  week  In  the  Lords,  Bar- 
oness Symons  listed  mea- 
sures — building  up  the  skills 
base,  attracting  investment  — 
“aimed  at  bringing  real  im- 
provement to  the  people  of  St 
Helena".  There  was  not  a 
word  about  citizenship,  al- 
though there  have  been  pri- 
vate hints  at  granting  Saints 
the  right  to  work  and  live  in 
the  UK. 

St  Helena  has  no  spin  doc- 
tors and  it  depends  on  guile- 
less men  like  Mr  George 
watching  London  closely 
from  afar.  “We  St  Helenians 
are  very  proud  to  be  British," 
he  said  simply.  “I  think  there 
is  a sense  of  justice  and  fair 
play  here  and  Britain  pro- 
vided the  climate  for  that 
That’s  why  Pm  so  positive 
about  the  British  people, 
though  we  are  cynical  about 
governments." 
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Napoleon  Bonaparte  takes  a garden  stroll  on  St  Helena.  He  was  exiled  after  Waterloo  in  1815  picture  mahy  Evans  UBWW 


should  be  given  full  citizen- . 
ship  rights  as  if  they  had  been 
abiding  and  borne  within  the 
realme  or  England”.  This 
charter  has  never  been 
repealed. 

Mr  George,  for  example,  is 
proud  to  count  among  his  an- 
cestors an  English  soldier 
who  served  in  the  garrison  In 
the  1580s,  black  slaves,  inden- 
tured. Chinese  labourers  and 
a South  African  who  arrived 
as  a prisoner  during  the  Boer 
war. 


Geography  apart,  St  Hele- 
na’s corse  is  that  it  has  never 
been  economically  indepen- 
dent. Freed  slaves  com- 
plained of  lack  cf  work  back 
in  the  1830s  and  there  have 
been  no  exports  since  the 
1960s  when  a thriving  hemp 
industry  collapsed  overnight 
because  the  British  Post 
Office,  its  main  customer, 
switched  to  cheaper  nylon 
twine. 

Total  British  aid  now 
amounts  to  £8.5  million  a 


year,  but  only  around  £S  mil- 
lion gets  to  the  Island.  Much 
is  spent  on  .sending  down  ex- 
perts at  salaries  that  far  out- 
weigh local  ones  (£40,000  com- 
pared to  around  £4,000)  to  do  a 
job  that  could  be  done  by  a ; 
native  — “second-guessing 
decisions  made  on  the  island" 
one  complained. 

The  St  Helenian  govern- 
ment employs  60  per  cent  of 
the  islanders  bat  cuts  have  \ 
pushed  unemployment  up  to  j 
18  per  cent  From  a working  I 


population  of  about  3JXX),  220 
have  jobs  in  the  Falklands 
and  800  on  Ascension.  These 
are  the  only  places  they  can 
look  for  work,  putting  strain 
on  ftmifliw  and  marriages  as 
they  send  back  what  they  call 
their  homepay. 

Last  year,  resentment 
boiled  over  and  toe  governor, 
David  Smallman,  was  at- 
tacked in  his  office;  In  April 
several  cars  were  set  on  fire, 
and  two  members  of  the  exec- 
utive council  resigned  over 
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the  issues  of  economic  stagna-  mused  Foreign  Office  was  stated  that  “natives  of  St  Hel-  as  a prisoner  during  the  Boer  Total  British  aid  now  pushed  unemployment  up  to  and  two  members  of  the  exec-  Next.  Alex 
tion  and  citizenship.  | recently  forced  to  deny  that  I ena  and  fhture  generations  ] war.  I amounts  to  £8.5  million  a 1 18  per  cent  From  a working  I utive  council  resigned  over  I Bermuda 


Chinese  army’s  border  swagger  sticks  in  the  people’s  throats 

yesterday  because  of  what  | Chinese  and  British  officials  j “Can  the  police  and  cos- 1 James  To,  head  of  toe  legis-  j councillor  who  helped  orga-  f Most  people  in  Hong  Kong  i on  the  Hon 
China  described  as  a Ian- 1 about  the  deployment  of  Chi-  toms  carry  on  with. their  busi-  lative  council's  security  nise  the  demonstration.  "We  speak  Cantonese,  while  the  may  not  be 
guage  problem  but  critics  nese  troops  before  the  hand-  ness  as  before,  or  will  the  panel,  has  called  a panel  want  to  know  If  this  is  going  PLA  troops  speak  mainly  J police  pe 


Next.  Alex  Duval  Smith  on 
Bermuda 


Hong  Kong 

1842-1997 


Andrew  Higgins 


NOTORIOUS  In  China 
for  running  red  lights, 
cheating  taxi  drivers 
and  otherwise  flouting  rules 
with  impunity,  toe  People’s 
Liberation  Army  found  itself 
under  siege  in  Hong  Kong 


yesterday  because  of  what 
China  described  as  a lan- 
guage problem  but  critics 
called  an  Hl-omen. 

From  legislators,  news- 
papers. phone-in  programmes 
and  even  toe  street  just  out- 
side toe  PLA's  outpost  in  the 
colony  came  a clamour  of  pro- 
test after  reports  that  toe 
commander  of  its  advance 
guard,  Zhou  Borong.  had  ig- 
nored border  regulations  and 
then  filed  a complaint  against 
Hong  Kong  customs  omclals 
who  tried  to  enforce  the  rules. 

The  furore  coincides  with 
private  wrangling  between 


Chinese  and  British  officials 
, about  the  deployment  of  Chi- 
nese troops  before  the  hand- 
over. China,  which  has  196 
unarmed  troops  In  the  terri- 
tory, wants  to  bring  in  several 
thousand  armed,  men  to  pro- 
tect President  Jiang  Zemin 
and  other  leaders  when  they 
arrive  on  June  30  for  tike 
handover. 

“The  incident  itself  is  not 
90  serious  but  it  touches  on  a 
very  sensitive  issue.  How  win 
the  PLA  conduct  itself?  This 
is  very  important,”  said  Peter 
Cheung,  a politics  professor 
at  Hong  Kong  University. 


“Can  the  police  and  cus- 
toms carry  on  with,  their  busi- 
ness as  before,  or  will  the 
PLA  have  special  privileges?" 

What  started  as  a spat 
about  permits  in  toe  closed 
border  zone  late  last  month 
has  grown  into  a public  rela- 
tions debacle  for  toe  Chinese 
military.  The  PLA  sent  ite 
first  unarmed  troops  into  the 
colony  on  April  21  with  new 
uniforms  and  ready  smiles  to 
woo  a population  which 
staged  a million-strong  march 
in  June  1989  to  denounce  its 
massacre  cf  unarmed  protest- 
ers in  Beijing. 


James  To,  head  of  toe  legis- 
lative council's  security 
panel,  has  called  a panel 
meeting  tomorrow  to  discuss 
the  incident  A few  protesters 
gathered  outside  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Barracks,  the  British 
HQ  where  most  of  the  PLA 
advance  troops  are  billeted, 
waving  mock  wanted  posters 
with  photographs  of  Major- 
General  Zhou  and  shouting 
slogans. 

"If  the  People's  Liberation 
Army  thinks  this  is  just  a lit- 
tle incident  Hnng  Kong 
Is  in  trouble,”  said  Andrew 
TO,  a Democratic  Party  local 


councillor  who  helped  orga- 
nise the  demonstration.  “We 
want  to  know  if  tola  is  going 
to  be  their  behavior  after  July 
L because  if  it  is,  it  will  de- 
stroy toe  rule  of  law  in  Hong 
Kong.” 

China’s  first  official  res- 1 
ponse  came  from  Chen  Zuo’er, 
an  official  on  toe  Sino-British  I 
joint  liaison  group,  who  dis-  i 
missed  it  as  “much  ado  about 
nothing”.  An  unidentified 
official  was  quoted  by  China 
News  Service  as  saying  the 
incident  was  a “small  misun- 
derstanding” resulting  from 
language  difficulties. 


Most  people  in  Hong  Kong 
speak  Cantonese,  while  the 
PLA  troops  speak  mainly 
Mandarin,  despite  claims 
that,  as  part  of  training, 
they  had  learnt  to  speak  and 

sing  karaoke  in  English  anH 

Cantonese  too. 

A caller  to  a phone-in  pro- 
gramme who  identified  him- 
self as  a customs  officer 
said  staff  had  been  given  a list 
of  Chinese  military  number 
plates  and  told  to  exempt 
the  vehicles  from  ordinary 
regulations. 

Main  crossings  apart,  most 
of  toe  frontier  Is  a (dosed  zone 


on  the  Hong  Kong  side  which 
may  not  be  entered  without  a 
police  permit.  Gen  Zhou 
apparently  foiled  to  get  one, 
and  is  said  to  have  com- 
plained about  being  treated 
rudely. 

"We  want  to  know  what 
happened,”  Mr  To  said.  “Are 
they  accusing  our  people  of 
unfairly  enforcing  toe  law? 
Did  our  officers  simply  en- 
force the  law  without  fear  or 
favour? 

"Is  there  a secret  instruc- 
tion concerning  car  plates 
that  may  be  subject  to  exemp- 
tion or  special  attention?" 


Party  leaders  in  talks  to  salvage  T urkish  coalition 
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Erbakan  forced  to  resign 
after  army’s  warnings 


Owen  Bowcott  In  Ankara 


jy  WEEK  of  intensive  polit- 
£\  icai  bargaining  within 
# ^Turkey's  destabilised 
coalition  government  culmi- 
nated yesterday  In  the  prime 
minister,  Neeme  ttin  Erbakan, 
handing  in  his  resignation. 

Evicted  from  the  premier- 
ship by  the  army's  blunt 
warnings  that  it  would  no 
longer  tolerate  creeping  is- 
lamisation  of  the  country,  toe 
leader  of  the  Welfare  Party  Is 
hoping,  nevertheless,  to  hang 

on  to  toe  reins  of  power.  A 
handover  pact,  agreed  in  ad- 
vance by  Mr  Erbakan  and  the 
deputy  prime  minister,  Tansu 
Ciller  of  the  True  Path  Party 
(DYP).  may  enable  them  to 
swap  titles  and  roles.  Votes 
pledged  by  the  smaller  Grand 
Unity  Party  (BBP)  would  pro- 
vide their  revised  coalition 


with  an  overall  majority. 

“We  will  hold  an  election  as 
soon  as  possible,”  Mr  Erba- 
kan promised  earlier  this 
1 week.  The  swap  with  Mrs 
Ciller  would  be  like  “an  air- 
craft refuelling  in  mid-air”. 
But  yesterday  a morning 
deadline  for  Mr  Erbakan  to 
present  himself  to  President 
Suleyman  DemireL  slipped 
back  to  evening  as  tan™  be- 
tween toe  partners  edged  for- 
ward slowly.  It  appeared  that 
the  president  would  not  make 
an  immediate  decision  and 
might  spend,  the  coming  days 
consulting  rival  politicians. 

Opposition  deputies,  intent ! 
on  bringing  down  Mrs  Ciller 
and  Mr  Erbakan,  insist  that 
undo:  toe  constitution  only 
President  Demirel  can  choose 
the  next  prime  minister. 

The  task  for  Mr  Erbakan 
and  Mrs  Ciller  was  bedevilled 
by  lack  of  trust  between  their 
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parties.  A faction  within  the 
rightwing  DYP  is  opposed  to 
propping  up  the  Welfare 
Party  any  longer. 

Mr  Erbakan’s  plan  to  be- 
came junior  coalition  partner 
is  aimed  at  ensuring  toe  gov- 
ernmeat  upfat^  the  electoral 
ran  to  bring  in  mill  ions  of 
Younger  voters  he  believes  wffl 
favour  proMuslim  politics. 

Negotiations  were  further 
complicated  by  a BBP  demand 
that  a threshold  barring  par- 
ties with  less  than  10  per  cant 
of  the  vote  entering  parlia- 
ment be  lowered  to  5 per  cent 
Such  a move  would  benefit  the 
pro-Kurdish  Hadep. 

Both  Hadep  and  the  Welfare 
Party  are  facing  threatened 
closure  by  toe  public  prosecu- 
tor on  the  grounds  that  they 
have  infringed  the  constitu- 
tion. Mr  Erbakan  yesterday  An  Israeli  soldier  raises  his  riot  shield  against  a firebomb  yesterday  in  Hebron,  it  was 
dismissed  toe  legal  initiative  the  fifth  day  of  clashes  in  the  West  Bank  city  between  Israeli  soldiers  and  Palestinian 
as  undemocratic.  youths  protesting  against  toe  stalemate  in  the  peace  process  pwjroow»tS«S 
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News  in  brief 


Paris  apologises  for 
raid  on  Greenpeace 


THE  French  environment  minister,  Christine  Voynet  yester- 
day apologised  to  Greenpeace  for  the  confiscation  of  toe  envi- 
ronmental group’s  underwater  nuclear  detection  material  by 
frogmen  from  the  state  nuclear  energy  firm,  Cogema.  The 
seizure  came  after  Greenpeace  discovered  high  levels  of  radia- 
tion In  the  English  Channel  off  the  La  Hague  nuclear  reprocess- 
ing plant  near  Cherbourg. 

Ms  Voynet,  the  leader  cf  the  Greens,  demanded  an  urgent 
investigation  of  the  plant  by  an  independent  laboratory-  After 
health  ministry  reports  ofleukaemla  in  children,  she  is  also 
expected  to  carry  out  an  internal  inquiry  to  ascertain  why 

official  teams  had  discovered  no  abnormal  radiation  levels. 

Le  Monde  newspaper  compared  the  confiscation  of  Green- 
peace’s equipment  to  toe  1904  sinking  oftbe  group's  flagship 
Rainbow  Warrior  in  Auckland  harbour  by  French  secret  ser- 
vice divers.  "No  one  wastiurt  this  time,  but  the  same  arrogance 
was  there,"  the  paper  said.— Paul  Webster,  Paris. 


Israeli  finance  minister  quits 


THje  Israeli  finance  minister,  Dan  Meridor.  resigned  yesterday. 
accustagtoeprimeminister.BInyamin  Netanyahu,  of  haring 
created  an  artificial  crisis  over  forelgu  currency  liberalisation  to 
gush  him  out  of  the  government  The  resignation  sent  shock- 
waves through  toe  economy,  with  Israelis  rushing  to  buy  dollars. 

The  opposition  Labour  Party  said  it would  submit  a motion  of 
no  confidence  In  the  government  next  week. — AP,  Jerusalem. 
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iJI  Points  from  Amsterdam 


XHAUSTED  Euro- 
pssa  Union  leaders 
left  their  two-day 
summit  to  Amster- 
dam yesterday  unsure 
whether  they  had  put  the 
union  in  a stronger  or  weaker 
position  to  begin  expanding 
to  eastern  Europe  and,  more 
immediately,  to  respond  to 
the  demand  for  jobs  and  bet- 
ter hvtng  standards. 

The  summit  revealed  a flag- 
ging momentum  on  closer  po- 
litical union  and  exposed  the 
extent  to  which  EU  govern- 
ments are  paralysed  by  their 
fear  of  a widening  gap  be- 
tween the  political  elite  and 
popular  opinion. 

A summit  at  which  the  tra- 
ditionally Eurosceptic  British 
pushed  harder  than  the  tradi- 
tionally federalist  Germans 
for  curbs  on  the  national  veto 
and  more  decisions  by  major- 
ity vote  was  always  going  to 
be  a somewhat  odd  affair.  So 
it  proved. 

The  most  striking  success 
was  the  agreement  to  give  a 
new  priority  to  growth  and 
employment  as  pail  of  the 
preparation  for  the  sing!*  cur- 
rency. Indeed  the  EU  moved 
gingerly  in  the  direction  of 
radical  anti-unemployment 
strategies  by  opening  the  door 
to  European  Investment  Bank 
financing  of  socially  useful 
employment  projects. 

The  biggest  failure  was  in 
reforming  the  decision-mak- 
ing institutions  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  revolution  which 
expansion  to  central  and  east- 
ern Europe  win  inevitably  en- 
tail. The  heads  of  government 
ducked  the  reformation  of 
voting  in  the  Council  of  Min- 
isters. the  extension  of  major- 
ity voting,  and  the  streamlin- 
ing of  the  Commission. 

To  invite  four  or  five  new 
members  from  eastern 
Europe  and  the  Mediterra- 
nean into  an  unreformed  EU 
would  be  to  invite  decision- 
making paralysis. 

It  may  be  that  the  days  of 
the  mammoth  bazaar-style 
bargaining  summits,  with 
their  attendant  army  of  diplo- 
mats, officials  and  media,  are 
almost  over. 

At  times  the  Amsterdam 
summit  threatened  to  col- 
lapse into  sheer  chaos  as  pres- 
id^nts  and  prime  ministers 
tj^edtokeep  track  of  9 succesr 
si  on  of  ever  more  complicated 
draft  declarations  written  and 
hastily  rewritten  - at.  frantic 
meetings  of  ministers  and 
officials  throughout  the  vast 
headquarters  of  the  Nether- 


□ Hunan  rights  and 
democracy:  declaration 
onttaws  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  gender,  race, 
religion,  sexual  orientation 
and  age. 

□ Free  movement  of 
persons  guaranteed 
throughout  the  EU,  but 
Britain  and  Ireland  keep 
their  national  border 
controls. 

□ TrtiinlgraHnn[  irigani 

political  asylum,  civil  and 
judicial  co-operation,  and 
harmonisation  of  divorce 
laws  frill  become  common 
policies. 

□ Jndlcial  and  police  co- 
operation remain  matters 
for  national  governments 
but  EuropoL,  the 

intelligence-gathering 
agency  and  embryonic 
police  force,  gains  an 
operational  role. 

□ Stability  pact  to  regulate 
participating  states* 

budgetary  deficits  once 
single  currency  introduced. 

□ New  chapter  in  treaty 


lands  central  bank.  There  has 
to  be  a more  effective  way  of 
doing  business  in  an  expand- 
ing union. 

Tony  Blair  was  one  of  the  ! 
few  leaders  to  emerge  confi- 
dent that  alt  his  “national  in- 
terest” demands  had  been 
met  Britain’s  right  to  its  own 
border  controls  was  guaran- 
teed without  him  ever  really 
setting  out  why  they  were 
necessary,  although  it  was 
left  to  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  to  block  majority  voting 
in  sensitive  areas  such  as 
asylum  policy. 

Mr  Blair  also  saw  off 
Franco-German  plans  to 
move  to  a common  European 
defence  mechanism  by  ex- 
ploiting the  potential  conflict 
of  interest  between  Nato  and 
the  Western  European  Union 
— the  defence  arm  of  the  EU. 

Speaking  after  the  confer- 
ence. he  made  a great  deal  of 
the  rewards  he  had  reaped 
from  Britain’s  positive  new 
approach  to  Europe. 

“We  were  fighting  on  the 
ground  we  should  be  fighting 
on,  protecting  our  interests  In 
the  way  we  should  be  protect- 
ing our  interests,  not  causing 
a fuss  for  the  sake  of  it,”  he 
said.  “We  did  that  by  putting 
forward,  a positive  new 
agenda  for  Europe  as  a whole, 
which  others  supported.” 

Even  veterans  of  past 


calls  for  employment 
strategy  co-ordinated 
between  member  states- 
O Social  chapter  to  be 
integrated  into  treaty 
following  Britain's 
agreement  to  sign. 

□ A high  representative  to 
co-ordinate  common 
foreign  and  security  policy: 

a civil  servant,  not  a 
politician. 

□ More  powers  and 
simplified  co-decSsion- 
makfng  role  for  European 
Parliament. 

IWnpiiui—te 

1 □ Institutional  reform- 
almost  no  progress  in 
sorting  oat  EU  institutions, 
voting  rights,  size  of 
Commission  etc,  before 
accession  of  east  European 
applicant  states. 

□ Merger  of  Western 
European  Union  with  the 
EU  blocked  by  Britain 
Finland.  Sweden  and 
Ireland,  leaving  Nato  as 
defence  cornerstone. 

^ Stephen  Bates 


battles  against  British  Euxo- 
phobes  confessed  that  Mr 
Blair  had  been  “construc- 
tive”. Ironically,  this  left  him 
willing  to  accept  a longer  list 
of  new  policy  areas  for  major- 
ity voting  than  a clearly  frus- 
trated Mr  Kohl,  whose  hands 
Were  tied  by  the  bw-rwwlwgly 
sovereignty-conscious  Ger- 
man regional  governments. 

The  Irish  prime  minister, 
John  Bruton,  normally  a Close 
aQy  of  Mr  Kohl,  acknowledged 
that  “tiie  contribution  from 
Britain  was  positive  across 
the  range  of  issues”. 

Mr  Blair's  claim  that  no 
further  institutional  reform  is 
needed  for  successful  enlarge- 
ment to  the  east  will  almost 
certainly  be  proved  wrong. 
Within  hours  ctf  the  summit 
ending  a debate  h»d  begun  on 
when  the  EU  will  have  to 
resume  discussion  of  the 
issues  left  unresolved  this 
week.  The  best  bet  would 
seem  to  be  in  about  three  or 
four  years  time,  when  it  is 
rl«»ar  how  many  new  mem- 
bers win  join  in  the  first 
wave. 

President  Jacques  Chirac  de- 
scribed the  outcome  of  the 
summit  as  no  more  than  “rea- 
sonable”.The  Commission 
president;  Jacques  Ranter,  de- 
clared: “We  set  our  sights 
high  but  had  to  make  do  with 
something  less  ambitions.” 


Around  4,000  striking  Romanian  coal  miners  in  Petrosani.  in  the  impoverished  Jiu  valley , gathered  yesterday  to  reject  a deal  between  union  leaders 
and  the  government  They  said  their  week-long  protest  would  continue  until  a 45  per  cent  pay  rise  was  granted  photograph:  radii  sjgheti 


Italian  airliner  ‘shot  down  during  dogfight’ 


PhIHp  WBtan  In  Rome 


THE  suspicion  that  an 
Italian  airliner  which 
crashed  Into  the  Medi- 
terranean 17  years  ago  may 
have  been  shot  down  dur- 
ing a dogfight  between 
French  and  Libyan  war- 
planes has  been  strength- 
ened by  the  findings  of 
three  Italian  radar  experts. 
Italian  newspapers 
reported  yesterday. 

The  head  of  the  Italian 
air  force  at  the  time,  how- 
ever, continued  to  insist  it 
had  probably  been  caused 
by  a terrorist  bomb. 

The  experts  delivered 
their  official  report  on  the 
accident  — drawn  up  for 


the  first  time  with  the  assis- 
tance of  Nato  specialists 
and  with  access  to  secret 
Nato  radar  codes —to  Rosa- 
rio Priore,  the  Rome  exam- 
ining magistrate,  on 
Monday. 

The  DC-9  passenger  jet  of 
the  now-defiinct  Itavia  air- 
lines, crashed  into  the  sea 
north  of  Sicily  on  the  eve- 
ning of  June  27  1980  with 
the  loss  of  81  lives. 

'“The  confirmation  of  the 
presence  of  military  air- 
craft near  the  Itavia  DC-9 
on  the  night  of  June  27 1980 
strengthens  the  hypothesis 
of  a war  scenario  that  we 
have  always  sustained** 
said  Daria  Bonfletti.  a 
member  of  the  senate  and 
president  of  the  association 


representing  the  victims' 
families. 

“I  have  always  suspected 
that  planes  were  involved 
in  this  affair  from  Libya, 
France  — there  is  evidence 
of  flights  over  Corsica  — 
and  America.  Throughout 
the  night,  radio  conversa- 
tions between  radar 
stations  speak  of  American 
planes  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
DC-9,”  he  added. 

However.  General  Lam- 
berto  Bartolucci.  the  Ital- 
ian air  force  chief  of  staff  at 
the  time  of  the  crash,  said 
he  was  convinced  there 
were  no  other  planes  in  the 
area. 

“This  plane  crashed,  we 
don't  know  how,  bnt  proba- 
bly due  to  a bomb  on 


board."  he  told  Italian 
radio.  “There  were  no  Ital- 
ian. French  or  American 
jets  around  that  plane.” 

Udo  Gumpel,  a German 
television  researcher  who 
spent  three  years  Investi- 
gating the  disaster,  said  the 
latest  findings  confirmed 
earlier  suspicions  that 
French  and  American  war- 
planes had  intercepted  at 
least  two  Libyan  MiG 
fighter  planes  hiding  in  the 
radar  shadow  of  the  civil- 
ian airliner. 

He  said  the  plane  was  not 
brought  down  by  a direct 
hit  from  a missile  bnt  by 
turbulence  caused  by  an 
explosion  in  its  vicinity. 

A French  fighter 
launched  from  an  airbase 


in  Corsica  Is  the  prime  sus- 
pect. "The  radar  tracks  of 
the  French  plane  arrived 
on  the  scene  just  at  the  time 
the  DC-9  fell  from  the  sky," 
Mr  Gum  pel  said. 

Suspicion  of  Libyan  in- 
volvement stems  from  the 
discovery  of  a crashed  Liby- 
an MiG  in  a mountainous 
area  of  Calabria,  southern 
Italy,  at  about  the  same 
time. 

The  Italian  air  force  in- 
sists the  plane  did  not  crash 
until  mid-July,  but  there  is 
continuing  controversy 
over  the  date. 

About  80  air  force  offi- 
cers have  been  investigated 
on  suspicion  of  suppressing 
or  falsifying  evidence  In 
the  case. 
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THE  PANASONIC 
SUPER  G3  LASER  FAX 

The  new  UF-880  doesn't  hang 
about  It's  capable  of  sending 
an  entire  page  In  around  3 
seconds,  thanks  to  the  Super 
G3  modem  (33.6-Kbps)  - the 
cutting  edge  of  technology 


250  sheet  paper  drawer  that 
cat  be  expanded  to  1000 
.sheets:  and  PC  network 
compatibility.  K afl  adds  up  to 
an  Impressive  machine. 

So  9 you  need  the  ultimata 
tec  machine  that  ean  keep  up 
wfth  yourbuBfciess  needs,  catch 
wltfi  the  Panasonic  UF-880. 
For  more  Mwmaitan  cafl  free  on 

0500  40  40  41 


Key  suspected  terrorists 
face  American  justice 


Martin  WaBcnr 
hi  Washington 


OFFICIALS  of  the  CIA 
and  FBI  anti-terror- 
ism  task  force  were 
jubilant  yesterday 
after  two  suspected  Islamic 
terrorists  were  brought  to 
face  American  justice.  They 
are  hoping  that  a third  key 
figure,  currently  hiding  in  Af- 
ghanistan, may  soon  join 
them. 

“A  clear  triumph  of  good 
over  evfl,”  said  George  Tenet, 
acting  director  of  the  CIA. 
after  a $2  million  (£1.25  mil- 
lion) reward  secured  the  de- 
livery of  Mir  Alma!  Kansi 
who  faces  trial  and  a possible 
death  penalty  for  the  murder 
of  two  CIA  officials.  Mr  Kansi 
sprayed  the  morning  rush 
hour  with  ballets  from  an  AK- 
47  at  the  entrance  gate  of  the 
agency’s  headquarters  in 
Langley,  Virginia,  in  January 
1993. 

He  appeared  in  Fairfax 
County  courtroom  in  Vir- 
ginia yesterday  to  be  charged 
with  murder  under  state  law, 

where  the  death  penalty  is  en- 


thusiastically applied.  The 
judge  ordered  Mr  Kansi  to  be 
held  in  jail  without  baiL  He  is 
being  tried  under  Virginia 
law.  because  the  death  penal- 
ty did  not  apply  under  federal 
law  until  1994. 

FBI  officials  were  less  out- 
spoken about  the  delivery 
from  Canada  of  Hani  Abdel 
Rahim  al-Sayegh,  who  is  said  ' 
to  have  driven  the  getaway  1 
car  for  the  bombers  of  the 
Khobar  Towers  when  19 
American  troops  were  killed 
in  Saudi  Arabia  last  year.  : 

Rather  than  face  deporta- 1 
tiou  to  Saudi  Arabia,  Mr  al- 
Sayegh  has  made  a deal  with 
the  FBI,  under  which  he  will 
plead  guilty  to  a lesser  offence 
and  reveal  all  he  knows  about 
the  Khobar  Towers  incident. 

A member  of  the  Iran- 
backed  Hizbullah,  Mr  al- 
Sayegh’s  testimony  will  have 
serious  political  conse^ 
quences  if  be  endorses  Saudi 
claims  that  Iranian  intelli- 
gence was  behind  the  Khobar 
Towers  bomb. 

Such  evidence  would  tor- 
pedo the  slight  prospect  of  Im- 
proved relations  between  the 

United  States  and  Iran’s 


Chile  police  raid  settlement 
after  claims  of  child  abuse 


Ftorenda  Vans  hi  Santiago 

POLICE  raided  a secretive 
German  colony  in  south- 
ern Chile  yesterday  In  search 
of  its  fugitive  leader  Paul 
Schaefer,  who  Is  accused  of 
sexually  molesting  boys  there. 

Shortly  after  dawn,  150 
police  moved  into  the  enclave 
known  as  Catania  Dignidad 
(Dignity  Colony)  near  the 
town  of  Parral,  200  miles 
south  of  Santiago,  local  radio 
reported. 

The  government  was  confi- 
dent that  Mr  Schaefer,  the  col- 
ony's founder,  would  soon  be 
arrested. 

Late  on  Tuesday,  police  ar- 
rested two  members  of  the  col- 
ony. Hartmuth  Hopp  and  Ger- 


hard Zevalt,  for  refusing  to  ap- 
pear in  court  to  give  evidence 
against  Mr  Schaefer. 

Mr  Schaefer,  who  founded 
the  37I»0  acre  settlement  in 
1961,  is  accused  of  abusing 
boys  aged  between  eight  and 
13.  He  says  the  charges  are 
false  and  an  attempt  to  mid  his 
work  in  the  colony. 

Mr  Schaefer  offered  poor 
local  families  free  education  . 
and  medical  services  and  took 
in  very  young  children,  some 
of  whom  — now  in  their  thir- 
ties — are  staunch  defenders 
of  “Unde”. 

The  main  accusation  against 
Mr  Schaefer  comes  from  his 
former  associate  Hugo  Baar. 
who  fled  the  colony  in  1985, 
denouncing  the  alleged  mis- 
treatment of  his  sons. 


newly-elected  moderate  presi- 
dent. Mohammed  Khatami, 
and  put  intense  presure  on 
President  Clinton  to  retaliate 
with  a military  strike  against 
Iran. 

The  Afghan  tribal  and  polit- 
ical complexities  behind -the 
surrender  of  Mr  Kansi  have 
also  raised  FBI  hopes  for  the  , 
delivery  of  the  wealthy  Saudi 
dissident.  Osama  Bin  Laden.  I 
He  is  suspected  of  financing 
and  planning  the  Khobar 
Towers  bomb  and  the  bomb- 
ing of  the  World  Trade  Centre 
in  New  York. 

Mr  Laden  is  believed  to  be 
hiding  in  Afghanistan  and  US 
officials  are  hopeful  that  he 
will  be  surrendered  after 
Saudi  Arabia's  formal  recog- 
nition earlier  this  month  of 
the  fundamentalist  Taliban 
movement  as  the  Afghan 
government 

But  it  is  for  from  clear  how 
tribal  politics  affected  Mr 
Kansi’s  capture. 

Hie  son  ctf  a wealthy  Pa- 
than  dan  leader  who  died  in 
1989,  Mr  Kansi  was  brought 
up  in  Quetta,  a city  in  north- 
ern Pakistan  near  the  Afghan 

border.  Efi«  family's  wealth 


and  Influence  protected  him 
for  four  years  across  the  bor- 
der among  related  Paths  n 
clans,  despite  the  manhunt 
organised  by  Pakistani  mili- 
tary intelligence  and  the 
handbills  and  posters  circu- 
lated in  the  border  zones  of- 
fering $2  million  for  his 
surrender. 

“The  reward  programme 
really  works.  Even  there  he 
was  betrayed  — it's  a very  im- 
portant object  lesson.”  said 
Vince  Cannlstraro.  a former 
CIA  chief  of  counter-terror- 
ism operations.  "It  means 
there  are  very  few  safe  ha- 
vens for  terrorists  in  the  mod- 
ern world.  No  matter  how 
much  you  run.  you’re  going 
to  get  caught." 

Mr  Kansi’s  motives  for  the 
killings  remain  cloudy.  His 
relatives  have  said  be  became 
unbalanced  after  the  death  of 
his  father  and  of  a dose 
friend  who  fought  with  the 
US-backed  Afghan  guerrillas. 

The  Kansi  clan  was  closely 
involved  in  the  cross-border 
smuggling  trade,  including 
the  supply  of  arms  to  the 
Afghan  mojabedin  fighting 
the  then -Soviet  occupiers. 


Southern  Baptists  declare 
boycott  of  ‘pro-ffay*  Disney 


Alex  Duval  Smith 
in  Washington 

Leaders  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Church  — the 
second  largest  Protestant  de- 
nomination in  the  United 
States  — voted  yesterday  to 
boycott  wait  Disney  and  all 
its  affiliates  in  protest  at  the 
company’s  progay  and  les- 
bian policies. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Con- 
vention’s boycott  comes  a 
year  after  the  Church  warned 
Disney  to  stop  its  “promotion 
of  homosexuality"  in  employ- 
ment and  marketing  policies. 

The  resolution,  passed  at  an 
annual  meeting  in  Dallas, 
calls  on  tiie  Church’s  16  mil- 
lion members  to  “take 


stewardship  so  seriously  that 
they  refrain  from  patronising 
the  Walt  Disney  Company 
and  all  its  related  entities”. 

These  indude  the  ABC  TV 
network.  Miramax  and  Walt 
Disney  films,  theme  parks  in 
the  United  States,  Japan  and 
France,  and  Buena  Vista  vid- 
eos and  Hollywood  Records- 

The  Southern  Baptists  argue 
that  the  company's  policies, 
which  include  extending 
health  benefits  to  same-sex 
partners  and  staging  an 
annual  gay  and  lesbian  day  at 
Walt  Disney  World  in  Florida, 
amount  to  an  "anti-Christian 
and  anti-femlly  trend”.  They 
also  object  to  some  of  the  com- 
pany’s product  Disney  would 
not  comment  officially  on  the 

decision. 
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Forged  by  necessity 

Mr  Clarke’s  deal  is  for  himself  not  the  party 


THERE  would  hardly  have  been  greater 
astonishment  if  Gerry  Adams  and  Tan 
Paisley  had  walked  hand-in-hand  into 
the  hall  to  announce  a friendship  pact 
Kenneth  Clarice  and  John  Redwood 
have  been  political  enemies  for  years. 
They  stand  for  divergent  traditions  of ! 
Toryism  which  have  been  at  war  for  a 
generation.  Each  blames  the  other  for 
the  condition  of  the  Conservative  Party. 
When  two  such  opposites  forge  an  alli- 
ance, then  surely  the  emphasis  can  only 
be  on  the  forgery  and  not  the  alliance. 

Nevertheless,  yesterday's  Clarke-Red- 
wood  pact  transforms  today’s  final 
round  of  the  Conservative  leadership 
contest  If  Mr  Redwood  can  deliver  half 
of  Ms  38  backers  from  Tuesday’s  second 
round  then,  assuming  Mr  Clarke’s  vote 
holds  steady,  the  former  chancellor  will 
be  John  Major's  successor  this  evening. 
In  die  current  politics  of  the  Tory  party, 
that  would  be  an  astonishing  turn- 
around. It  would  be  a triumph  against 
the  odds  in  every  way,  given  Mr 
Clarke's  knife-edge  survival  over  the 
last  two  years,  given  his  poor  showing 
in  the  first  round,  and  given  that  he 
only  led  by  two  votes  on  Tuesday.  It 
isn’t  long  since  many  MPs  were  de- 
manding Mr  Clarke’s  head.  Now  some 
of  those  same  MPs  are  preparing  to  vote 
for  him  as  party  leader.  Whatever  else- 
this  says  about  the  Tory  Party,  it  shows 
that  the  Conservative  instinct  for  sur- 
vival is  not  dead  after  alL 

Yet  the  Clarke-Redwood  deal  does  not 
necessarily  put  today’s  result  beyond 
doubt  William  Hague  appeared  the 
probable  victor  when  the  contest  began. 
Now,  all  of  a sudden,  the  logic  which  led 
to  this  conclusion  has  been  cavalierly 
dismissed.  Mr  Hague  is  seen  to  have 
peaked,  to  have  blown  it,  to  have  of- 
fended left  and  right  alike.  But  logic 
doesn’t  always  work  like  that  If  the 
party  needed  a unifying  figure  from  the 
Right  who  could  lead  the  party  prag- 
matically at  the  start  of  this  campaign. 


Solving  the  Domesday  riddle 


The  Greenwich  project  will  unleash  a surge  of  creativity 


TONY  BLAIR  should  brush  critics 
aside  and  seal  the  self-confidence  of  his 
opening  weeks  in  office  by  approving 
the  proposed  £580  million  Millennium 
Exhibition  at  Greenwich.  This  is  a 
defining  moment  for  him-  It  would  be 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  how  to 
the  parrot  cries  of  critics  — from  the 
Sun  to  backbench  Labour  MPs  — call- 
ing for  cancellation  not  least  because  it 
could  all  be  blame  on  the  extravagance 
of  the  deposed  Major  administration.  It 
would  be  easy,  but  wrong.  Neither  the  | 
1851  nor  the  1951  exhibition  would  have  I 
been  built  if  the  authorities  had  bowed , 
to  the  predictable  bouts  of  pessimism 
that  preceded  them.  Yet  both  were  suc- 
cesses. The  1851  event  built  profitably 
by  the  private  sector  in  seven  months, 
was  a manifestation  of  global  Victorian 
self-confidence  and  the  1951  exhibition 
cocked  a snook  at  post-war  austerity. 
Both  reassured  the  nation  at  moments 
when  it  needed  it  and  helped  to 
rekindle  its  ambitions.  The  Millennium 
Exhibition  doesn’t  need  a grand  theme 
since  its  justification  is  a celebration  of 
the  millennium  itself  (even  if  techni- 
cally premature).  But  if  showbusiness 
demands  a theme,  it  should  be  techno- 
logical rebirth,  the  harnessing  of  Brit- 
ain’s undoubted  innovative  skills  to 
commercial  success. 

Of  course  it  is  risky:  of  course  timing 
is  tight  of  course  people  might  not 
come  in  sufficient  numbers:  of  course  it 
could  lose  money:  and  of  course  busi- 
nessmen have  been  tardy  in  shelling 
out  their  own  money  (so  what’s  new?). 


Such  worries  could  be  applied  to  any 
project  They  are  the  symptoms  of  the 
lack  of  confidence  the  nation  needs  to 
shake  off  The  shortage  of  available 
time  — with  special  resonance  for  a site 
located  at  the  meridian  line  — should 
be  turned  into  an  asset  Deadlines  are  a 
great  spur  to  hard  work  and  creativity. 
Time  is  an  asset  but  lack  of  it  can  be  an 
even  bifger  one.  The  site  — a contami- 
nated gasworks  — is  now  being  cleared. 
There  are  two  and  a half  years  in  wMch 
Lord  Rogers’s  imaginative  dome  can  be 
filled  with  projects  combining  the  best 
of  the  digital  and  green  revolutions,  an 
exhibition  inviting  contributions  from 
around  the  world  but  showing  off  Brit- 
ain’s undoubted  strengths  in  key  sec- 
tors of  the  communications  revolution. 
The  apparent  lack  of  ideas  may  owe 
something  to  the  ethereal  nature  of  the 
project  Once  the  starting  pistol  has 
been  heard,  the  real  race  will  be  on  and 
energies  unleashed.  There  is  no  reason 
why  a successful  exhibition  shouldn’t 
attract  tourists  from  within  and  with- 
out Britain  in  droves  providing  a stimu- 
lus not  only  for  London’s  economy  but 
for  the  rest  of  the  country  as  well.  There 
is  one  reservation.  It  should  not  regress 
into  planned  obsolescence.  Key  features 
(a  state-of-the-art  digital  village?) 
should  be  planned  for  posterity.  It 
should  become  the  symbol  of  a new  self- 
confidence  in  Britain  of  which  there  are 
already  some  signs.  If  the  Millennium 
exhibition  could  be  seen  as  a solution 
rather  than  a problem  then  a lot  else 
might  follow. 


Pay  now  and  live  later 


Longevity  is  welcome  but  it  doesn’t  come  without  costs 


READ  THE  GUARDIAN  and  live  to  100. 
Well  not  quite  but  the  first  survey  of 
centenarians  suggests  longevity  is 
associated  with  keeping  up  with  the 
news  — as  well  as  a positive  attitude, 
sense  of  humour,  and  forthright  person- 
ality. The  new  survey  — from  the 
Centre  for  Policy  on  Ageing  — suggests 
the  number  of  centenarians  could  climb 
from  4.400  in  1991  to  30,000  by  2030.  It 
could  even  be  higher  with  an  earlier 
report  suggesting  it  could  be  45,000. 
There  were  only  270  centenarians  in 
1951.  The  increase  in  longevity  is  one  of 
the  greatest  social  triumphs  of  this 
century.  Some  25  years  have  been 
added  to  life  expectancy  thanks  mostly 
to  better  sanitation,  cleaner  water  and 
wider  immunisation  but  improved 
housing  and  new  medical  procedures 
have  played  a part 

The  challenge  facing  society  is  that  the 
increase  in  longevity  is  not  linked  to  a 
comparable  increase  in  good  health. 


Disabilities  and  ill-health  stffl  begin  at 
roughly  the  same  age:  75.  The  problems 
can  be  exaggerated.  Even  among  over 
85-year-olds,  the  vast  majority  do  not 
need  help  in  getting  in  and  out  of  bed, 
up  and  down  stairs,  or  in  and  out  of  a 
bath.  But  a growing  minority  do.  The 
number  needing  longterm  nursing  care 
will  continue  to  grow  which  makes  it 
even  more  urgent  that  ministers  end 
the  current  casino  system  of  care  — 
whether  people  end  up  in  a free  NHS 
bed  or  a means-tested  social  care  home 
remains  a matter  of  chance  and  geogra- 
phy. In  opposition.  Labour  said  it  would 
set  up  a national  commission  to  look  at 
the  problem.  In  a speech  today,  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  will  lend  his 
support  to  a scheme  outlined  in  a 
Joseph  Rowntree  Foundation  report 
last  year:  a compulsory  national  care 
insurance  scheme.  Labour  should  fol- 
low suit  and  signal  it  has  not  forgotten 
the  benefits  of  collective  protection. 


then  it  still  needs  such  a figure  at  the 
end  of  it.  After  round  one,  the  transfer 
of  right-wing  votes  from  Michael  How- 
ard and  Peter  LiBey  mainly  benefitted 
Mr  Hague.  Just  because  Mr  Redwood 
has  done  a deal  with  Mr  Clarke  it  does 
not  follow  that  the  samp  thing  will  or 
should  happen  again  today.  We  could  be 
down  to  a penalty  shoot-out  this 
afternoon. 

Although  the  Clarke-Redwood  pact 
easily  took  the  prize  as  the  most  dra- 
matic event  of  the  toy,  it  was  not 
necessarily  the  only  one.  Shortly  after 
the  two  former  rivals  appeared  together 
to  announce  their  deal,  the  word  was 
that  Lady  Thatcher  was  personally  tele- 
phoning the  38  Redwood  backers  to 
plead  with  them  to  vote  for  Hague.  In 
the  late  afternoon  she  emerged  to  make 
a vintage  plea  for  a Hague  win.  The  two 
images  go  together.  On  the  one  hand, 
the  party’s  ageing  household  goddess 
desperately  trying  to  shore  up  the  ideo- 
logically driven  party  which  she  con- 
structed in  the  1380s.  On  the  other,  two 
political  opposites  of  the  next  genera- 
tion coolly  stuffing  ideology  back  in  the 
closet  In  deference  to.  the  long-despised 
art  of  the  possible. 

Whether  yesterday’s  audacious  deal 
will  be  rewarded  today  is  an  open 
question.  Whether  it  deserves  to  be 
rewarded  is  much  (dearer.  It  does  not 
Mr  Clarke  is  the  best  man  to  lead  the 
Conservative  Party,  but  the  Tory  Party 
seems  to  want  the  result  without  going 
through  the  necessary  learning  process. 
They  want  unity  without  change.  But 
change  is  the  precondition  for  both. 
You  can’t  just  declare  that  the  party  is 
united  and  leave  it  at  that  Mr  Clarke 
may  have  had  to  make  a pact  with  his 
opponents  in  order  to  win.  But  this 
means  continuing  with  leadership  by 
balancing  act  rather  than  leading 
where  he  thinks  the  party  should  go. 
The  deal  may  be' good  for  Mr  Clarke, 
but  it  is  not  good  for  the  party. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


A legal  battle  over  rape 


How  the  new  masters  are 
seeking  to  out-fox  the  hunt 


CONTRARY  to  what 
Joan  Smith  says 
(Memo  to  Jack  Straw. 
June  17),  1 do  not  believe  that 
there  is  a difference  between 
sex  without  a woman's  con- 
sent when  she  has  dressed 
“erotically''  and  allowed  a 
man  to  kiss  her,  and  a pre- 
meditated rape  in  which  the 
victim  is  beaten  or  half-stran- 
gled. Where  1 do  draw  a dis- 
tinction Is  when  the  victim 
has  invited  a man  to  bed,  got 
undressed,  and  willingly 
taken  part  in  sexual  acts 
short  of  intercourse  before 
she  is  raped.  I do  not  say  that 
this  is  not  wrong;  it  is  just  a 
different  type  of  attack. 

Joan  Smith  says  that  the 
present  law  does  differentiate 
between  rapes,  but  that  the 
difference  is  reflected  in  sen- 
tencing. But  most  rapists  do 
not  get  to  court,  and  of  those 
who  do  very  few  are  con- 
victed. This  needs  to  be 
addressed.  An  Early  Day  Mo- 
tion before  die  House  of  Com- 
mons calls  for  a ftiH  review 
and  suggests  ways  in  which 
the  law  can  be  changed. 

The  date-rape/stranger-rape 
differential  is  not  one  of  them, 
but  is  part  of  a range  of  new 
offences  I would  like  to  see 
Introduced.  At  present,  a man 
who  brutally  attacks  a wom- 
an, abusing  her  sexual  organs 
with  bottles  and  knifes,  and 
forces  her  to  take  part  in  oral 
sex,  has  committed  exactly  the 
same  crime  as  a man  who 
pinches  a woman’s  bo  than  as 
he  walks  past  her.  Both  are 
wrong,  but  surely  the  crimes 
are  different? 

When  Kate  Adie  reports 
from  a battle-tom  land,  every- 
body can  see  that  she  is  put- 
ting herself  in  danger.  But 
nobody  would  suggest  she 
was  asking  to  he  shot.  Nor  do 


! I say  that  women  who  dress 
i provocatively  are  asking  to  be 
raped  — bat  they  are  inviting 
attention  and  may  be  putting 
themselves  in  danger.  We  live 
in  dangerous  times.  ' 

I am  calling  for  a fall 
review  of  the  law,  not  by 
myself,  not  by  other  victims, 
but  by  our  law-makers,  so 
that  a fall  range  of  offences, 
which  adequately  cover  the 
range  of  attacks  that  take 
place,  can  be  introduced.  My 
suggestion  of  a charge  for 
forced  sexual  intercourse 
would  not  lead  women  to 
make  split-second  decisions 
about  how  much  of  a fight  to 
put  up.  I have  never  men- 
tioned levels  of  resistance, 
and  so  how  Ms  Smith  can 
draw  the  conclusions  she  has 
I do  not  know. 

Jill  Saward. 

Wombridge,  Telford. 
Shropshire  TF2. 


^■HANK  God  for  the  direct 
I and  level-headed  response 


■ and  level-headed  response  , 
of  Joan  Smith  to  the  appalling 
piece  by  Jill  Saward  pub- 
lished in  - Monday’s  Daily 
Mail:  1 would  not  have  been 
so  calm.  I read  Ms  Saward*  s 
insulting  and  self-centred 
treatise  on  “proper  women'*, 
and  how  it  is  far  worse  to  ; 
violate  them,  with  utter  dis-  j 
gust  Joan  Smith  has  put  the  j 
argument  back  on  an  even  I 
keel  and  hopefully  helped  to 
advance  it  politically  if  Mr , 
Straw  reads  her  “memo” 

Rape  is  Indiscriminate  and 
often  seems  to  have  less  to  do 
with  sex  and  more  to  do  with 
inferiority  and  delusions  of 
power.  To  argue  that  women 
should  censor  what  they  wear 
in  order  to  avoid  the  glance  of 
potential  rapists  is  preposter- 
ous and  deeply  misguided-  As 
Mb  Smith  rightly  says,  this 


has  a most  damaging  effect  — 
it  transfers  “moral  judgments 
from  the  perpetrator ...  to  the 
accused”.  If  a woman  says  no, 
she  means  no,  regardless  of 
what  she  is  wearing  or  doing. 
The  fact  that  rape  in  marriage 
is  now  a criminal  offence  best 
bears  this  out  If  a man  can- 
not or  will  not  accept  that  he 
should  be  removed  from  soci- 
ety. 

Rape  is  rape:  it  is  degrading 
and  horrible  and  there  should 
be  no  room  for  any  of  the 
man’s  culpability  to  be  “taken 
on”  by  the  victim  within  the 
criminal  justice  system.  What 
I End  most  remarkable  is  that 
it  is  a woman  who  has  gone 
through  all  this  horror  who  is 
arguing  this.  If  she  feels  a 
: need  to  distinguish  her  ordeal 
from  “less  worthy  causes”, 
then  may  I suggest  counsel- 
ling rather  than  such  damag- 
ing changes  to  the  law? 
Sharon  Carr-Brown.  j 

ArgyLe  Road,  London  W13. 


JOHN  Gray's  political  read- 
ing of  Labour  and  Tory 


viing  of  Labour  and  Tory 
reaction  to  Mike  Foster's  anti- 
hunting  bill  is  wishful  or  my- 
opic (A-hunting  we  wont  go, 
June  17).  Britain  did  not;  as 
be  claims,  declare  ItselT  a “lib- 
eral culture”  by  the  May  l 
landslide 

The  Labour  Party  courted 
the  electorate  by  acquiring  il- 
liberal credentials  whenever 
It  could,  and  more  sophisti- 
cated observers  see  the  conti- 
nuity between  the  Tory  and 
Tony  administrations.  It's  not 
that  minorities  wont  be  slan- 
dered and  persecuted  any 
mote;  they  will  simply  be  dif- 
ferent minorities.  Mike  Fos- 
ter is  just  telling  the  masters 
of  foxhounds:  “We  are  the 
masters  now."  - - 
Nigel  Burke. 

3 Elm  Court. 

Belmont  Hill,  . , 

London  SE13.  I 


fessor  Gray  la  willing  to 

acknowledge. 

William  Parent*. 

Wellbeck  Abbey,  • 

Worksop,  Notts  890 3LN. 


IN  YOUR  leader  (June  17) 
I you  say.  ‘’Foxes  do  not  bane 


righ ts:  they  art  not  moral  be- 
ings and  do  not  have  respon- 


sibilities". Shoukt  ^ou  not 
have  written,  “Poxes  have 
rights,  for  urt  are  moral  be- 
ings and  have  responsibil- 
ities”? Are  not  rights  better 
given  than  claimed? 

(Rev  Canon)  John  Armaon. 
Rochester  Cathedral. 

Easter  Garth.  King's  Orchard, 
Rochester,  Kent  ME1 1SX. 


IS  IT  too  late  to  save  the  fox 
from  its  saviours?  This  band- 


IHJTHILE  I agree  with  Joan 
■f  Smith  that  a new  crime 


ALTHOUGH  no  foxhunter 
/“Vmyself,  I was  worried  by 


VV  Smith  that  a new  crime 
of  date  rape  should  not  be 
introduced.  I do  not  believe 
that  the  other  demands  for 
legal  change  are  sensible. 
There  is  a host  of  proposals 
for  change  in  rape  law  and 
practice,  which  need  critical 
consideration.  It  is  patronis- 
ing in  the  extreme  to  assume 
that  women  are  incapable  of 
standing  up  to  cross-examina- 
tion. Moreover,  as  barristers 
cannot  be  compelled  to  take 
cases,  removing  tire  right  to 
an  in-person  defence  opens  the 
possibility  of  men  accused  of 
rape  being  unable  to  mount  a 
defence.  This  amounts  to 
lynch-law,  and  should  be  vig- 
orously opposed. 

Sara  fflnchliflk 
Brighton  BNL 


La,  la,  la,  laaaa 


DIARY  stories  usually  have 
a tantalising  element  of 


L/a  tantalising  dement  of 
truth,  but  your  item  about  the 
Royal  Opera  House  (June  17) 
had  none  whatsoever.  The 
Crush  Bar  will  not  be  closed  to 
the  public  post-development 
— on  the  contrary,  this  popu- 
lar bar  and  much  more  spa- 
cious new  foyers  will  be  avail- 
able to  patrons  from  all  parts 
of  the  theatre,  ending  the  cur- 
rent segregation  of  facilities 
between  the  amphitheatre  and 
the  rest  of  the  house.  The 
main  aim  of  the  development 
remains  to  increase  access  to 
the  theatre  and  foe  work  of 
the  Royal  Ballet  and  the  Royal 
Opera.  This  «im  has  the  sup- 
port not  only  of  major  corpo- 
rations, but  also  of  thousands 
of  long-standing  patrons, 
manifested  by  donations  and 
pledges  of  nearly  £82  million 
against  our  appeal  target  of 
£100  million  after  only  six 
months  of  flmri raising 
Moreover,  Lord  Chadling- 
ton.  chairman  of  foe  ROH 
board,  and  Vivien  Duffield, 
I'hfliman  of  foe  development 
appeal,  did  not  fall  out  with 
Genista  McIntosh  over  the 
quality  of  sandwiches  or  in- 
deed any  other  matter. 

Keith  Cooper. 

Director  of  corporate  affairs. 
Royal  Opera  House, 

Covent  Garden, 

London  WC2E  9DD. 
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the  tone  of  John  Gray's 
article,  in  particular  the  as- 
sertion that  the  Conservative 
Party  “has  espoused  a per- 
verse kind  of  multicuttura- 
lism,  in  which  practices  that 
are  repugnant  to  ordinary 
moral  sentiment  are  defended 
as  minority  lifestyles”. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  ap- , 
peals  to  "ordinary  moral  sen- 
timent" have  been  used  by 
totalitarian  regimes  through- 
out the  ages  to  attack  minor- 
ities, It  begs  foe  question  of 
who  exactly  is  to  judge  what 
is  and  what  is  not  repugnant : 
Sticking  to  the  issue  of  mam- 
malian welfare.  I personally 
find  the  following  repugnant 

H&lal  killing,  battery  farming, 
the  keeping  of  dogs  in  urban 
environments,  and  nipple 
piercing;  and  1 am  sure  many 
of  your  readers  would  share 
one  or  more  of  these 
aversions. 

Whether  as  a consequence 
we  have  the  right  to  assert 
our  supposed  moral  superior- 
ity and  ban  them  is  a very 
different  question,  and,  I sub- 
mit; one  with  more  serious 
moral  implications  than  Pro- 


I from  its  saviours?  This  hand- 
some animaL  whose  worst  de- 
tractors can  merely  moan 
about  its  beastliness  to  the 
ugly  j»nd  irrational  chicken.  Is 
hr  grave  danger  from  those 
who  consider  themselves  its 
supporters.  Fox-hunting  Is  the 
most  useless  and  bizarre 
method  of  fox  control  that 
could  be  invented.  While  foe 
gross  fools  that  hunt  like  to 
lay  claim  that  Its  purpose  Is 
control,  tire  plain  fact  is  that 
they  will  often  fossick  about 
the  countiyside  all  day  with- 
out catching  sight  of  a fox:  and 
if,  by  inadvertence,  they 
should  happen  upon  one,  they 
will  then  career  after  a soli- 
tary individual  for  hours  and 
only  occasionally  catch  it  up. 

But  if  foe  hunting  pink  is 
mothballed  and  the  hounds 
are  murdered  as  de  trap,  then 
all  lovers  of  the  chicken  will 
feel  free  to  cyanide  and  bang 
away  to  their  hearts  content 
and  foxes  win  become  much, 
much  rarer. 

A JTerlettfar. 

Portland  Street 
Norwich,  Nbrffcik  NR2. 


I AM  THE  most  ardent  sup- 
porter of  Michael  Foster's 


I porter  of  Michael  Foster's 
bQL  Yet  I note  that  he  lists  an- 
gling as  one  of  his  hobbies.  Do 
I detect  a whiff  of  hypocrisy? 
Walter  Calms. 

836  Wilmslow  Road, 
Manchester  M20  8RP. 


It’s  the  new  student  radicals 


Let’s  doom  that  Dome  today 


LABOUR  ministers  seem  to 
have  decided  that  students 


WE  may  be  about  to  spend 
£600  million  on  foe  Mfl- 


V V £600  million  on  the  Mil- 
lennium Dome,  to  house  an 
exhibition  which  could  ade- 
quately be  housed  at  one  of 
several  centres  around  foe 
country.  The  Dame  would  be 
dismantled  in  2002.  At  the 
same  time  we  are  pondering 
on  bow  to  raise  some  cash  for 
the  London  Underground. 
Wouldn’t  a decent,  modem, 
reliable  transport  system  be  a 
much  better  thing  to  create  in 
London  with  foe  MfllomiiiiiTi 
money  than  a Dome  with  a 
two-year  shelf  life? 

Richard  Jeremy. 

162  West  Street, 

Marlow,  Bucks  SL7  2BU. 


/■^UARDIAN  front  page:  Loo- 
VJdon  Underground  urgently 
needs  £L2  ballon  of  invest- 
ment. G2  page  5;  £310  million  is 
spent  every  year  dwming  graf- 
fiti off  Tube  trams.  TTanrtm  up 
those  who  would  rather  have 
trains  which  were  safe,  cheap 
and  reliable  than  trains  which 
are  graffiti-free;  who  would 
rather  see  their  Tubes  covered 
from  end  to  end  with  graffiti 
than,  sold  off  cheap  to  fat  cats? 
Mr  Prescott  says  he  will  con- 
sider all  options.  Stop  scrub- 
bing foe  trains  for  four  years, 
John;  problem  solved. 
ALCroeker. 

19  High  Street, 
i Shoreham.  Kent 


are  to  pay  £1.000  a year 
towards  the  cost  of  their 
higher-education  courses 
(Degree  fees:  21,000  a year, 
June  14).  This  will  destroy  the 
principle  of  free  education  for 
all.  Higher  education  is  aright 
for  everyone  that  should  be 
preserved.  Labour  is  making 
every  effort  to  make  higher 
education  the  sole  bastion  of 
the  wealthy  few.  Such  plans 
will  end  opportunity  for  so 


many,  discouraging  the  less 
well-off  from  seizing  the  oppor- 
tunities for  everyone  created 
by  Conservative  governments. 

I ask  an  Labour  MRs,  espe- 
cially those  who  were  for- 
merly NUS  presidents,  to 
fight  these  wholly  disastrous 
plans  in  the  interests  of 
higher  education  for  all. 
Gavin  WlUfamson. 

National  vice-chairman, 
Conservative  Students; 

32  Smith  Square, 

London  SWiP  3HH. 


A Country  Diary 


Unity  is  not  their  strength 


l/KITH  Cooper  wants  the 

iVTiriit  people”  to  come  to 


AS  longstanding  admirers 
of  Lady  Thatcher,  we  are 


rYfright  people”  to  come  to 
the  Royal  Opera  House  (Front 
page,  June  18).  Quite  right  too. 
If  ticket  prices  came  down, 
then  there  would  be  foe  terri- 
ble risk  that  ordinary  working 
people  might  get  hold  of  tick- 
ets. And  if  we  extend  access  to 
people  who  don’t  even  own  a 
dinner  jacket,  how  can  we 
maintain  foe  elitist  frisson 
that  comes  from  “being  seen” 
at  the  opera?  Worst  of  an,  ordi- 
nary people  might  actually  en- 
joy themselves.  No,  opera  is 
for  the  ‘Tikes  of  us”.  Everyone 
else  can  make  do  with  Lord 
Lloyd-Webber, 

Robin  Walters. 

97CarterknowleRoad, 

Sheffield. 


#mof  Lady  Thatcher,  we  are 
amazed  and  disappointed  by 
her  outburst  in  the  dosing 
stages  of  the  Tory  leadership 
campaign  Until  yesterday  she 
was  unwilling  to  endorse  any 
of  the  leadership  candidates. 
Why,  then,  is  she  trying  to 
drive  a stake  through  the 
heart  of  foe  embryonic  Tory 
unity  which  John  Redwood, 
her  true  political  heir,  and 
Ken  Clarke  are  trying  to  con- 
struct? Why  does  she  want  to 
deny  the  Tory  party  the 
chance  to  forge  its  inclusive 
appeal  under  the  leadership  of 
one  of  her  most  effective  min- 
isters? She  is  out  of  touch. 

Dudley  Fishbum. 

Nicholas  Boles. 

7 Meard  Street, 

London  W1V  3HQ. 


THE  only  reason  for  select- 
ing William  Hague  Is  that 
he  is  likely  to  be  the  only 
candidate  alive  when  the 
Tories  next  win  a general 
election. 

David  CaldwelL 
Baulking  Towers,  Uffington. 
Fariugdon,  Oxan  SN7  7QE. 


INGMAKER?  Wrong  play, 
■Vi  think.  How  about  First 
Gravedigger? 

Sara  Clarke. 

45  Church  Street  Hayfield, 
High  Peak  SK22  2JE. 


BRIGHOUSE  and  Wood- 
bead;  Clarke  and  Red- 
wood; whatever  next  — Ad- 
ams and  Paisley? 

(Rev)  Michael  Camp. 

- a*.i  i . 


Hadlow,  Kent  TN11  ODJ. 


THE  BURREN:  To  rise  In  this 
part  of  Ireland  at  4.30  am  is  to 
be  amazed  at  the  amount  of 
light  on  land  and  sea.  and  lt‘s 
good  to  beat  the  sun  to  its 
rising,  about  an  hour  later. 
On  such  a morning  Mary  Ann 
saw  our  cat  being  chased  by  a 
badger  cub.  On  another  such 
morning  X set  off  along  the 
Black  Head  road  to  gather 
material  for  this  Diary  by 
examining  the  hedges.  And 
what  a delight  they  were. 
Apart  from  the  tall  trees  and  j 
hushes,  ash,  , spindle,  hazel, 
holly,  alder,  rowan,  fuchsia, 
were  their  saplings  below,  six  : 
to  12  indies  high,  erect  above  ! 
the  moss  and  fern  beds,  alter- 
nating with  dimbing  vetch, 
herb  Robert,  speedwell. 
"Quite  overcanopied  with  lus- 
cious woodbine,  with  sweet 
musk-roses  and  with  eglan- 
tine” (Shakespeare),  I sat  on  a 
stile  leading  down  to  the  Rise 
and  the  sea  and  watched  the 
sun,  ruby-coloured;  rise 
above  the  Martello  tower 
across  the  bay  on  the  Flaggy 
Shore.  The  waters  became 
streaked  with  vcrmilUon  »»*d 


all  around  me  a faint  rose  tint 
suffused  the  lovely  old  lime- 
stone walls.  In  nooks  of  l he 
old  walls  and  in  the  hedges 
were  miniature  pocket-mir- 
acles — the  Chelsea  dower 
show  could  not  do  better..  In 
one  moist,  shady  place,  grow- 
ing from  a cushion  of  moss, 
were  hart's  tongue,  brittle 
bladder,  rusty  baric  ferns  and, 
bending  over  them,  maiden- 
hair, spieenworth  and  8 few 
tendrils  of  hah  Robert,  raBed 
eardail  ri  (erbil  ree)  in  Irish, 
translation:  King’s  tall  I con- 
tinued my  walk,  turned  a cot* 
ner,  and  saw  a beauflfai  fox 
leap  the  hedge.  He  stood  and  I 
stood,  gazing  at  each  other. 
Then,  without  haste,  , ha 
lumped  the  opposite  hedge 
leading  to  Cappanawatta 
mountain.  Ahead  and  behind 
of  me  stretched  the  "linear 
forests”  or,  as  Wordsworth 
puts  it:  “These  hedgerows, 
hardly  hedgerows,  little  Hues. 
Of  sportive  wood  runwl WT-  { 
mused  upon  the  loveliness  of 
our  islands,  "and  round  the 
ocean  and  the  living  air". 

SARAH  POYMTZ 
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iMphewNomriai 


AT  Westminster,  a va- 
cancy  is  announced. 
The  Tories  seek  an 
MPof  fierce  independence 
offplrlt  and  sharp  intellect 

to  carry  the  torch  left  be- 
hind by  dear  old  Harry 
Green way , who  lost  his  seat 
tnfialtng,  and  the  sadly 
retired  Dame  JIH  Knight. 
The  strong  early  fevonrite 
teMgel  Evans,  the  talkative 
: MPfor  Ribbie  Valiev  whft  is 
1 thought  best  to  combine  the 
• ferocious  independence  of 
. Barry  (the  man  who  laid  a 

} motion  amgratnlattng  Mrs 
: Thatcher  on  bewiming  p 

| grandmother)  with  the 
j laser-Kke  brain  ofDazne  JIB, 


Who  will  speak  for 
those  who  say  ‘No’? 


However,  the  base  support  Blairlte  wing  of  the  Labour 
over  the  last  three  or  four  Fart)’.  This  person  must  have 
years  for  the  “No"  has  no  political  ambition  beyond 
been  around  30  per  cent  and,  the  September  plebiscite  and 
if  the  1979  experience  is  be  prepared  to  shoulder  the 
repeated,  that  could  very  nickname  “The  Abominable 
quickly  be  Increased  to  No-Man”.  It  may  sound  like 
around  40  per  cent  As  things  the  job  from  hell,  but  being 
stand,  the  “No"  minority  in  leader  of  the  “No”  campaign 
Scotland  — around  one  mil-  has  its  benefits,  such  as  hav- 
llon  voters  — is  effectively  mg  a very  strong  case  to 
without  a voice.  The  question  argue. 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 

Laughter  and 
tears  with 
the  relatives 


is:  who  wants  to  speak  up  on 
their  behalf? 


Donald  Dewar  is  a formida- 
ble debater,  but  not  even  his 


| Commentary 


Lawrence 

Donegan 


toe  country  into  a political  j him  as  someone  who  Is  in 
ongadoon  aver  the  next  three  tune  with  the  Scottish 


PWPtos,  with  packed  public  -electorate, 
meetings  in  every  town  hap  R is  all 
and  a street  party  on  every  1979  refer 

Corner.  whan  nnon 


A number  erf  senior  Scottish  nimhio  mind  has  found  a 
Labour  figures  — some  of  plausible  answer  to  the  West 
them  in  the  Government?  — Lothian  Question  in  all  these 
would  love  the  Job.  but  to  years.  God  knows  how  be  will 


electorate.  speak  out  now  would  be  poiiti-  explain  away  the  fart  that 

R is  all  a for  czy  from  the  cal  death.  Scotland's  liberal-  Gary  McAllister,  Scotland's 
1979  referendum  campaign,  left  establishment  sees  devo-  football  captain,  will  not  have 
when  powerful  Tory  industri-  lution  as  its  birthright,  ami  a vote  in  the  referendum  — 


ATI  flu.*  , , . J 1UUUU  il»  (MI  LIU  1KUU,  ana  a vow  in  U1C  IiaL’lUUUUUl  — 

Au  mat  this  powerful  lobby  alists  tike  Lord  Weir  Joined  even  to  try  to  deny  it  at  thic  while  Paul  Gascoigne  wilL 
requmK  now  is ; someone  to  forces  with  Labour  politicians  late  stage  would  mean  banish-  The  parliament’s  proposed 
^Ie«  S^t"  **  the  calibre  of  Robin  Cook  ment  to  Edinburgh’s  equiva-  tax-levying  powers  is  also  fer- 
tob  conservatives  are  in  dis-  and  Tam  Dalyell  in  a cam-  lent  erf  social  Siberia.  The  tile  ground  for  the  “No"  cam- 


l to  make  a pie  out  of  pastry 
r deep  frozen  for  more  than 
I six  months.  It  Is  oponWH- 
l Iiam  Hague  that  Nigel  has 
i lately  been  lavishing  his  gift 
! for  ingratiation,  and  the 
; news  of  the  Clarke-Red  wood 
[ pact  came  as  a serious 
j shock.  “It  brings  anew 
? meaning,”  he  said,  "to  the 
• word  incredible."  Indeed  It 
{ does.  But  what?  A I9th-cen- 
■ tnry  jardiniere?  A rare 
Amazonian  fruitbat?  Or 
does  incredible  newly  mean 
the  taste  of  soar  grapes  in 
the  month  of  an  unctuous 
greaser?  An  intriguing  ety- 
mological question  for  us  to 
ponder,  as  we  await  the 
result  of  the  final  ballot. 


T 


Tistto  nr  t™-  rtiiLt-uc-vuiuuuii  cause.  in  me 

S1081  to,n**  ™®  lfiaves  end.  toey  did  enough  to  scup-  7hp  «Mn>  minorftv 
be^Sootiand  issetfor  fringe  groups  to  fight  the  anti-  per  the  CaDaghan  govern-  me  ,NO  min0rnY 

a landslide  m fevourof  devolution  cause.  meat's  prhpnjselH  in  Qr^tlanH 

Tbis-  week  toe  "No  Yes"  Foreign  Secretary  Cook  is  !PI  Scotland  — 
general-  campaign  was  launched,  a now  firmly  In  the  pro-devaln-  arm  inH  nno  millln 
eiecUon  mandate  sem  grudg-  tiny  grouping  of  defeated  tion  campTDalyell  £ sff seep-  ^OUnO  One  milllO 
S?16  ^ ' Scottish  Tmy  candidates  who  ticaL  and  has  already  made  a vntar*?  — i<* 

?pi  en,  po ?n  ^Jave  r®n°unced  their  anti-  significant  contribution  to  the 


ing  by  comparison.  If  the  lat-  Scottish  Tory  «mdJdates  who  ticaL  and  Walready  made  a 
p?  - ■ ?n  renounced  their  anti-  significant  contribution  to  the 
yesterday’s  Scotsman,  is  to  be  devolution  views  of  the  gen-  current  rfpT«*t«»  with  the  “Gary 
believed,  72  per  coil  will  say  eral-elcction  campaign  and  ar-  McAllister  Question”,  but  he 
Yes-  _ Donald  Dewar  s gue  that  Labour's  scheme  is  has  said  he  will  not  actively 


“Yes"  to  Donald  Dewar’s 
grand  project 

The  cynics  would  argue 
that  this  makes  the  case  for 
dispensing  with  the  expensive 


gue  mat  Labour’s  scheme  is  has  said  he  will  not  actively 
flawed  because  it  fans  to  give  campaign  against  Dewar's 
toe  proposed  parliament  in  scheme.  The  pro-devolution 
Edinburgh  sufficient  powers,  camp  will  be  delighted  at 
The  "Think  Twice”  cam-  news,  but  should  resist  the 


in  Scotland  - 
around  one  million 
voters -is 
effectively 
without  a voice 


will  not  use  these  self -same 
powers?  Who  will  pay  the  tax? 
Will  a painter  from  Dumfries 
who  works  In  Carlisle  pay  up. 
while  the  painter  from  Car- 


THE  JAPANESE.  I was 
warned  in  my  youth, 
worshipped  their  ances- 
tors. Sucb  things  did  not  hap- 


one  of  the  senior  stair.  “It  was 
wartime,''  he  was  consoling 
, her.  "Things  must  have  been 
so  desperately  difficult  for 
her."  Yet  almost  all  comers  tu 
1 Myddletnn  Street  sense  tri- 
umph and  despair.  Despair 
when  two  hours  or  searching 
discovers  nothing  at  all;  tri- 
umph when  some  old  mystery 
abruptly  unravels.  I saw  a 
man  go  up  to  his  wife  with  the 
son  of  mile-wide  beam  you 
might  have  expected  from  one 
whn'd  just  stumbled  on  the 
secret  of  radium,  and  smite 
her  on  the  shoulder.  “They 
must  have  lived  in  Tring,"  he 


lisle  who  works  in  Dumfries  our  own  more  sensible 


pen.  it  was  clearly  implied,  in  chortled,  "before  they  lived  in 


get  off  Scot  free  (so  to  speak)? 
Why  bother  levying  a tax  In 
the  first  place  if  it  is  only  go- 
ing to  raise  £350  mill  inn  a 
year  — barely  enough  to  keep 
the  Forth  Road  Bridge  in 


scheme.  The  pro-devolution  paint?  The  possibilities  for  family  histories  with  an  en- 

camp will  be  delighted  at  this  business  community  plies  its  giving  Mr  Dewar  a hard  timg  gemess  bordering  on  the 


formality  of  - - raws,  but  should  resist  the  trade,  are  also  silent  They  are  endless. 

SmStS.  ?L meanwhile,  ^ urging  temptation  to  wish  Tam  a have  reluctantly  fectored  a The  head  of  the  “No”  cam- 


campaign,  but  the  vote  will  Scottish  voters  to  vote  “No"  to  hearty  good  riddance:  toe  last 
take  place,  probably  on  both  questions  and.  as  its  thine  Scotland  dp>u>rv«i  nr 


Scottish  parliament  Into  their  palgn.  if  such  a person  ever 


September  11,  and  the  pro-  snappy  name  suggests,  was 
devolution  side  Is  geared  up  founded  by  a public-relations 


both  questions  and,  as  its  thing  Scotland  deserves  or  plans.  And  even  Michael  For-  materialises,  will  undoubt- 

snappy  name  suggests,  was  needs  is  a referendum  cam-  syth,  the  former  Scottish  Sec-  edly  become  a star:  television 

founded  by  a puhlic -relations  palgn  which  resembles  Its  retary  and  effective  debunker  presenters  will  swim  the 


obsessionaL 

The  Family  Records  Centre 
has  brought  together  the 


■■■HANKS  to  Nicholas 

■ Wilson,  who  foxes  us 

■ from  north  London 
with  an  impressive  example 
of  diplomacy  from  the  world 
of  crostacea.  While  shop- 
ping at  the  fish  counter  of 
Selfridges  recently,  our  cor- 
respondent’s missus  heard  a 
man  asking  to  boy  the  two 
large  lobsters  on  display. 
However,  the  fishmonger 
tried  to  persuade  him  to  go 
for  toe  two  smaller  ones,  on 
the  grounds  that  these  were 
fresher.  The  wan  thought 
about  it  for  a while,  but  then 
said,  no,  he  definitely 
wanted  the  big  ones,  it  was 
at  this  point  that  the  fish- 
monger had  to  explain,  very 
gently,  that  the  luge  lob- 
sters were  plastic  display 
models. 

Mystery  surrounds 
toe  leaking  of  a story 
about  Mr  Murdoch’s 
Sky.  Ontheffcont  page  of 
yesterday’s  Financial 
Times,  Ray  Snoddy  reported 
that  the  ITC,  the  commer- 
cial TV  watchdog,  would 
like  Sky  to  pull  out  of  the 
consortium  contending  for 
control  of  digital  TV.  Ifen--., 
forced,  this  decision  would 
be  very  bad  news,  and  £774 
million  was  knocked  Off  - 
Sky's  market  value  on  the 
Stock  Exchange  yesterday. ' 
The  confusing  thing  is 
where  this  hugely  damaging 
story  can  have  come  from. 
The  ITC  famously  never 
leaks,  while  it  is  hard  to 
imagine  a senior  Sky  execu- 
tive wanting  to  harm  the 
company  in  print.  Ah  well, 
we  shall  never  know.  What 
busy  days  these  are  for  Sky, 
though.  Only  on  Tuesday, 
chief  executive  Sam  Chis- 
holm walked  out  abruptly, 
citing  the  mandatory 
grounds  of  “ill  health”. 


“ 80-  Backed  by  man.  Brian  Montetth,  a for-  national  football  league,  of  the  “Tartan  Tax",  appears  Clyde  to  speak  to  this  person. 

™ n ln  e s ™er  chairman  of  the  Federa-  where  Rangers  needs  only  to  have  washed  his  hands  of  journalistic  opportunities  will 

money  and  tnn  mn  mm  nf  Hnn  ^f'nnunnK.n  ,1 u . ■ ■ ...  . . ..  . . , 


mcmey  and  the  coalition  of  tion  of  Conservative  Students,  turn  up  to  win  the  big  cups 
politicians  and  opinion  has  made  a name  for  himself  against  fee  hie  opposition, 
formers , that  Andrew  Neil  on  the  wilder  fringes  of  right-  The  same  Scotsman  poll 


the  whole  business. 


formers  . that  Andrew  NeO 
likes  to  describe  as  Scotland's 
“blethering  classes",  Scotland 


materialises,  will  undoubt-  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
edly  become  a star:  television  which  used  to  huddle  together 
presenters  will  swim  the  in  St  Catherine's  House  on 
Clyde  to  speak  to  this  person,  the  Aldtvycta  with  the  census 
journalistic  opportunities  will  returns  which  formerly  lived 
abound,  and  the  book  offers  on  Chancery  Lane.  At  the 
flood  in.  Most  of  all.  be  or  she  start  of  the  day.  the  atmo- 


All  of  which  leaves  the  way  I flood  in.  Most  of  all.  be  or  she 


' I — — W — mmmmr  ■ ■ ■»,»  w mim  Mb  IU  VMM**  WlAy  1 ***' Wl*‘-  JVUilH)  n a LlVMMllC  I * * * 1 1 "frit  i. 

Forward  has  promised  to  turn  | best  friends  would  describe  | quarter  of  the  electorate,  j and  telegenic,  possibly  on  the  I say  "No' 


on  toe  wilder  fringes  of  right-  The  same  Scotsman  poll  open  for  someone  to  make  a would  have  the  gratitude  of  sphere  is  tranquil  and  civi- 

wing  Tory  politics  north  of  yesterday  had  opposition  to  name  for  himself  or  herselfi  one  million  Scots  who,  as  Used,  like  a university  li- 
the border,  but  not  even  bis  devolution  at  around  one-  someone  young,  articulate  things  stand,  would  love  to  brary-  But  as  lunchtime 

best  friends  would  describe  quarter  of  the  electorate,  and  telegenic,  possibly  on  the  say  “No".  approaches,  the  tempo  among 

the  BMDs  tends  to  quicken. 
Now  there's  quite  a scrum  of 
amateurs  augmented  by  pn> 

- condition  of  the  Hague  C-on-  fessionals  with  clipboards  and 

#1  servative  Party?  mobile  phones  from  compa- 

l 11  What  the  Tories  learned  nies  which  furnish  family 


our  own  more  sensible  Dagenham!"  It's  hard  at  such 
country.  But  I wonder.  Not  moments  to  resist  the  tempta- 
half  a mile  from  the  Guardian  tion  (n  punch  the  air  and 
is  an  institution  where,  if  whoop;  some  people  can't, 
they  do  not  worship  their  an-  Sometimes  the  dead  are 
year  — oareiy  enougn  to  seep  cestors.  impressive  numbers  kind  to  posterity,  and  some- 
the  Forth  Road  Bridge  in  of  people  dig  around  in  their  times  nut.  Experienced  hands 
paint?  The  possibilities  for  family  histories  with  an  ea-  could  swiftly  devise  a set  of 
giving  Mr  Dewar  a hard  time  gemess  bordering  on  the  posthumous  rules  for  those 
are  endless.  obsessional.  who  have  gone  before.  First: 

The  head  of  the  “No”  cam-  The  Family  Records  Centre  be  born  with  an  unrtimmnn 

palgn.  if  such  a person  ever  has  brought  together  the  surname.  My  lot  an'  called 

materialises,  will  undoubt-  births,  marriages  and  deaths  Balfour,  the  family  of  a Lib- 
edly  become  a star:  television  which  used  to  huddle  together  era!  MP  who  went  to  the  bud. 

presenters  will  swim  the  in  St  Catherine's  House  on  That  might  be  tough  in 

Clyde  to  speak  to  this  person,  the  Aldwych  with  the  census  heavily  Ballou rised  SoiUand. 
journalistic  opportunities  will  returns  which  formerly  lived  but  in  England  in  the  mid- 
a bound,  and  the  book  offers  on  Chancery'  Lane.  At  the  19th  century  Balfours  were 
flood  in.  MostofaU.be  or  she  start  of  the  day.  the  atmo-  fairly  rare.  Next,  give  your 
would  have  the  gratitude  of  sphere  is  tranquil  and  civi-  children  distinctive  fore- 
one  million  Scots  who,  as  Used,  like  a university  li-  names.  “IT  only  these  Frec- 
things  stand,  would  love  to  brary-  But  as  lunchtime  mans  hadn't  called  their 
say  “No".  approaches,  the  tempo  among  daughter  Louisa,  just  like 

the  BMDs  tends  io  quicken,  everyone  else.”  1 moaned  to  a 
Now  there’s  quite  a scrum  of  fellow-researcher.  “You  think 
amateurs  augmented  by  pro-  you've  got  problems. '*  he 
condition  of  the  Hague  Con-  fessionals  with  clipboards  and  snorted.  "I'm  looking  for 
servative  Party?  mobile  phones  from  compa-  someone  called  Charlie 

What  the  Tories  learned  nies  which  furnish  family  Smith,  who  lived  much  of  his 
from  this  was  all  they  need  to  trees.  You  can  tell  the  p rotes-  life  on  river  boats." 
know  about  Hague's  approach  sionals  from  the  way  they  Then,  don't  go  abroad: 
to  leadership.  Evidently  his  whip  a file  from  the  shelf,  make  sure  your  children  are 
only  resort  is  to  ape  a pocket  scan  it.  scribble  a vestigial  born  within  the  remit  nf  the 
dictator.  Very  unconvinc-  note,  and  then  whang  it  back  Family  Records  Centre,  and 
lngly.  He  guarantees  a rejec-  into  place,  its  metal  edges  not  in  some  alien  country  like 
tion  the  party  cannot  afford,  clanking  as  it  goes  home.  Am-  Scotland.  And  finally,  try  to 
On  those  terms,  Mr  Clarke  ateurs  — husband  and  wife  ensure  that  your  (laughters 
could  not  serve.  On  any  other  hogging  a file  while  they  de-  turn  down  all  offers  from  suit- 
terms,  Mr  Hague  would  start  bate  why  Uncle  Reg  and  Aunt  ors  called  Smith  and  Brown, 
his  tenure  by  looking  ridicu-  Emmie  chose  to  call  their  reserving  themselves  instead 
lous.  From  a position  as  the  daughter  Tallulah  — are  a for  a chap  with  some  name 
candidate  of  the  centre,  be  dreadful  trial  to  them.  By  like  Kasprowicz.  One  of  my 
has  made  himself  the  one  who  noon  in  the  busiest  aisles  Balfours  has  just  (well,  in  1891 


condition  of  the  Hague  Con- 
servative Party? 

What  the  Tories  learned 


from  this  was  all  they  need  to  trees.  You  can  tell  the  protes- 


know  about  Hague’s  approach 
to  leadership.  Evidently  his 
only  resort  is  to  ape  a pocket 


sionals  from  the  way  they 
whjp  a file  from  the  shelf, 
scan  it.  scribble  a vestigial 


dictator.  Very  unconvinc-  note,  and  then  whang  it  back 


lngly.  He  guarantees  a rejec- 
tion the  party  cannot  afford. 


into  place,  its  metal  edges 
clanking  as  it  goes  home.  Am- 


On  those  terms,  Mr  Clarke  ateurs  — husband  and  wife 
could  not  serve.  On  any  other  hogging  a file  while  they  de- 


has  made  himself  the  one  who  noon  in  the  busiest  aisles 
is  certain  to  create  a cave  of  there  is  competition  for  space, 
alienated  backbenchers  sul-  and  even  outbreaks  of  some- 
lenly  but  emphatically  reject-  thing  like  road  rage:  relative 


mg  his  authority.  He  is  now 


perhaps.  Turn  away 


the  candidate  of  the  narrow  from  your  space  on  one  of  the 
church,  and  of  most  of  the  tahles  between  the  racks  of 
party  elders  that  the  outside  files  and  some  rotter  may 
world  detests.  snaffle  it  “It’s  people  like 


world  detests.  snaffle  it  “It’s  people  like 

you.”  I beard  a man  growl  in 

LED  by  Mr  Clarke,  a neighbouring  aisle  one 
the  Tory  Party  lunchtime,  “who  make  me 
would  certainly  not  completely  sick?'  A grizzled 
be  narrow.  His  cabi-  old  pro  looked  up  Bnom  his 
net  might  stretch  so  pile  of  proformas.  “Oh  great!” 
for  that  it  might,  like  Major’s,  he  enthused.  “There  is  going 


L 


tear  itself  apart  When  the 
single  currency  becomes  a 
real  and  pressing  option  for 
Britain,  as  it  will  do,  Redwood 
is  likely  to  go  (me  way  and 


When  the  to  be  a punch-up!”  Were  there 
ecomes  a really  punch-ups?  I asked.  Not 
option  for  here,  he  admitted;  it  was 
.Redwood  worse  at  St  Catherine's 
way  and  House.  “There  was  a fist  fight 


Clarke  the  other,  and  all  the  there  one  day,”  he  added  n os- 
old  suppurating  sores  could  talgically.  "But  I missed  it." 
reopen.  And  Clarke  has  made  It’s  a very  emotional  busi- 
one  concession  to  Redwood  he  ness,  most  of  all  for  that  small 
would  rather  not  have  made,  minority  whose  whole  sense 


now  being  prepared  to  back  a cf  identity  is  caught  up  in  phDanthropist  will  put  up  the 
referendum  not  just  in  this  their  search:  adopted  child-  money  to  pay  for  it.  In  terms 
Parliament  but  the  next  At  ren.  trying  to  trace  their  natu-  of  satisfying  public  demand 
some  time  in  the  future,  there  ral  parents.  An  elderly  worn-  this  would  be  a cast-iron  in- 
will be  trouble.  Lilley.  an,  trying  to  trace  her  vestment.  Lottery  money 
Thatcher.  Cash:  all  gleefully  mother,  and  growing  dis-  maybe?  Perhaps  they  should 
alight  on  the  incredibility  of  tressed,  was  being  expertly  ask  Lord  Rogers  to  put  it  all 
these  men  sticking  together  counselled  the  other  day  by  under  a dome. 


THE  Tory  leadership 
election  ends  today, 
but  not  before  claim- 
ing a casualty  in  Fleet 
Street.  Nicholas  Wood  has 
been  replaced  as  political 
editor  of  The  Express  by  the 
younger  Roland  Watson. 
Contributing  to  Mr  Wood's 
removal  was  Joint  propri- 
etor Lord  Stevens’  bemuse- 
ment, after  the  first  ballot, 
as  to^  why  the  title  was  back- 
ing my  snlffiy  friend 
Michael  Howard  (inciden- 
tally, did  yon  hear  Michael 
on  the  radio  earlier  this 
week?  A terrible  ooldy.  Edi- 
tor Richard  Addis — the 
onetime  novice  monk  whose 
talent  for  dispatching  staff 
suggests  that  Fleet  Street’s 
gain  is  toe  medieval  Vati- 
can’s tragic  loss — did  toe 

heroic  thing,  and  Mx  Wood 

is  on  his  way. 

|MIIF  ITIi mil  ml lii| 

■■■  scares  of  civil  servants 
11  for  the  offence  of 

fhniielOT- 

able  sweethearts  the  Tali- 
ban enjoy  another  triumph. 
This  time,  the  Islamic  ftm- 
damentalists  who  rule  Af- 
ghanistan have  had  a shop- 
keeper who  sold  bread  to  a 
woman  in  Kabul  beaten  and 
jailed  for  a week,  andhave 
also  closed  down  his  shop-  ■ 
Taliban  law,  theFortean 
Times  explains,  “forbids 
contact  between  men  and 

women  who  are  not  • - 

related”.  There  is  one  blind- 
ingly obvious  loophole  to 
this  logistical  problem—  - i 


Power  and  hatred 


Hugo  Young  believes  the 
Clarke-Redwood  ticket  gives 
the  T ones  a chance  to 
rediscover  their  unifying 
brutality  - for  the  time  being 

Conservative  I tradictory  ideologues  anyone 


through  every  eventuality. 

IjyflgSH  . It's  dear  to  me,  all  the 

same,  that,  whatever 
other  and 

Clarke  has  become  toe  unity 
VBIV  candidate.  He  will  be  in  a 

Mtttt  ABB  position,  as  leader,  to  teach 

the  party  the  lessons  of  which 
he  has  long  been  convinced 
himself,  and  which  are  more 
acceptable  in  opposition  than 
government  namely  that  dis- 

BBf  ABB r putin g over  the  single  cur- 

rency  really  is,  for  Tories,  an 
academic  exercise.  Oddly 
enough,  after  all  these  years 
■ ■ H H of  bloody  combat,  it  does  not 

^BiH  matter.  This  Is  a luxury  de- 

■ ^T^B  vm  voutly  to  be  seized.  In  the 

■ ■ H immediate  scheme  of  opposi- 

Bl  yBBB  ■ ■ WMBL  1HB  ^Bi^  B*  tion  politics,  the  issue,  mirac- 
ulously, can  be  almost  forgot- 
ten. Whereas  Hague  erects 
Europe  into  a condition  that 

ened  baronial  band,  reaching  present.  If  you’re  going  to  exdudes  Clarke,  Clarke  low- 
out  in  belated  support  yester-  weave  and  evade  as  much  as  ers  it  into  a condition  that 
day,  only  serves  to  emphasise  Hague  does,  it’s  advisable  to  need  exclude  nobody,  except 
the  curious  feet  that  her  be  equipped  with  a fraction  of  those  unregenerates  who 
young  pretender  is  the  candi-  the  dexterity  of  Harold  Wil-  can’t  believe  there’s  anything 
date  not  of  the  future  but  of  son,  a witless  version  of  more  fascinating  in  the  whole 
the  past  a past  where  the  whom  he  conjures  up  more  of  political  life  than  arguing 
ideological  struggle  was  para-  tellingly  than  he  does  an  edu-  about  a currency  that  doesn't 
mount,  and  loyalty  tests  over  cated  John  Major.  exist 

Europe  were  axiomatic.  What  Still  more  to  the  point  John  Redwood  has  more  in- 
Clarke,  succumbed-to  by  Red-  Hague's  approach  to  unity  centive  than  his  supporters  to 
wood,  now  offers  is  an  escape  has  been  catastrophically  understand  this.  He  will,  after 


reserving  themselves  instead 
for  a chap  with  some  name 
like  Kasprowicz.  One  of  my 
Balfours  has  just  (well,  in  1891 
— but  I've  only  just  found  the 
entry)  married  a man  called 
Perk ins-Case.  Such  a sensible 
girl!  How  I long  to  hug  her  for 
it,  across  the  century. 

BUT  then  it  is  just  as 
well  that  some  of  our 
quarries  don't  get  to 
hear  what  we  Family  Record 
Centre  junkies  say  about 
them.  I heard  a disconsolate 
pair,  who  looked  like  mother 
and  daughter,  in  the  bus 
queue  afterwards,  comparing 
notes  an  their  day’s  endeav- 
ours. “What  I want  to  know," 
the  daughter  was  saying  in 
tones  of  seething  resentment, 
“is  what  he  thought  he  was 
doing,  going  to  West  Brom- 
wich In  the  first  place." 

The  FRC's  records  are  vast, 
and  cry  out  to  be  computer- 
ised. Perhaps  one  day  some 
phDanthropist  will  put  up  the 
money  to  pay  for  it.  In  terms 
of  satisfying  public  demand 
this  would  be  a cast-iron  in- 


ask Lord  Rogers  to  put  it  all 
under  a dome. 


THE  SOLE  TO  HOKE 


ogy  was  everything  that  it  toms  out,  matter  less  than 
counted-  Extremity  of  convio  hatred,  calculation  and 


.tkm  broke  the  back  of  the 
Major  government,  and 


it  matter  less  than  in  theory  it  should  be  second  ballot,  but  must  now  apart  from  Europe,  that 
calculation  and  Hague  who  offers  the  best  think  hard  about  a man  who  Clarke  is  a somewhat  relaxed 
unity  credentials.  He  began,  seems  to  be  living  in  a world  and  conservative  figure  to 


This  may  still  not  be  after  all,  in  the  middle,  or  so  of  unreality, 
much  to  out  the  Clarke-Red-  he  claimed.  Whatever  his  lack  Collective 


have  at  the  head  of  a party 


move  toe  country  to  Norfolk  ftT^er  ride.  aTwST  as 

zssaflsasaSt- 


dubious  about  toe  upheaval. 


'cause  RV  AT»  ve 
AMOCWTIO^L 


wlflJI ^ASS^tataMtanded  enough  to  put  the  Clarke-Red-  he  claimed.  Whatever  his  lack  Collective  responsibility  is  which  needs  galvanic  shock 

wood  team  overthe  top.  of  yeare  and  his  flexibility  of  the  mantra  with  which  he  has  therapy  ff  ffs  to  avow  beam- 

!Sto  was  There  are  plenty  of  hatreds  cm  conviction,  he  was  touted  by  defended  the  Europe  policy  he  mg  the  eenabic ward  of  Brit- 

tooE™  As  mtt  as  both  the  elders  and  the  tyros  plans  to  tty  and  impose.  On  ish  politics-With  Tony  Blair 

rtBUMiHm  for?  lTie  Dure^yea  me  omer  «ae.  around  him  as  a shrewd  and  Monday  night  he  told  MPs  bestriding  the  whole  vast  cen- 


fiShtinc  as  min-  William  Hague  because  he,  calculating  man.  He  would  that  nobody  would  enter  his  tre,  from  right  to  left,  a Con- 

to  rather  thantheir  own  hero,  gather  support  from  afl  sides,  shadow  cabinet  unless  tltey  servatism  riding  on  toe  lead- 

was  handed  toe  support  of  the  asa  prelude  to  uniting  the  signed  up  to  veto  the  single  ershipofa  man  who  has  been 

party  ^nnder  fresh,  original  currency  ftaW  mod  on  sphere  near  the  hdm  for 

ness  when  nobody  outside  the  toe 


leadership  young  enough  to  [ the  BBC's  Today  programme  2D  years  shows  how  peril- 


i what  it  thought. 

The  salvation  of  the  Tory 
party,  however,  may  have 
Wun,  with  the  adoption  of  a 
priority  which  reverses  all 


find  it  in  them  to  place  an  X 
| anywhere  adjacent  to  the 
name  of  K Clarke  even  when 
it  has  been  laundered  by  J 
Redwood-  No  sooner  was  toe 
deal  announced  than  Mr  Lfl- 


NCRBDIBLY, 


he  told  Mr  Naughfie  the  same 
tiling,  even  after  3*  hours  to 
reflect  upon  toe  Outrage  this 


single-minded  strategist  position  aroused, 
has  contrived  to  end  his  It  was  all  very  obvious,  he  showing  it  is  not  dead.  It  is  in 
campaign  with  most  said.  Cabinets,  shadow  as  a position  to  do  something 
people  Iks  aware  of  his  well  as  real,  were  bound  by  unspeakably  crude,  lntoler- 
es  his  vices,  begin-  collective  responsibility,  so  ably  pragmatic,  disgustingly 
with  the  ineradicable  Mr  Clarke  should  have  no  politlcaL  From  the  extremes 


ously  thin  it  has  become  in  | 
major  politicians  cf  a new 
generation.  I 

But  it  seems  on  the  brink  of  I 


s 

and  appeals  instead  to  in  abort  order  If  nine  with  toe  ineradicable  Mr  Clarke  should  have  no  poUticaL  From  toe  extremes 

tory.  aStowlS  tom.  ItS  take  Sownesa  It  has  been  appar-  problem.  But  which  is  toe  nf  left  ami  rights  synth^is  is 

toeMaylrout,srahapi^  of  ^^Xa^Bparty  ent  from  every  interview  that  more  unlikely  spectacle:  proposed  which  reminds  us 

repentance  would  be ' MB>£  “Jgfg'Jg  be  lacks  toe  verbal  facility  to  Clarke  pretemiingi that  hte  that  these  peoge  agree  about 

ingty  sudden.  The  aluanoe  « g_  accommodate,  with  any  con-  views  have  changed,  or  the  fer  mare  than  they  dispute.  In 

Kenneth  Clarke  and  John  Dnnautu*.  ^ viction,  toe  elusive  policy  po-  voters  swallowing  idM«E  politite  power  and  hatred 

Redwood  lodtol^^emgt  ^ ^ sitionThe  feels  tt  prudent  to  dishonesty  as  toe  presiding  serve  their  purpose. 

Ipprobante  inarna^  w ***** 
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10  OBITUARIES 


Th*  Qnu«m  Thursday  June  13$9r 


Lord  Desmond  Banks 


Radical 


reform 


Liberal 


IF  ANYONE  was  entitled 
to  die  happy  it  was  Des- 
mond Banks,  who  was 
able  to  enjoy,  with  the 
result  of  the  general 
election  six:  weeks  before  his 
death  aged  78,  the  transforma- 
tion of  his  beloved  Liberal 
Democratic  Party  into  a po- 
tent political  force  with  46 
MPs.  This  happened  partly  on 
the  back  of  the  progressive 
reforms  he  had  long 
advocated. 

He  had  helped  to  form  the 
Radical  Reform  Group  in  the 
1950s,  when  the  surviving 


Liberal  Party  was  so  right- 
at  Wlnstoj 


wing  that  Winston  Churchill 
had  offered  its  leader,  Clem- 
ent Davies,  a place  In  his  1951 
cabinet  When  Banks  later  be- 
came chairman  of  the  Liberal 
Executive,  he  proclaimed:  “I 
am  a leftish  Liberal.  Z believe 
the  state  has  an  important 
role  to  play." 

Banks  was  one  of  those  rare 
politicians  whose  radicalism 
was  underrated  because  of  his 
personal  packaging.  With  the 
tall,  erect  figure  of  a former 
gunnery  major  and  a slim 
Ronald  Coleman  moustache, 
he  looked  like  a family  lawyer 
in  a pre-war  drawing  room 
drama. 

Always  polite  and  diffident, 
he  expected  his  sensible  but 


advanced  ideas  to  be  rejected 
by  his  colleagues,  like  his  pro- 
posal in  October  1975  that  the 
small  Liberal  contingent  in 
the  Commons  should  have  a 
shadow  cabinet.  He  always 
seemed  surprised  when  a 
journalist  wanted  to  discuss 
his  latest  proposals. 

His.  radicalism  was  under- 
estimated also  because  — un- 
like the  young  head-bangers 
on  Liberator  — he  was  for  so 
long  a member  of  the  Liberal 
establishment,  which  needed 
his  organisational  and  finan- 
cial skills  and  shrewd  judg- 
ment He  became  president  of 
the  party  in  1968-69,  having 
been  chairman  of  its  execu- 
tive before  (and  after). 

Partly  because  the  Liberals 
used  a scattergun  technique 
for  winning  parliamentary 
seats,  he  did  not  succeed  in 
any  of  his  three  attempts:  at 
Harrow  East  in  1950,  St  Ives 
(which  has  fallen  to  thprn 
now)  in  1955  and  Hertford- 
shire SW  in  1959. 

His  political  ideas  therefore 
had  to  be  deployed  on  the 
Liberal  Executive,  at  party 
conferences,  or  in  the  pages  of 
Liberal  News  and  other  publi- 
cations to  which  he  contrib- 
uted generously. 

It  was  only  after  the  Liber- 
als elevated  him  to  the  Lords 


Banks . the  Liberal  radical  who  looked  Hke  a total  conservative 


PHOTOCMAPtt  E HAMH.TON  WEST 


In  1974  that  he  finally  had  a 
Westminster  platform.  There 
he  was  long  the  Liberals* 
effective  spokesman  on  social 
services  before  becoming 
their  deputy  whip  in  1977. 

His -many  worthy  efforts  to 
improve  the  lot  of  the  poor 
were  not  widely  reported, 
partly  because  he  lacked  the 
dash  and  panache  of  his  suc- 
cessor, Lord  (Conrad)  Russell, 
partly  because  he  sought  to 
alter  Conservative  bills  by 


using  his  technical  skills  as  a 
professional  insurance  bro- 
ker and  as  one  of  the  City’s 
leading  pensions  consultants. 

Banks  suffered  from  being 
so  utterly  respectable  and  tra- 
ditionally middle-class.  Al- 
though bom  in  Ascot  where 
his  father  served  In  the  RAF, 
he  was  a Scottish  Presby- 
terian whose  ancestors  were 
businessmen  in  the  west,  of 
Scotland.  He  was  educated  at 
the  Alpha  Preparatory 


School,  Harrow,  and  Univer- 
sity College  School,  Hamp- 
stead, where  he  became  a 
LiberaL 

Just  20  when  the  second 
world  war  began,  he  volun- 
teered for  the  King's  Royal 
Rifle  Corps,  but  was  later 
commissioned  into  the  Royal 
Artillery,  serving  as  an  anti- 
tank officer  all  over  the 
Middle  East  He  wound  up  as 
a prisoner  or  war  in  Trieste. 

When  he  came  out  he 


worked  with  his  father's 
washing  machine  company, 
but  soon  decided  to  work  foil- 
time  for  the  Liberal  Party.  In 
1948  he  married  Barbara 
Wells,  whom  he  had  taught  as 
a cman  girl  in  a Sunday 
school  in  Scotland.  They  had 
two  sons. 

After  his  defeat  at  Harrow 
in  1950.  be  turned  to  the  City. 
There  he  became  an  insur- 
ance broker.  — initially  with 
Canada  Life,  then  with  Life 


Assurance  of  Scotland,  in 
1973  he  launched  himself  as  a 
pensions  consultant.  His 
skills,  honed  in  the  City,  were 
used  to  give  practical  effect  to 
his  considerable  social 
conscience. 


Andrew  Roth 


Lord  Banks  (Desmond  Anderson 
Harvie  Banks),  former  president 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  bom  Octo- 
ber 23, 1918:  died  June  15, 1897 


Paul  Reade 


The  gift  of  easy  melody 


Reade . . . music  to  the  last  day 


ON  the  penultimate 
day  of  his  life,  the 
composer  Paul 
Reade,  who  has  died 
of  cancer  aged  54,  was  putting 
the  finishing  touches  to  the 
first  movement  of  his  Bassoon 
Concerto.  To  his  family's 
amazement,  he  painfully,  but 
purposefully,  went  to  the 
piano,  and  played  the  piece 
through,  offering  some  final 
markings  to  bis  copyist  Tim 
Gibson.  This  was  the  charac- 
ter of  a man  who  was  brave 
and  intensely  creative. 

During  the  last  decade,  the 
works  of  his  musical  maturity 
had  begun  to  emerge.  He  was 
a composer  of  great  diversity, 
who  wrote  orchestral  works, 
two  ballets,  and  pieces  for 
children  and  for  television. 

I first  met  Paul  at  the  old 
Sadlers  Wells  theatre  in  1966, 
where  he  was  working  as  a 


repetiteur,  after  leaving  the 
Royal  Academy  where  he 
studied  piano.  1 was  a young 
baritone,  recently  arrived 
from  Australia,  and  we  be- 
came friends  immediately, 
sensing  some  shared  experi- 
ence and  a Catholic  past  — 
Paul  had  been  educated  at  the 
Benedictine  Douai  school  in 
Berkshire.  He  never  lost  his 
sense  of  connectedness  to  Ca- 
tholicism, to  the  spiritual:  the 
Catholicism  of.  his  youth'  of- 
fered him  strength  and  solace 
in  the  last  year. 

From  his  early  days,  his  gift 
of  melodic  ease  was  apparent 
During  the  1970s  and  1980s, 
children  and  their  parents 
hummed  his  theme  tunes 
from  television  programmes 
such  as  BBC’s  Playschool  and 
cartoons  such  as  Crystal  Tipps 
and  Alistair,  Mortimer  and 
Arabal  and  the  Alphabet  Cas- 


tle. He  wrote  his  first  opera, 
David  and  Goliath,  for.  chil- 
dren and  also  two  pieces  for 
narrator  and  orchestra:  The 
Midas  Touch  and  Cinderella. 
Television  appreciated  him. 
and  classic  serials  such  as  A 
Tale  of  Turn  Cities  and  Great 
Expectations  were  enhanced 
by  his  music.  He  also  provided 
the  theme  music  for  The  An- 
tiques Road  Show  and  won  an 
Ivor  Novello  award  for  his 
music  for  The  Victorian 
Kitchen  Garden. 

In  1985,  he  completed  his 
Flute  Concerto,  his  first  major 
orchestral  work,  and  met  his 
foture  wife,  the  flautist  Phi- 
lippa Davies,  a notable  expo- 
nent of  this  marvellous  con- 
certo. It  was  an  instant 
success  and  is  increasingly  be- 
coming part  of  the  interna- 
tional repertoire,  combining 
as  it  does  haunting;  pastoral 


lyricism  with  immense  brio. 
Paul  wrote  a great  deal  of 
music  over  a broad  spectrum, 
including  chamber  pieces 
such  as  foe  Saxophone  Quar- 
tet, foe  Luckbarrow  Dancers 
for  oboe  trio,  and  Aspects  of  a 
Landscape  for  oboe  solo. 
There  are  choral  works  and 
vocal  settings  for  voice  and 
orchestra,  notably  Chants  du 
Roussillon  and  Sea  Journey, 
composed  for  foe  late  Eliza- 
beth Harwood.  In  all  his  work, 
there  Is  a strong  sense  of  nar- 
rative and  (dace,  be  it  his 
beloved  Exmoor,  where  he 
had  a cottage,  or  Suffolk 
where  he  spent  holidays  with 
his  family. 

In  1989,  came  his  first  major 
three  act  ballet,  Hobson’s 
Choice  followed,  last  year  by 
Far  From  the  Madding  Crowd, 
choreographed  by  David  Bint- 
ley  and  performed  at  Covent 


Garden  and  elsewhere  with 
great  success. 

Paul  had  just  finished  a new 
ballet  on  the  life  of  Byron 
when  his  fflness  began  to  take 
hold.  I remember  particularly 
foe  musical  limp  that  an- 
nounces foe  entrance  of  Byron 
to  centre  stage:  it  had  a touch 
of  Prokofiev.  Paul  wrote  one 
song  for  me,  Ave  atque  Vale.  It 
was  a simple,  mellifluous 
piece,  based  on  Catullus's 
poem  for  his  dead  brother,  a 
very  Roman  stoic  salute  to  a 
lost  loved  one. 

Paul  leaves  his  wife  Phi- 
lippa and  his  two  children  by 
his  first  marriage,  Simon  and 
Lizzie,  and  a grand-daughter, 
Rose. 


Tom  McDaimoil 


Paul  Reade,  composer,  bom  Jan- 
uary 10, 1943:  died  June  7, 1997 


Richard  Jaeckel 


Beachhead  to  beach 


IN  Hollywood  war  movies 
of  the  1940s,  a platoon,  be- 
sides a Cohen,  a Kelly,  a 
Martinez  and  a Kawalski. 
would  have  a nervous  young 
soldier,  a veteran,  a cruel-to- 
be-kind  sergeant  and  a pater- 
nal generaL  Over  foe  years, 
Richard  Jaeckel,  who  has 
died  of  cancer  aged  70,  played 
each  of  these  stereotypes. 

The  stocky,  muscular 
Jaeckel,  whose  baby  face 
never  quite  disappeared,  was 
an  outdoorsy  actor.  Hard  to 
imagine  him  in  a drawing 
room,  or  wearing  a suit  and 
tie.  Jaeckel  was  a fine  athlete, 
swimmer  and  surfer,  whose 
last  appearances  were  aptly 
in  TVs  Baywatch  as  foe  Lieu- 
tenant who  co-ordinated 
rescue  operations. 

It  was  through  his  mother’s 
friend,  the  powerful  Holly- 
wood gossip  columnist 
Louella  Parsons,  that  foe  17- 
year-old  Jaeckel  got  a job  in 
the  mail  room  at  20fo  Century- 
Fox.  He  was  soon  spotted  by  a 


studio  executive,  who  asked 
him  to  take  a screen  test 
which  he  did,  reluctantly.  It 
got  him  the  role  of  the  teenage 
private  Johnny  Anderson  in 
Guadalcanal  Diary  (1943),  one 
of  the  better  movies  of  GIs  in 
the  South  Pacific.  The 
following  year  he  switched  to 
an  aircraft  carrier  in  A Wing 
and  a Prayer  before  joining 
the  navy  for  real,  serving 
from  1944  to  1948. 

After  the  war,  in  City 
Across  the  River,  he  played  a 
juvenile  delinquent  in  a 
Brooklyn  street  gang  that  in- 
cluded Anthony  (Tony)  Curtis 
in  one  of  his  first  films.  Then 
It  was  back  in  uniform,  fight- 
ing foe  Germans  in  Battle- 
ground, and  the  Japanese  in 
Sands  of  two  Jlma  (both  1949). 

In  foe  latter,  Jaeckel  was  a 
brave  marine  under  martinet 
.Sergeant  John  Wayne. 

In  the  excellent  Henry 
Hathaway  Western  The  Gun- 
fighter  (1950),  Jaeckel  was  one 
of  those  “squirts”,  as  killer 


Ringo  (Gregory  Peck)  puts  it. 
who  challenges  the  hero  to  a 
gunfight.  Although  indoors  in 
Come  Back,  Little  Sheba 
(1952).  he  showed  off  his  phy- 
sique by  posing  as  a javelin 
thrower  for  sexy  lodger  Terry 
Moore,  provoking  jealousy  In 
dowdy  Burt  Lancaster. 

From  foe  mid-1950s,  Jaeckel 
was  exclusively  cast  in  sup- 
porting roles  in  either  war 
movies  (Attack!  The  Naked 
and  the  Dead)  or  Westerns 
(The  Violent  Men.  3.10  to 
Yuma,  Cowboy),  always 
gritty.  He  was  one  of  four  GIs 
accused  of  foe  rape  of  a Ger- 
man girl  in  Town  without 
Pity  (1960),  getting  off  thanks 
to  foe  efforts  of  Major  Kirk 
Douglas,  defending. 

Throughout  the  1960s, 
Jaeckel  earned  his  living  as  a 
heavy  in  more  violent 
movies,  such  as  Robert  Al- 
drich’s The  Dirty  Dozen 
(1967).  He  cropped  up  again  In 
The  Devils’  Brigade  (1968),  a 
poor  imitation  of  The  Dirty 
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Richard  Jaeckel,  as  the  boy  soldier  with  the  bayonet,  in  Gnadacanal  Diary,  with  Preston  Foster  and  Lloyd  Nolan 


Dozen.  One  of  Jaeck el’s  less 
happy  moments  was  as  an 
astronaut  in  77ie  Green  Slime 
(1969),  fighting  one-eyed  crea- 
tures with  stiff  tentacles. 

However,  he  was  nomi- 
nated tor  a Best  Supporting 
Actor  Oscar  for  Sometimes  A 
Great  Nation  (1971)  about  a 
family  of  loggers  in  Oregon. 


The  role  may  have  rescued 
his  credibility,  but  Paul  New- 
man (the  director-star),  as  his 
brother,  foiled  to  rescue  him 
from  being  drowned,  pinned 
under  logs. 

For  his  favourite  director, 
no-holds-barred  Robert  Al- 
drich. Jaeckel  appeared  in  Ul- 
zarus’s  Raid  (1972),  Twilight's 


Last  Gleaming  (1977)  and  All 
The  Marbles  (1981),  playing 
men's  men.  On  TV.  he  was 
given  mostly  unsmiling  cop 
roles,  as  well  as  Baywatch 
which  presented  him  with  Its 
traditional  award  of  a 
bronzed  pair  of  shorts  when 
he  left  the  series. 

Jaeckel.  whose  elder  son 


Barry  is  a professional  golfer, 
continued  to  visit  foe  gym 
regularly  until  the  last  stages 
Of  his  iTInoftft 


Ronald  Derg  an 


Richard  Jaeckel,  actor,  bom  Oc- 
tober 10,  1926;  died  June  15, 
1997 


Jackdaw 


MyMemes 


MEMES , unlike  genes,  do  not 
come  packaged  with  instruc- 
tions for  their  replication; 
they  rely  on  the  pattern- 
evolving  machinery  of  our 
brains.  We  tend  to  replicate 
memes  that  satisfy  needs — 
biological  needs  like  food, 
shelter,  and  sea,  or  needs  that 
contribute  less  directly  to 
survival  of  self  end  progeny. 

These  include  foe  need  for 
love,  and  foe  need  for  a coher- 
ent internal  model  of  foe 
world,  something  we  can  call 
upon  whenever  a situation  is 
too  complicated  for  our  hard- 
wired instincts. 


This  world-view  weaves 
each  new  instant  of  experi- 
ence into  its  tapestry  of 
associations.  Mental  censors, 
however,  can  disrupt  foe  as- 
similation of  memes  that 
threaten  foe  Individual’s  ego 
or  belief  structure. 

This  prevents  the  brain 
from  forging  associations  be- 
tween the  new  me  me  and  pre- 
viously-stored memes.  Con- 
versely, Insightful  memes . 
sometimes  trigger  a chain 
reaction  that  modifies  their 
host’s  entire  world-view — a 
conceptual  phase  shift 
Since  brains  are  wired  so 
that  related  memes  trigger 
one  another,  domino  style, 
cultural  evolution,  like  bio- 
logical evolution,  has  built-in 
momentum. 

The  creative  spark,  a sex- 
plained  in  Wired. 


Joking  apart 


JOKES,  to  coin  a tautology, 
are  funny  things.  Or  to  quote 
Burroughs,  language  is  a vi- 
rus — and  by  that  token,  a 
joke’s  ability  to  spread  from 
host  to  host  relies  on  its 


knack  at  disguising  Itself  as  a 
native  organism. 

It  must  stake  out  a position 
in  the  public  consciousness 
between  truth  and  hyperbole, 
plausible  enough  to  sneak 
under  the  radar,  mutated 
enough  to  provoke  the  key 
lowering  of  defences,  the 
laugh. 

T he  American  alternative 
magazine , SOMA . 


Info  hungry 


E VER  since  Columbus,  can- 
nibalism has  titillated  the 
western  public.  Yet  in  aca- 
demic anthropology,  the  very 
existence  of  foe  flesh-eating 
act  has  been  cast  into  doubt 
Some  anthropologists  deny 
that  human  beings  ever  had  a 
taste  for  human  flesh.  Confu- 
sion and  colonial  condescen- 
sion, they  claim,  have 
skewed  the  record. 

Cannibalism  does  raise 
awkward  questions  for  those 
who  set  out  to  investigate  it. 
What  kind  of  evidence  should 
count  as  definite  proof  of 
man-eating — eyewitness  ac- 
counts or  physical  remains? 


Cannibalism  comes  to  the  bail 
in  Linguttfmnca.  as  published 
in  Prospect 


Time  for  tea 


WITH  Its  memories  of  child- 
hood. tea  is  an  evocative 
meal,  so  it  is  only  natural  that 
the  quest  for  a good  one 
should  become,  for  some 
people  when  travelling,  some- 
thing of  a holy  grail. 

They  often  find  the  search 
ends  in  foe  tea  room  of  a 
National  Trust  property, 
since  it  has  become  one  of  the 
pleasures  of  foe  institution 
that  foe  rigours  of  house  vis- 
iting are  softened  by  foe  in- 
dulgence of  home-made  cakes 
and  scones. 

Much  better  than  the  BR  tea, 
according  to  Country  Life. 


Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
jackdaiofdgitardian.  co.uk.; 
fax  oi  71-713  4366;  write  Jack- 
daw. The  Guardian,  119  Far- 
ringdon  Road,  London  EClR 
3ER. 


Hannah  Poo! 


Bluma  TroH  1 


I FIRST  met  Btuma 
who  hw  died  aged  W. 
after  tltt  jmtMttaa  in 
af  Coins  and  these  Cutes  i 
the  architecture  on  the 
dent  coins  of -Greece.  _ 
and  Palestine.  The  hex*  wts 
collaboration  between 
then  retired  ftuw  her  poet 
professor  of  rimska  at  .... 
York  University  and  Martin 
Price  of  the  Britiih  Museum. 

Already  vnlt_  into  her 
seventies,  she.  retained  a 
youthful,  infection#  enthusi- 
asm. Although  Tres  wat  not 
the  first  classical  scholar  to 
appreciate  the  importance  of 
coins  she  was  an  eloquent; 
energetic  advocate  pC  their 
value  as  historical  documents 
providing  insights  into  life  In 
the  ancient  world. 

The  daughter  of  New  York 
portrait  painter.  Mix  Popfcin. 
she  grew  up  as  a member  of  a 
talented  artistic  and  musical 
family  and  graduated  in  law 
from  NYU.  After  » years  In 
private  practice*  aha  switched 
to  foe  classics  to  which.  she 
applied  her  energy-tor  the 

rest  of  her  life. 

Her  doctoral  dissertation 
was  Architectural  NUmfemot- 
ics : The  Temples  In  Asia 
Minor,  part  of  which  was  pub- 
lished by  the  American  Nu- 
mismatic Society  in  IMS  as  a 
monograph  on  Ephesus's 
Temple  of  Artemis.  By  the 
1980s  she  was  examining  cul- 
ture and  reUgtoa  of  the  Phoe- 
nician world  and  that  of  the 
Carthaginian  empire  in  north 
Africa.  The  Phoenician  and 
Punic  coinages  — Lhdndiug 
the  Greek  Imperial : coin* 
from  Phoenicia  — w era  bar 
main  source  and -a  a number 
of  articles  MowedC 
Trail  was  an  outstanding 
teacher,  and  an  effective  cam- 
paigner and  helped  secure  for 
foe  American  Numismatic 
Society  an  important  Metro- 
politan Museum  of  Art  collec- 
tion of  Islamic  and  Byzantine 
coins. 

Bluma  Trell  was  a frequent 
visitor  to  the  British  Museum 
and  her  1983  honorary  fellow- 
ship of  the  Royal  Numismatic 
Society  gave  her  particular 
pleasure.  Even  near  the  end 
of  her  life  she  remained  a 
lively  correspondent  and  she 
will  be  much  missed  She 
married  screenwriter  Max 
Trell  in  1934  and  he  died  last 
year.  They  are  survived  by 
their  son  Max. 


JonMarcwn 


Bluma  Trail,  classicist,  bom 
March  10  1903:  died  June  10. 
1997 


Birthdays 


Bob  Ainsworth,  MP,  Lord 
Commissioner  of  foe  Trea- 
sury, 45;  Aung  San  Suu  Kyi, 
Burmese  political  leader, 
Nobel  laureate,  52;  Thelma 
Barlow,  actress,  63;  Jeremy 
Bates,  tennis  player,  35; 
John  BlgnelL  photographer, 
90;  Dr  Nell  Chalmers,  direc- 
tor, Natural  History  Museum, 
55;  Charlie  Drake,  comedian. 
72;  Louis  Jourdau,  actor,  78; 
Pauline  KaeL,  writer  and 
film  critic,  78;  Mike  O’Brien, 
MP,  minister  for  immigra- 
tion, 43:  Sir  Ray  Powefl. 
Labour  MP,  69;  Salman 
Rushdie,  novelist,  50; 
Andrew  Summers,  chief  ex- 
ecutive, Design  Council,.  51; 
Dr  Joan  Think,  historian. 
75;  Kathleen  Turner,  ac- 
tress, 43;  Rory  Underwood, 
rugby  player,  34. 


In  Memoriam 
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DM  ifen  jm  1874.  Always  in  oar  hm 
Mum  and  Dad. 


Births 
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SLMBEL 

A cruise  along  the  NBe  and  Lake  Nasser  to  Lower  Nubia  visiting  the  sites  of  Andent  Egypt 


Cruise  the  length  of  the  Nile  between  Luxor  And 
Abu  Simbel  on  board  die  5-star  MS  Oberoi  and  MS 
Eugenie  Or  MS  Nubian  Sea.  visiting  the Valley  of  the 
Kings  and  Kamakat  Luxor.  Edfu.  KomOmbo.  Aswan. 
Kalabsha.  Widi  el-Seboua.  Amada  and  Abu  Simbel. 
Being  inclusive  of'  fell  board,  excursions,  local 
guides  and  transportation  throughout  this  must 
represent  the  travel  opportunity  of  the  year. 

Fly  from  London  Gatwick  on  Monday  afternoon 
on  the  direct  flight  by  Air 2000  to  Aswan.  On  arrival 
transferiotte5-starMSOben»mooredonLhebani{s 
of  the  Nile  which  over  the  course  of  the  next  week 
will  take  us  effortlessly  to  Korn  Ombo  for  the  Ptofc- 
makTemple  dedicated  to  Sobckand  Homs.  Ediuand 
the  Temple  ofEdfu,  Esna  where  the  cult  of  Khnum 
was  created  and  from  where  we  visit  Luxor  and  the 

Valley  of  the  Kings  and Queens,  thelemple  of  Luxor 
and  iheGreatTempfeof  Kamak  then  onto  Edfu  and 
finally  back  to  Aswan  to  visit  the  High  Dam.  Kitch- 
ener and  Elephantine  islands.  On  Day  8 we  transfer 
to  the  5-star  MS  Eugenie  or  the  MS  Nubian  Sea 
moored  on  the  other  side  of  the  Great  Dam  on  Lake 

Nasser.  Over  the  cou  rse  of  the  next  week  cruise  and 

visit  many  of  the  ancient  sites  that  were  rescued 
from  the  flooding  of  the  Dam  such  as  Kalabsha 


14aigjhts 
from£595.00 


the  evening,  15  days  later. 

DEPARTURE  DATES  & PRICES 

1997  Mondays  ■ per  person  in  a twin  cabin 

August*.  1US.25JGB31) 
September  1,8. 15  £630 


Supplcmehte-perpeftoh 
tipper  Dccks£195- Single  cabin £35  - 
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Wjw  W*  emmrin  nuyie  HptuMtl  madtfmnl  WiWWaj 
ut*t  hwwnl  wrnTuwihngai  the  up.  Qui  nmrw  Cowhnataat. 
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Temple.  Wadi  el  Scboua,  Kjlst  Ibrim.  Abu 
«»mbel.  Amada  and  finally  hack  to  Aswan 
turthe  return  flight  hi  London  Gatwick  in 


0171-6161000. 
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FinanceGuaurdlan 


"Umpire’ 
orders 
|£29  cut 
fin  bills 
for  18m 
clients 


BG  chief  executive  David 
Varney  and  finance  director 
Philip  Hampton  held  their 
press  conference  yesterday 
at  the  Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers  in  London 

PHOTOGRAPH:  GARRY  WEASER 


Notebook 


Paying  the  price 
of  cheap  energy 


The  Government  must  re- 
examine the  watchdogs* 
remit.  Cheap  prices  are  wel- 
come but  not  at  the  cost  of 
unsustainable  consumption. 


Feelbad  factor 


NO  QUESTION,  the  feel- 
good factor  is  back.  In- 
toxicated after  ousting 
Li  S3  bUCKingnam  I the  Conservatives  on  May  1 it 
............. ......y.*.......  I seems  that  voters  spent  the 

rest  of  the  month  splashing 


Victory  for  gas  customers 


CaflaWtaton 
Industrial  Conupondsnt 


IIGHTEEN  million 
gas  users  are  -in 
line  for  a £29  cut  In 
• their  bills  this  year 
I after  the  Monopo- 
lies and  Mergers  Commission 
yesterday  came  out  in  sup- 
port of  industry  regulator 
Clare  Spottiswoode  on  gas 
transportation  prices. 

The  MMC  recommenda- 
tions are  expected  to  mean  a 
saving  of  £29  on  the  average 
household  gas  bin  for  18  mil- 
lion domestic  consumers 
from  October,  arising  to  a sav- 
ing of  £64  in  the  fifth  tfearef 
the  price  control.  ' 

Transportation  prices 
would  also  be  cut  by  by  two 
percentage  points  below  infla- 
tion in  each  of  the  fallowing 
four  years  of  the  price  control 
up  to  March  2002. 

Although  Transco,  BG’s 
monopoly  pipeline  business, 
is  not  responsible  for  the  sup- 
ply of  domestic  or  commer- 
cial customers,  it  is  expected 
that'  the  savings  will  be 

passed  through  to  consumers. 

BG  chief  executive  David 
Varney  put  an  a brave  fecefn 
response  to  the  MMCs  recom- 
mendations. saying  that  it 
was  “the  umpire's  verdict” 
and  BG  would  accept  it  The 
company  had  spent  £10  nut 
lion  fighting  tts  case  at  the 
MMC,  warning  .that  10,000 
jobs  would  go  and  that  safety 
would  be  compromised. 

Mr  Varney  said  yesterday 
that  the  company  would  have 
to  review  all  Its  costs,  but  that 
4J500  jobs  had  already  gone 
through  voluntary  redun- 


THAT  WAS  THEN 


May  13 1996 

Philip  Rogerson,  deputy  chairman  of  British  Gas, 
denounces  the  regulator's  proposed  price  controls 
and  asset  revaluation  as  draconian.  “If  ail  these 
proposals  were  implemented,  it  could  represent 
one  of  the  biggest  smash  and  grab  raids  ever  and 
could  devastate  this  industry* 


this  is  NOW 


June  18  1997 

David  Varney,  chief  executive  of  BG  pic, 
acknowledges  the  MMC  report  is  tough.  'But  it 
provides  an  opportunity  to  end  a prolonged  period 
of  regulatory  uncertainty  and  to  concentrate  on 
improving  the  business  and  the  quality  of 
Transcq’s  earnings’ 


dancy  over  the  past  16  months. 
Mr  Varney  added:  “We  see 
this  as  a tough  settlement.  But 
our  energies  should  now  go 
into  delivery  of  a safe,  secure 
gas  supply  ^ within  a drama-free 
regulatory  system. 

The  report  provided  the  op- 
portunity to  end  a prolonged 
period  of  regulatory  instabil- 
ity and  uncertainty. 

Ms  Spottiswoode,  director- 
general  of  Ofgas.  said  she  was 


pleased  the  MMCs  recom- 
mendations were  in  line  with 
what  bad  been  offered  in  her 
proposals,  rejected  by  BG  last 
autumn.  She  had  called  for  a 
20  per  cent  cut  in  the  first 
year  of  the  price  control  from 
April  1997  followed  by  RPI  mi- 
nus JL5  percentage  points  in 

each  of  the  next  four  years. 

The  MMC  had  recom- 
mended a 21  per  cent  first- 
year  cut  followed  by  RPI  mi- 


nus two  percentage  points  for 
the  next  four  years. 

The  regulator  had  also  pro- 
posed a write-down  of  Trans- 
co’s  asset  value  from 
£17  billion  to  £12.4  billion, 
while  the  MMC  had  recom- 
mended a write-down  to 
£11.6  billion. 

Ms  Spottiswoode  said:  “As 
well  as  benefiting  customers, 
the  MMC  report  will  be  of 
benefit  to  shareholders  be- 
cause it  provides  a stable,  pre- 
dictable and  transparent  reg- 
ulatory regime  for  Transco.” 

But  there  was  subsequent 
confusion  about  the  possibil- 
ity that  prices  would  go  up 
before  they  come  down. 

Transco  said  it  intended  to 
collect  in  a single  year  the 
£285  million,  the  MMC  recom- 
mended it  be  allowed  to  daw 


back  from  under-recovered 
income  over  the  past  few 
years. 

If  approved,  this  would 
mean  a £4  increase  in  bills  for 
domestic  customers. 

BG  finance  director  Philip 
Hampton  said  all  but  £100  m il- 
lion  of  the  money  would  have 
been  clawed  back  by  October 
this  year  and  the  entire 
amount  by  the  end  of  finan- 
cial year  1997-98. 

But  Ms  Spottiswoode  said 
she  bad  told  Transco  last  night 
it  would  not  be  allowed  to 
recover  the  money  in  one  year. 
“We’ve  made  it  clear  that  it  is 
presumptuous  of  them  to 
make  that  assumption.  There 
is  no  agreement  between  our- 
selves and  Transco  as  to  when 
they  will  be  allowed  to  recover 
that  revenue.” 


Competition  and  uncertainty  in  the  pipeline 


CELIA  WESTON on  the  tortured 
history  of  regulator  and  company 


WHEN  gas  supply 
competition  goes 
national  next  year 
the  industry  will  have  come 
almost  fall  circle  since  the 
1948  Labour  Government 
brought  together  1,000 
local  ga«  companies  to  form. 
fh»  organisation  that  be- 
came British  Gas. 

The  introduction  of  com- 
petition to  supply  gas  to  19 

miTHnn  domestic  and  com- 
mercial users  in  1998 
should,  in  theory,  .benefit 
aH  consumers  and  will  con- 
tinue to'  be  bvercoohby  the 


industry  regulator. 

But  before  the  privatised 
monopoly  was  to  face  the 
disciplines  of  competition, 
Clare  Spottiswoode,  direc- 
tor general  of  Ofgas,  put 
'pressure  on  the  various 
parts  of  British  Gas  — par- 
ticularly the  Transco- pipe- 
line business. — to  cut 
charges. 

This  has  not  been  an  easy 
taaik.  Both  Ms  Spottiswoode 
and  her  predecessor  have 
had  p stormy  relationship 

Bwiipr  -mBnayement. 

The  company,  which  was 


split  into  two  earlier  this 
year,  has  used  returns  to 
small  shareholders  intro- 
duced by  the  1986  privatisa- 
tion as  a defensive  shield 
against  regulation. 

Intemperate  language  has 
flown  back  and  forward  be- 
tween company  and  regula- 
tor for  years.  And  British 
Gas  farther  dag  itself  into 
the  mire  when  in  November 
1994  Cedric  Brown,  British 
Gas  chief  executive,  became 
synonymous  with  fat  cat  ex- 
ecutive pay  and  perks  deals 
with  his  7 5 per  cent  pay  in- 
crease. A month  late:  show- 
room staff  paid.  £18,000  a 
year  wpre  told  they  faced 
salary  cuts  and  poorer  con- 
ditions of  service. 


When  it  came  time  for  the 
five  yearly  review  of  Trans- 
co’s  prices,  relations  were 
at  a very  low  ebb. 

By  last  autumn  Ms  Spot- 
tiswoode bad  become  exas- 
perated with  the  company’s 
refusal  to  accept  the 
revised  price  control  and 
asset  revaluation  she  had 
proposed  for  Transco,  the 
monopoly  pipeline  busi- 
ness. She  was  determined 
to  force  Transco  to  be  more 
efficient  and  cot  prices,  and 
was  happy  to  have  a light. 

Her  original  plan  for  the 
five-year  price  control 
would  have  secured  a 28 
per  cent  price  out  in  the 
first  year  and  price  cuts  In 
I each  of  the  following  four 


years  of  five  percentage 
points  below  inflation.  This 
was  modified  to  a 20  per 
cent  cut  in  year  one  and 
RPI  minus  2.5  percentage 
points  in  each  of  the  next 
four  years. 

British  Gas  continued  to 
react  with  ftiry,  rejected 
the  proposals  and  triggered 
the  MMC  review. 

With  this  period  of  uncer- 
tainty now  over,  eyes  will 
focus  on  the  extension  of 
competition  nationwide 
from  next  year.  Figures 
released  by  Ofeas  yesterday 
show  that  more  than 
370,000  British  Gas  custom- 
ers have  Switched  to  other 
suppliers  since  competition 
began  in  April  last  year. 


Power 

regime 

‘needs 

radical 

jolt’ 


Simon  Beavis 
Industrial  Editor 
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National  Consumer 
Council  demanded  a 
shake-up  of  electricity 
regulation  yesterday,  arguing 
that  the  recent  spate  of  take- 
overs in  the  industry  provided 
a windfall  to  shareholders  and 
left  consumers  empty-handed. 

The  NCC  used  an  84-page 
report  to  argue  that  the 
£16  billion  binge  of  takeovers, 
which  has  left  only  one  inde- 
pendent regional  electricity 
company,  had  not  delivered 
price  cuts  for  customers. 
Shareholders  had  enjoyed  a 
156  per  cent  increase  in  divi- 
dends and  some  SZJ9  billion  In 
bonuses  from  special  divi- 
dends and  share  buy-backs. 

The  NCC  blamed  weak  reg- 
ulation and  said  restructur- 
ing of  the  industry  had  out- 
paced the  watchdog. 

NCC  director  Ruth  Evans 
said:  “Consumers  have  not 
shared  in  the  the  sparkling 
rewards  enjoyed  by  sharehold- 
ers— returns  which  are  far  in 
excess  of  those  warranted  by 
the  low-risk  nature  of  these 
electricity  businesses.” 

Price  cuts  had  been  the 
result  of  “tighter,  but  not 
tight  enough"  price  controls 
from  the  regulator  and  the 
ending  of  subsidies  to  the  mi- 
dear industry,  which  were 
levied  as  a surcharge  on  all 
electricity  bills. 

The  report,  compiled  before 
last  week's  £3.7  billion  US  bid 
for  Energy  Group,  which  in- 
cludes Eastern  Electricity, 
says  the  takeovers  make  it 
more  difficult  for  consumer 
groups  and  the  regulator  to 
the  financial  perfor- 
mance of  the  companies  since 
ll  of  the  original  12  regional 
companies  had  become  sub- 
sidiaries of  larger  groups. 

The  Electricity  Association 
riposted  that  customers  had 
received  £900  million  of  sav- 
ings since  privatisation. 


CLARE  Spottiswoode 
must  have  smiled  at 
yesterday's  verdict 
from  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission.  The 
gas  industry  regulator  was 
careftil  not  to  crow  in  public 
but  she  has  beaten  BG  deci- 
sively and  delivered  lower 
gas  prices  for  millions  of 
consumers. 

The  MMC  has  done  more 
Than  lop  £29  off  bills  this  year. 
It  has  also  clarified  arcane 
but  important  issues  sur- 
rounding the  basis  on  which 
the  regulator  values  BG  and 
assesses  its  profits.  Small  con- 
solation but  at  least  BG  will 
know  in  future  how  much  it 
is  allowed  to  make  on  its 
assets. 

Management's  reputation 
has.  however,  suffered.  The 
MMC  has  gone  further  on 
prices  than  even  Ms  Spottis- 
woode intended.  BG  can  ar- 
gue that  the  case  was  worth 
testing,  but  it  can  hardly  have 
expected  this  appeal  court  to 
raise  the  sentence.  The  MMC 
verdict  indicates  how  out  of 
touch  with  the  regulatory  cli- 
mate were  some  members  of 
BG's  upper  echelons. 

Other  utility  managers 
should  take  heed.  The 
National  Grid  was  feced  down 
by  its  regulator,  Stephen  Litt- 
lechild.  Rail  track  has  been 
roasted  by  John  Swift.  BT's 
ambitions  for  linking  schools 
to  the  Internet  were  knocked 
back  by  Don  Cruick&h&nk. 
And  lan  Byatt  plans  totake 
on  the  water  companies  "over 
water  shortages.  If  one  task 
facing  utility  managers  is  to 
manage  the  regulator,  then 
their  working  day  is  set  to  be- 
come longer  — not  least  be- 
cause the  watchdogs  dearly 
wish  to  impress  their 
Labour  masters. 

This  is  good  news  for  con- 
sumers. But  It  prompts  the 
wider  question  of  why  utility 
policy  is  focused  on  driving 
down  prices  — largely  ignor- 
ing the  need  to  encourage 
consumers  to  use  less  energy. 

BP  has  admitted  the  oil  in- 
dustry had  been  arrogant  in 
its  attitude  to  the  dangers  of 
global  warming.  Having  spent 
some  time  rubbishing  the 
best  efforts  of  scientists  the 
industry  now  concedes  that 
the  remorseless  rise  In  car- 
bon dioxide  emissions  is 
dangerous. 

BP  reckons  C02  emissions 
are  increasing  globally  by  2 
per  cent  a year  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so.  Environmen- 
talists consider  this  conserva- 
tive. But  the  very  fact  that  the 
oil  giant  is  prepared  to  go  out 
on  a limb  (joined  only  by 
Shell  and  booed  all  the  way  by 
its  US  peers)  is  an  indication 
that  the  dangers  of  unre- 
strained energy  consumption 
are  becoming  apparent. 

Apparent  to  BP,  perhaps, 
but  not  to  the  regulators.  As 
BP  Invests  In  solar  panels  the 
regulators  still  try  to  drive 
prices  down  and.  therefore, 
consumption  up. 


out  like  there  was  no 
tomorrow. 

There  has  been  nothing  to 
touch  the  May  shopping  bo- 
nanza since  the  Lawson  boom 
of  1988.  Retail  sales  were  up 
by  l.i  per  cent  on  the  month 
and  by  52  per  cent  on  the 
year.  This  is  heady  stuff,  espe- 
cially since  it  predated  the 
Halifax  and  Norwich  Union 
windfalls. 

And  consumers  arc  becom- 
ing less  price  sensitive.  In  the 
past  they  have  refused  to  buy 
when  retailers  have  pushed 
up  prices  but  this  relation- 
ship is  now  breaking  down. 
Sales  growth  In  clothing  and 
footwear  in  the  latest  three 
months  was  7.4  per  cent 
higher  than  a year  earlier,  yet 
prices  have  been  going  up. 

The  Bank  of  England  fears 
consumers  will  show  even 
less  restraint  now  that  mil- 
lions of  them  have  windfall 
flotation  profits  burning  a 
hole  in  their  pocket 
Interest  rates  have  already 
been  raised  twice  since  the 
election.  Whatever  budget 
Gordon  Brown  produces 
there  is  more  monetary  tight- 
ening to  come.  We  could  be 
about  to  see  all  that  money 
handed  out  by  the  former  mu- 
tuals clawed  back  in  higher 
mortgage  payments  and 
taxes.  In  short  make  the  most 
of  Feelgood  while  it  lasts. 
Feelbad  is  just  around  the 
comer. 


Sky  falls  in 
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Independent  Televi- 
sion Commission’s  de- 
mand that  BSkyB  should 
not  be  a shareholder  in  the 
BDB  consortium  bidding  for 
digital  terrestrial  broadcast- 
ing rights  is  a shot  across  the 
bows  of  some  of  the  more  am- 
bitious media  players. 

It  bints  that  the  ITC  might 
be  a fraction  less  enthusiastic 
than  Granada's  Gerry  Robin- 
son about  the  idea  that  all  the 
ITV  companies  should  soon 
be  owned  by  one  group. 

And  it  re-ignites  BSkyB's 
vulnerability  as  a potential 
political  target,  not  least  for 
an  ITC  which  wants  to  dem- 
onstrate hard-nosed  regula- 
tory credentials  to  its  new 
government  bosses. 

The  dramatic  fall  in 
BSkyB’s  share  price  probably 
overestimates  the  earnings 
impact  of  the  ire’s  decision. 
But  it  underlines  nervousness 
which  could  intensify  without 
Sam  Chisholm  in  the  driving 
seat  It  might  even  revive 
speculation  that  the  govern- 
ment will  attempt  to  raid 
BSkyB's  coffers  to  daw  back 
some  of  the  franchise  fees  it 
will  lose  in  next  year's  ITV 
licence  negotiation.  Particu- 
larly as  Lord  Hollick,  the  boss 
of  United  News,  which  owns 
Anglia  and  Meridian,  and  an 
advocate  of  the  level  playing 
field,  is  now  an  official 
emment  adviser. 
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Doors  bolted  at 
the  Nationwide 
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Double  trouble  is  brewing  for  Bass 


Monopoly 
veto  and 
defection 
of  chief  in : 


Ian  King 


i ASS,  the  brewing 
and  leisure  group,  is 
expected  to  be  fold 
early  next  week  that 
the  Government  has  blocked 
its  planned  £2DS  mfllion  take- 
over of  rival  brewer  Carls; 
berg-Tetley.  ... 

Company  insiders  say  that 
a second  setback  is  in  pros- 
pect because  Iain  Napier, 
rVnrf  executive  of  Bass  Brew- 
ers, is  about  to  leave  to  take 
up  a new  post  with  Rank 

^Bass  announced  plans  last 
August  to  Imy.Mvgpo-- 
xnecq's  SOper  cent  stakejn 
^WberghTettey . in  a deal 


which  would  make  it  Brit- 
ain’s biggest  brewer.  But  in 
December  the  deal  was 
referred  to  the  Offce  of  Fair 
Trading  by  the  then  trade  sec- 
retary, lan  Lang. 

Since- the  election,  specula- 
tion has  mounted  that  Marga- 
te Beckett.  Mr  Lang’s  succes- 
sor; will  afflmr  block  the.  deal 
altogether  or  impose  tough 


conditions  which  would  not 
make  it  worthwhile  for  Bass. 

One  Industry  insider  last 
described  morale  at 
Bass  Brewers  as  “extremely 
low”,  while  Sir  lan  Prosser, 
BaSS’B  chairman,  was  said  to 
be.  "furious”  at  the  way  the 
Department  of  Trade  and  .In- 
dustry has  forced  Bass  to  wait 
for  its  decision. 


As  wdl  as  pointing  to  the 
feet  that  the  deal  would  give 
Bass  a 35  per  cent  share  of  the 
brewing  market  against  Scot- 
tish Courage’s  31  per  cent  and 
Whitbread’s  14  per  cent,  Mrs 
Beckett  is  expected  to  raise 
the  issue  of  job  losses. 

Many  of  the  jobs  at  risk 
would  be  at  Carlsberg-Tetley 
breweries  in  Labour’s  heart- 
lands of  Yorkshire,  Scotland 
and  the  Midlands,  where  the 
company  had  operations  In 
Burton  upon  Trent  and 
Northampton. 

Another  objection  raised  by 
the  MMC  is  that  In  many  of 
these  areas  Bass  could  control 
the  supply  of  beer  to.  about 
70  per  cent  of  all  pubs. 

But,  during  negotiations 


with  the  Monopolies  Commis- 
sion. Bass  is  understood  to 
have  argued  that,  while  2,000 
jobs  could  go  if  the  deal  is 
clinched,  almost  twice  that 
number  might  be  lost  if  it  is 
not. 

Bass  is  also  thought  to 
have  balked  at  conditions  the 
MMC  wanted  to  impose, 
which  are  believed  to  include 
the  disposal  of  some  1,400 
pubs. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  deal, 
Bass  has  the  right  to  walk 
away,  selling  Carlsberg-Tet- 
ley back  to  Carlsberg  and 
ADied-Domecq. 

Neither  Bass  nor  the  DTI 
would  comment  last  night 

Nor  would  Bass  or  Rank 
comment  on  suggestions  that 


Mr  Napier  is  about  to  move  to 
Rank  as  head  of  its  leisure 
division. 

Mr  Napier,  who  joined  Bass 
in  1989  as  marketing  director 
of  Bass  Taverns  before  be- 
coming chief  executive  of 
Bass  Leisure,  would  be  join- 
ing at  a time  when  Rank, 
which  has  £i  billion  to  spend 
after  selling  its  remaining 
stake  In  Rank  Xerox,  is  look- 
ing to  strengthen  Its  leisure 
operations. 

Shares  of  First  Leisure  — 
the  bingo,  disco  and  bowling 
operator  headed  by  former 
Channel  4 boss  Michael 
Grade  — have  moved  sharply 
ahead  on  speculation  that 
Rank  Is  preparing  a takeover 
bid. 


I RIT AIN’S  biggest  bund- 
ling society,  the  Nation- 
’wlde,  yesterday  bolted 
its  doors  against  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  carpetbaggers, 
who  are  besieging  branches 
in  search  of  the  next  free 
share  windfall 
The  Nationwide  stopped 
opening  all  new  accounts 
after  "ugly  scenes"  in 
branches  throughout  the 
country.  Up  to  25,000  people- 
have  been  queuing  daily  to 
open  accounts. 

The  decision  to  lock  out 
speculators  was  taken  after  a 
board  meeting  In  Swindon 
yesterday  afternoon,  when  ex- 
ecutives decided  that  the 
doors  would  remain  dosed  to 
new  customers  until  after  the 


society's  board  elections  next 
month. 

Speculation  that  the  society 
may  be  forced  to  follow  the 
Hallfhx.  Woolwich  and  Alii- 
ance  & Leicester  on  to  the 
stock  market  was  triggered 
when  five  rebel  members  an- 
nounced they  planned  to  chal- 
lenge the  board  elections,  to 
release  windfalls  for 
customers. 

Led  by  Michael  Hardem,  a 
freelance  butler,  the  rebels 
claim  that  members  could 
receive  typical  payouts  of 
around  £2,000  if  the  society 
becomes  a bank. 

The  Nationwide  has 
staunchly  defended  its  deci- 
sion to  remain  a building 
society.  It  has  undercut  its 
converted  competitors  on 
mortgage  rates  and  paid  bet- 
ter returns  to  savers. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  2.12 
Austria  19.35 
Belgium  58,73 
Canada  2J21 
Cyprus  0,815 
Denmark  1054 
Finland  B.29 


Prance  9.2S 
Germany  2.74  . 
Greece  438.75 
Hong  Kong  1233 
India  68.63 
Ireland  IAS 
Israel  5.58 


Italy  2.712 
Malta  0.614 
Netherlands  a 08 
New  Zealand  2306 
Norway  11.52 
Portugal  277.00 
Saudi  Arabia  SIM 


SappKotf  ey  NafWaw  imxchnUng  frxSan  rapaa  MO  torwM  xhmteit. 


Singapore  12B 
5ouiii  Africa  7.18 
Spain  230.75 
Sweden  12.38 
SwfBWtBMf2J99 
Turkey  231,940 
USA  1 JO 
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Cricket 


Now  lift  us 
at  Lord’s, 
exhorts 
Atherton 


Mike  Selvey  takes  soundings  on  the  eve 
of  the  second  Test  against  Australia 


IKE  ATHERTON, 
about  to  captain 
England  In  a land- 
mark game  for 
him,  yesterday  invited,  the 
Lord's  crowd  to  loosen  its 
stays  and  get  behind  the  team 
for  the  second  Test  today. 

He.  more  than  most,  knows 
what  a catalytic  effect  the 
tidal  wave  of  crowd  support 
had  on  the  team  at  Edgbaston. 
‘'When  we  went  In  to  bat  on 
the  fourth  evening,”  he  said 
in  the  haze  of  the  morning 
after,  “it  was  always  our  in- 
tention to  be  positive  in  chas- 
ing a low  target  But  not  to 
score  at  five  an  over.  The 
adrenalin  from  the  crowd  was 
so  strong  that  I found  myself 
playing  shots  1 never  knew  I 
had.  It  was  exhilarating." 

Yesterday  Atherton  said: 
“I’d  like  to  hear  good  vocal 
support  in  this  match.  Not 
booing  the  opposition,  we 
don’t  want  that  but  noise  Is 
good.  It  lifts  the  guys." 

Unfortunately  he  might  as 
well  ask  Mother  Teresa  to 
stand  up  in  a karaoke  bar  and 
sing  New  York,  New  York.  It’s 
not  the  done  thing  at  Lord's. 
This  Test  like  those  other 


Atherton  might  as 
well  ask  Mother 
Teresa  to  stand  up 
In  a karaoke  bar  and 
sing  New  York,  New 
York.  Noise  is  not  the 
done  thing  at  Lord’s 


June  distractions  at  Wimble- 
don and  Ascot  is  a social  oc- 
casion where  the  game  be- 
comes almost  incidental  The 
crowd  purrs,  applause  ripples 
gently  round  the  ground  — 
and  England  struggle. 

Only  once  this  century,  we 
are  constantly  reminded, 
have  England  beaten  Austra- 
lia on  this  ground.  That  was 
63  years  ago.  and  the  full  pic- 
ture Is  even  worse.  In  the  past 
10  years  England*  have  lost 
eight  times  at  Lord’s.  They 
were  saved  only  by  the 
weather  against  New  Zealand 
and  West  indies  and  have 
won  only  four  times,  includ- 
ing twice  against  Sri  Lanka  in 
formative  years.  Only  Hea- 
dingley,  with  six  defeats 
against  three  wins  and  two 
draws,  is  a more  inhibiting 
ground  for  them. 

Put  another  way.  England 
have  lost  25  per  cent  more 
games  at  these  two  grounds 
than  on  the  other  four 
grounds  combined  over  the 
same  period. 

There  may  be  perfectly 
rational  explanations  for  this. 
Lord’s,  for  example,  comes  at 
that  stage  when  some  wrin- 
kles have  been  ironed  out  of  a 
tour,  and  the  Australians 
tend  to  play  better  at  Head- 
quarters in  any  case.  The 
Oval  on  tbe  other  hand.  Is  the 
final  Test  of  the  summer  and 
may  catch  tourists  with  little 
to  play  Tor  whereas  there  are 
generally  England  tour  places 
up  for  grabs. 

There  is  little  doubt  though. 


that  the  very  nature  of 
Thomas  Lord's  acres  of  St 
John’s  Wood  provides  inspi- 
ration for  visiting  teams  over 
and  above  that  for  England 
players.  Atherton  admits  as 
much. 

“The  Australians  play  here 
once  every  four  years.”  he 
said,  “and  some  of  them  may 
not  get  another  chance.  They 
will  be  putting  something 
extra  in  because  it  is  Lord’s.” 

Take  Paul  Reiffel  for  exam- 
ple. Hie  has  not  played  a Test 
here  and  until  10  days  ago  he 
was  languishing  back  home. 
Imagine  the  sense  of  destiny 
he  must  now  be  feeling. 

All  this  begs  the  question  of 
why  English  administrators 
continue  to  give  succour  to 
the  opposition  by  offering 
then,  extra  impetus  at  this 
early  stage  of  a Test  series.  In 
the  interests  of  England  teams 
who  are  usually  out  of  the 
blocks  with  the  speed  of  a Tre- 
vor rather  than  a Donovan 
Bailey,  Lord’s  should  surely 
swap  Tests  with  The  OvaL 

This  obvious  ploy  does  not 
cut  much  ice  with  the  MCC 
secretary  Roger  Knight  who 
says  that  the  idea  has  never 
been  put  to  him,  not  even  by 
the  new,  thrusting  English 
Cricket  Board.  “Perhaps  we 
pay  too  much  attention  to  pre- 
cedent but  I think  it  would  be 
very  sad  if  that  happened,”  he 
said.  “It  is  an  occasion  and  I'm 
sure  people  wish  it  to  remain 
so.  We  surely  wouldn't  move 
Wimbledon  fortnight  even  if  it 
was  shown  that  it  might  en- 
hance someone's  chances  of 
winning  there.” 

So  for  now  It  is  up  to  Eng- 
land to  raise  their  game  and 
draw  the  same  inspiration 
from  playing  at  Lord's  that 
the  Australians  wDL  They  do 
have  the  advantage  of  being 
one  up  on  Australia  for  the 
first  time  since  1985.  which  it- 
self will  help  to  offset  any  his- 
torical doubts. 

‘Tve  stressed  to  the  team 
that  the  Aussies  will  be  up- 
ping their  game  a notch  or 
two  and  that  well  have  to  do 
the  same,”  Atherton  said. 

But  there  Is  still  pressure 
on  Australia  and  their  cap- 
tain Mark  Taylor  in  particu- 
lar, who  must  show  that  his 
Edgbaston  century  was  a true 
return  to  form  rather  than  a 
throwback  like  Mike  Gat- 
ting's  emotional  hundred  In 
Adelaide  three  years  ago. 
Shane  Wame  must  show  that 
his  wearing  shoulder  can  per- 
form, and  Michael  Bevan 
must  show  that  his  batting 
warrants  a Test  place  even  if 
his  bowling  does  not. 

The  pitch  — one  of  Mick 
Hunt’s  relaid  ones  — prom- 
ises to  be  unyielding  despite 
signs  of  cracking,  but  the 
weathermen  are  forecasting 
serious  disruption  from  show- 
ers. so  Phil  TufoeQ.  will  proba- 
bly be  sidelined  again.  With 
the  prospect  of  a full  match 
that  might  not  have  been  the 
case. 

The  one  Australia  change 
from  Edgbaston  is  enforced 
by  the  injury  to  Jason  Gilles- 
pie, which  gives  Reiffel  the 
chance  to  fulfil  his  Lord’s  am- 
bition. The  outcome  is  likely 
to  be  a draw,  but  for  Australia 
it  remains  an  occasion  to 
savour.  For  England  it  is  time 
to  lay  a ghost. 


In  this 

Ashes  series 

every  baW 

will  be  bowVe^ 

on  line. 


Don't  leave  your  desk.  Together,  I I 
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however  fast  the  wickets  are  falling.  Ashes  97  takes 
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Solo  performer . . . Lewis  drives  off  the  back  foot  on  his  way  to  129  not  out  as  Durham  struggle  against  Kent  at  Darlington  photograph:  will  walks) 

Lewis  keeps  rampant  Kent  on  hold  while  Barnett  must  pay  for  his  Derby  outburst 


JON  LEWIS  saved  the 
County  Championship's 
perennial  stragglers  from 
another  embarrassment 
yesterday  when  the  Dur- 
ham opener  scored  129  not 
out  against  in  a total 
of  215  for  seven  at 
Darlington. 

The  Championship  lead- 
ers' rapid  progress  through 


the  Durham  order  — 8,  7, 0, 
0, 9, 26, 6 told  the  sorry  tale 
— was  finally  checked  by 
an  unbroken  stand  of  88  be- 
tween Lewis  and  James 
Boiling  after  they  came 
together  at  127  for  seven. 

Derbyshire's  troubles  con- 
tinued on  tbe  field  as  well  as 
off  it-  Their  former  captain 
Kim  Barnett  has  been  fined 


£500  by  the  comity  for  com- 
ments he  made  after  last 
week’s  resignation  of  Dean 
Janes.  And  in  the  game 
against  Sussex  at  Derby 
they  finished  cm  three  for 
two  after  Sussex  declared  on 
200  for  nine. 

Matthew  Hayden,  over- 
looked by  Australia’s  selec- 
tors. scored  his  fourth  cen- 


tury In  as  many  matches  as 
Hampshire  piled  up  335  for 
four  against  Northampton- 
shire at  Northampton.  His 
150  took  his  first-class  total 
to  899,  keeping  him  the 
strong  favourite  to  be  first 
to  reach  1.000  runs. 

Jason  Ratcliffe  scored 
135  as  Surrey  rattled  up  an 
impressive  382  for  seven  in 


99.1  overs  against  Worces- 
tershire at  New  Road,  and 
Yorkshire’s  skipper  David 
Byas  scored  his  third  first- 
class  100  of  the  season  as 
Yorkshire  built  a com- 
manding first-innings  total 
of  364  against  Nottingham- 
shire at  Trent  Bridge.  Notts 
were  five  for  no  wicket  at 
the  dose. 


County  Championship:  Gloucestershire  v Middlesex 

Ramprakash  pitches  in 
but  Blind  still  gets  call 


David  Foot  at  Bristol 


IDDLESEX  have  not 
always  enjoyed  their 
visits  to  Gloucester- 
shire. Once  in  the  Twenties, 
when  bowled  out  here  for  74, 
Gubby  Allen  was  so  incensed 
that  he  headed  a queue  of 
people  protesting  over  the 
state  of  the  wicket  who 
knocked  on  the  dub  secre- 
tary’s door.  Wisely  he  had 
locked  himself  in. 

And  half  a century  ago  at 
Cheltenham,  big.  saturnine 
Tom.  Goddard  nearly  rammed 
through  the  Middlesex  in- 
nings twice  on  his  own. 

Yesterday  Middlesex  may 
have  smelled  an  atmospheric 
snare  if  not  quite  a rat  after 
being  put  in.  Paul  Weekes  and 
Jacques  Kali  is  had  gone  by 
the  third  over.  Mike  Gatting 
and  Jason  Pooley  by  the 
ninth.  They  were  47  for  five. 


There  was  an  air  of  conster- 
nation with  prolonged  retro- 
spective looks  at  the  greenish 
wicket.  Gatting,  who  had  sur- 
vived a hard  chance  to  gully 
off  his  first  bafi,  went  soon 
after  to  a delivery  from  Mike 
Smith  that  stayed  cruelly  low. 
Then  Keith  Brown  needed  at- 
tention for  a finger  injury. 

Such  capricious  charactris- 
tics,  far  removed  from  Nevil 
Road's  blander  tendencies  of 
recent  years,  were  forgotten 
as  the  pitch  eased,  and  Mark 
Ramprakash  mocked  earlier 
vagaries  with  one  of  those 
composed  Innings  where 
technique  superseded  any 
suggestion  of  a minefield. 

Yet,  after  hitting  13  fours 
and  a six,  he  was  left  to  con- 
template a renewed  strand  of 
contrariness  as  Mark  Al- 
leyne's  ball  stayed  low  to  pin 
him  leg-before  for  75. 

There  was  valuable  batting 
to  follow  as  Middlesex  con- 


structed a reasonable  total  of 
237.  Keith  Dutch's  career-best 
79  was  sound  and  discerning, 
most  of  his  11  boundaries 
confidently  struck  or  steered. 

Gloucestershire  would  have 
wished  for  a more  lethal 
touch  after  that  Smith  stm 
finished  with  five  for  23  from 
fewer  than  18  overs  and  has 
now  taken  41  first-class  wick- 
ets this  season. 

They  fared  badly  in  reply. 
Nick  Trainor  disappeared  to 
Richard  Johnson’s  first  ball; 
Rob  Cunlifie  went  unwisely 
in  search  of  a wide  ball; 
Shaun  Young  was  well  taken 
at  slip;  and  Monte  Lynch 
retired,  having  been  hit  by 
Johnson  on  the  fingers  and 
Angus  Fraser  on  the  visor. 
Gloucestershire  closed  on  57 
for  three,  Wright  doggedly 
rooted . . . but  by  then  the  in- 
spector  of  pitches  Harry 
Brind  had  already  been  sum- 
moned by  the  umpires. 


Lancashire  v Glamorgan 

James  calm  in  the 
nervous  nineties 


Andy  Wilson  at  Liverpool 


STEVE  JAMES  did  not 
look  like  a man  ma- 
rooned In  the  nervous 
nineties  as  he  sipped  his  tea 
and  glanced  out  at  foe  persis- 
tent drizzle-  Mind  you,  that 
was  hardly  surprising:  he  has 
already  hit  two  Championship 
centuries  in  a remarkably 
consistent  start  to  the  season, 
and  had  just  moved  from  83  to 
99  with  four  boundaries  in  an 
over  from  Ian  Austin. 

James  scored  568  runs  in 
his  first  seven  innings  this 
season  before  sharing  folly  in 
Glamorgan’s  humiliation  by 
Middlesex,  last  week,  adding 
only  five  to  his  tally  in  two 
attempts.  But  the  Welshmen 
eased  fears  that  foe  dreaded 
31  would  leave  a lasting  scar 
when  they  took  revenge  of  a 
sort  on  Middlesex  in  the  Sun- 
day league,  and  were  on  the 


Scoreboard 


BrftaumlQ  Asnnnce 
County  Championship 

(First  aey,  today:  11.0} 


Darbyi  Derbyshire  Iran  Sussex  by 
197  runs  with  eight  ilret-lnnlngB  wfcfcata 
standing. 


N J Len ham  Ibw  b Dean  . 
RKRao  Ibw  b Karris 


14 

19 

39 

12 

• 

O 

3 

42 


Total  (for  9 dec.  loas  overs) 200 

MerwtoMKl5.59.90.82. 128. 13ft 
162. 167. 191. 

DcTrettaa  26-5-63-3;  Harris 
25-6-40-2;  Aid  red  15S-9-10-1;  Dean 
2S-1 1-48-2;  Cl  arte  10-4-10-1. 


NR  Taylor  cTVrestobAUred 

C W J Alhey  c Adams  b DeFrettaa 

K Newell  c Krikten  b Clartte 

M Newell  cClaite  b DeFreftOE 

'tf>  Moores  cDeFreteab  Harris 

V C Orates  c Harris  Cj  Deft  alas 

AAKhanbDsan ... 

M A RoMrson  not  out 

R J KtrtJey  rxx  out — - 

Extras  (bS,  1019,  w2.  nb12J 


A 8 Rodins  c & b Orates 

T A Tweets  r 


K J Dean  Ibw  b Klrtley 
Extras  (ntsZ) — 


Total  (tor  2, 3.4  overs) » 

MofwUntnO.3. 

To  tec  K J Barnett,  C J Adams.  J E Owen. 
V P Clarko.  IK  M KrRken.  T»  A J OeFret- 
tas.PAldred.  A J Harris. 

Drakes  2-2-0-1;  Mrtey 
1.4-1-0-1. 

A Clarkson  and  T 6 .tasty. 


DURHAM  vKBTT 

■ Durham  (IpO  hove  scored  215 
tor  seven  in  ineir  oral  Innings  against  Kern 
P) 


J J B Lewis  not  out 


P D Coiilngwooa  c Uong  6 Pffllllpe  ...  8 

J E Morris  c Fulton  b Strang T 

N J Speak  b Strang O 

J C Boon  c uons  bMcCague O 

tM  P Speight  c Strong  b Headley * 

M J Foster  c Welle  b Fleming 20 

MM  Bettses  b Reining  8 

J Bolling  not  out 24 

Extra*  (b*.  ib2)_. • 

Total  (tor  7. 100  overs) si  8 

M at  erickst*  32. 6T.  S7, 56. 78. 116, 

127. 

T*  P**  3 J E Brown,  a Waiter. 

Bcedbigi  MeCague  16-2SJ1-1 : Hesdtey 
19-6-48-1:  Fleming  19-4-47-2;  Phillips 
1 8-6-37-1 : Strang  30-8-46-3 
KMTk  D P Pulton.  M J Walter.  T R Ward. 

A P Wells.  N J Lfang.  m v Fleming,  p a 
Strang,  Bj  Phillips, -f$  a Marah.  DW 
Headley,  M J MeCague. 

Umpires  A WMteheM  and  B Loed better. 


• For  in  depth  Mur  coverage,  bali-byball 
scores  and  the  moat  comprehensive 
Asms  archive  on  Die  Internet  wait  The 
Guard  I an -Wisden  Ashes  97  watette  at 
hnpJ7wwwaahea.cD.uk 


Uwevpeofc  Glamorgan  [Opts]  are  173  for 
one  in  their  first  Innings  against  ' 

(01- 


SP  James  not  out ®o 

H Morris  e Hegg  0 Austin 24 

A Data  not  out 24 

Extras  (bB.  I b6.  w?) 14 


Total  (for  1. 502  overs). 

‘ ~ i82. 


.172 


To  beta  M P Maynard.  P A Cottsy.  G P 
Butewr.  A D Shew.  Waqar  Younte.  B D 
Thomas.  D A Cosker.  S L YfetMn. 
fiimhp  Marlin  14-3-32-0;  Chappie 
11-2-2-24-0  Austin  16-7-0-1;  Kaedy 
5-1-28-0;  CWtton  4-0-33-0  Yates 
1-0-8-a 

uutCASHtREs  N T Wood.  3 P Tnchard.  *N 
H FantrWher.  G D Lloyd.  M CMton.  fW  K 
Hogg.  I D Autfn.  CYttsa.a  Chappie.  P i 
Martel.  3 Keedy. 

J H Hampshire  and  A A Jones. 


Hampshire  (3pts)  have 
scored  335  tar  tour  In  ihalr  first  Innings 
against  Norm  ampin  nature  (1). 


J S Laney  Ibw  b Boswell 

ML  Hayden  cBailayb  Taylor 

KD  James  b Taylor 

R A Snath  not  out . 


W 3 Kendall  ibw  b Taylor  — - 

*JP  Stephenson  not  out  

Extras  (08,  0)4,  W10.  nbB) 

Total  (lor  A.  KM  overs) 


.338 


5.  194.  273.  273. 

To  bat)  S M Mllburn.  fA  N Aynas.  S D 
UdaL  JNB  Bovfll,  S J Rensftaw, 

■eeitegi  Taylor  23-8-90-3;  Boswefi 
180-80-1:  Hughes  18-3-64-0;  Curran 
16-7-40-0:  Snap*  21-6-44-0;  Bailey 
6-0-13-0:  Walton  4-0-Z3-0. 
HOHTHAMPTOWiaMSLoyB.RJ 
Warren.  *R  J Bailey.  K M Curran.  T C WaL 
toR,  D J G Solos,  fD  Ripley  .J  N Snaps,  J P 
Taylor.  S A J BoswelL  J G Hughes. 

b Dutfieston  and  N T pins. 

1 V SURREY 

Surrey  (4ots)  neve  scored  382 
tor  seven  In  toetr  first  Innings  against 
Worcestershire  (3). 

SlMfiST 


J D Rslrfilfe  c Leather  date  b Star  lyur  130 

G-JKanftfscHckbLamptQ — « 

N ShahKJ  c Hick  b Lamps 10 

8 C Homoako  c Leather  dale 

DSttartyor 10 

A D Brawn  c He*  b Stmtyar  121 

*A  JHoWoate  Ibw  b Haynes 24 

T J A KnoB  not  out  „ IT 

l D K Salisbury  e Spiring  b Chapman  B 

MPBlcknailnttoui a 

Extras  (06. 1D7.nD10)._ 22 

Total  (ter  7. 90.1  overs}.. 


El.  1QE,  12S.304.347. 

353.385. 

To  bat:  A J Tudor.  Seqialn  Mushtaq 
Huerih»B=  Sheri yar  20-1-97-0;  Chapman 
14-5-64-1;  Haynes  £4-10-46-1.  Lam  pm 
19-5-70-2;  Lsatoentale  19.1-4-74-0.  Hh* 
3-0-30-0. 

WORCEBmSHMi  W P C Weston.  T S 
Curds.  G A Hta*.  K R Spaing,  V S SManki. 
GR  Haynes.  DA  LeetheroaJe. *fSJ 
Rhodes.  S H Lempld,  ASber tyar.RJ 

Chapman 

Unw*— i J □ Bond  and  R A White. 


OtoucastereMre  (4ps)  trail  Mid- 
dlesex (2)  by  180  runs  with  seven  firet- 
Innings  wickets  standing. 


PNWeetes  ibw  b Lewis 7 

J H Kaills  tow  b Smith 0 

*MR  Ramprakash  Ibw  bAlteyne 70 

MWQautngb  Smith 0 


J C Poolay  c Russefl  b Stnftli 
tK  R Brown  c Mleyno  b Young 
KP  Dutch  b Smite. 


0 

3 


R L Johnson  c A b AJlavoe  — 
JPHewiBC  Russell  b Smite  - 

ARC  Fraser  run  out 

T Bloomfield  not  out  

Extras  {bS,  KM.  nb4) 

Total  (7U  overs) ., 


O 

10 


7.7.27.27.47,  133.  157. 

233.237. 

Bovriteg.  Smite  17.8-8-23-6;  Lewis 
18-0-79-1;  Alleyns  18-7-37-2:  Yeung 
13-1-40-1:  Hancock  0-2-30-0;  Ball 

5-1-14-a 


A J WHght  not  out 

N J Trainor  c Brown  b Johnson 

R J CunBfte  c Brawn  b Fraser 

M A Lynch  retd  hwi 


S Young  c wastes  fa  Fraser  .. 

J Lewis  not  out 

Extras  Cbl.lb6.w8i 


Total  (tors.  25 


o 

o 

14 


07 

25.39.55. 

To  baa  *MW  Allay na.tRCRussatt.THC 
Hancock.  M C J Ball. A M Smite. 

Bowflov  Fraser  10-3-18-2;  Howttt 
8- l-IHk  Jomson  7-3-13-1;  Bloomfield 
2-1- W). 

RjuflanandPWHIey. 


Trent  Bridge)  Naf&nghainshlra  (4ps)  trail 
Yorkshire'  (4)  by  369  runs  with  U Itret- 
I rulings  wteteta  standing. 


_ BO 

...  s 

...128 

...  68 

_ 4 

_ 10 

- 40 
4 

_ S 
18 

- 1 
20 


M D Moran  Ibw  b Evans  , 

RA  KUtaboraugh  Ibw  b Evans  — 

*DByaa  c Johnson  a Asde  

D 8 Lehmann  b Bowen  

B Parker  Ibw  b Archer 

C Whits  cPSliardb  Evans  — 

tfi  J Biaksy  not  out 


A G Morris  c Dowman  b Evens 

P J Hartley  c Johnson  b Bowen 

C E W Silveiwood  c Noon  fa  Evans 

RD  Stamp  c Pollard  b Evan* 

Extras  (M,  IB6,  w6.  l*4| 


Total  (1003  overs) 384 

Fai  o<  nlHate r 4. 107. 242. 251.  Z00. 290. 
300,317,380. 

BweBnip  PUk  IB-3-53-0;  Srana 
34.3-2-91-6;  Bowen  23-5-84-?.  Asde 
20-6-58-1:  Cowman  3-0-15-0:  Atzaal 

6-0-31-O;  Archer  7-0-24-1. 

NOTTTHCHAMSMKm 


M N Bowrn  not  out B 

R TRobl  neon  not  out ' o 

Extras — o 

Total  (tor  0.  J overe)  0 

TebaBPRPonard,  MPOowmaaNJAs- 
Be,  *P  Johnson.  U Afzasi,  G F Archer,  fW 
U Naan.  K P Evans,  R A Pick. 

Silverwood  1 -0-5-0. 

J W Holder  and  ft  Palmer. 


tafix  » LateBeteMMra  japts)  have  scored 
337  tor  three  to  tftelr  first  Iruungs  against 
Somerset  (1). 


VJ  Wells  ibw  bMusntaq ...  70 

D L Maddy  c Rose  b Kerr 38 

I J Suttttne  c Latewell  b SMne 112 

*JJ  Whitaker  notout ... 70 

o 

10 


NC  Johnson  not  out  _ 
Extra*  flb5.  w2.  nOlZI . 


Total  Itor  3. 100  overe)  337 

MWvrtetats  133. 143.335 
To  bate  G I MacMHIan.  tP  A Nixon.  A R K 
Pierson.  A D MuUaDy.  J Ormond,  O J 
Ml  Una. 

■■dbp  shine  17.4  4 88-1:  van  Trooat 
B-P-T-60-8,  Rose  17-0-66-0;  Mushtaq 
154-8-32-1;  Karr  18-3-67-1;  Parsons 
14-4-33-0;  Bowler  83-4-18-0. 
BOMMUfe  u n LateweB.  *P  D Bowler.  P 
C L Hotk>way.  R J Harden.  K A Parsons, 
tR  J Turner.  G D Rose.  J I D Karr.  Mustv 
taq  Ahmed,  A P van  Tnoost  K J Shine. 
Umpire wJ  Batooratane  and  Q Burgess 

Second  XI  ChamplonsMp 

(First  day.  today:  110) 

Cantefamyc  DertJysWre  201  (M  j Vandrau 
66no).  Kent  47-1.  MncHay:  Liteasteruvra 
214  (Mason  B7/ID.  Stevens  50).  Surrey 
38-1.  H—taiui  WarwktesMre  230  (W  G 
Khan  77.  M O Edmond  55;  Strang  4-38). 
SfM  »-l.  —dMathrotute  Yorkshire 
235  (Z  C Moms  57;  Wylie  4-29).  Worces- 
terehtre  47-2.  Mtrirn.tnm  Motthampterv 
■hire  335-6  (A  l Panberthy  89,  R R Mont' 
gomerie  86.  K J Innas  72no.  A J Swann  51) 
v Lancashire  Swansea:  Glamorgan  170.7 
(I  Thomas  43.  J Derrick  33no.  Sheeraz 
440)  « Gloucasterahire.  Taontore  Dur- 

SfZliS-8  ^<2  G c UB«t»ood  134H0. 
D Blenldran  501.  Somerset  43-1. 

Minor  Comttas 
Cbiuuplonshlp 

fTodajr.  itjj) 


way  to  establishing  a com- 
manding position  against 
struggling  Lancashire  at  173 
for  one  when  foe  rain  set  in, 
less  than  an  hour  after  lunch. 

The  gradual  disappearance 
of  Mod  Fammau  and  the  rest 
of  foe  Welsh  hills  across  foe 
Mersey  and  foe  Wirral  has  be- 
come as  familiar  a part  of  this 
fixture  as  foe  lack  of  fheilites 
in  foe  grand  old  Aigburfo  pa- 
vilion. There  have  been  six 
draws,  all  rain-affected,  since 
Lancashire  beat  Hampshire 
in  a three<lay  match  In  1988. 

The  pitch  is  slow  and  low, 
as  usual,  although  there  was 
some  movement  for  Peter 
Martin  and  Glen  Chappie 
from  foe  Mersey  End.  But  it 
was  Austin  who  broke  an 
opening  stand  of  62  when  he 
had  Hugh  Morris  caught  be- 
hind down  the  leg  side. 

James  then  added  ill  with 
Adrian  Dale,  although  he  ad- 
mitted to  riding  his  fortune. 
Just  before  lunch  he  edged  an 
outswinger  from  Mark  Chil- 
ton, a.  20-year-old  batsman 
from  Manchester  Grammar 
School  called  from  Durham 
University  to  make  his  Lanca- 
shire debut  between  wicket- 
keeper and  slip.  Shortly  after 
the  interval  he  hooked  Austin 
uppishly  but  just  short  of 
Chilton  at  deep  square. 

Lancashire  are  without  five 
internationals,  including  Wa- 
slm  Akram,  unable  even  to 
bat  because  of  his  shoulder 
Injury  and  therefore  denied  a 
head-to-head  with  Waqar. 
James  did  not  share  the  dis- 
appointment of  a sparse 
Scouse  crowd.  “It  was  good  to 
turn  up  and  see  Was  ins-  in  his 
civvies,"  he  said- 
• The  West  Indies  team  man- 
agement yesterday  fined 
Brian  Lara  50  per  cent  of  his 
match  fee  for  arriving  late  for 
last  week’s  first  Test  against 
Sri  Lanka  in  Antigua. 


fafls 

over 

festival 

Paul  Weaver  on 
the  struggle  to 
keep  Bath  afloat 


s 


There  is  a sublimity 
about  cricket  at  Bath, 
particularly  when  the 
sun  shims  and  leads  a patina 
of  gold  to  the  famous  yellow 
stone,  and  when  the  marquees 
rustle  with  gentle  laughter 
and  beery  bonhomie  beneath 
the  surrounding  hills  and 
steeples  and  church  towers. 
Few  grounds  in  the  world  can 
match  it  on  such  as  these 
and  it  makes  the  heart  sing. 

This  is  the  centenary  year  of 
foe  Bath  Cricket  Festival.  It  is 
a time  for  celebration.  But  a 
sense  of  impermanence,  even 
impending  doom,  brings  a 
dork-edged  poignancy  to  foe 
celebrations.  Somerset,  alter 
all,  once  played  county  cricket 
at  Bristol.  Yeovil.  Torquay, 
Glastonbury  and.  until  last 
year.  Weston-super-Mare. 

But  a decrease  In  the  num- 
ber of  fixtures,  an  increase  in 
treasurers*  pragmatism  and  a 
growing  mood  of  centralisa- 
tion has  brought  the  curtain 
down  on  a number  of  wist- 
folly-recalled  festival  grounds. 

Behind  foe  essential  tran- 
sience of  Bath’s  Porta teab ins 
ami  portaloos  lurks  the  som- 
bre notion  that  all  may  be  lost 
here  before  many  more 
summers  have  passed.  The 
gloomy  saw  symbolism  in  the 
April  fire  which  destroyed  the 
ground's  old  scoreboard  and 
damaged  the  listed  wooden 
pavilion. 

These  matters,  and  not 
merely  foe  cricket.  In  which 
Leicestershire's  batsmen  pros- 
pered against  wayward  bowl- 
ing on  a traditionally  slow 
pitch,  yesterday  cluttered  foe 
mind  of  Peter  Yeman,  chair- 
man of  the  county's  Bath  and 
Wiltshire  Area  Committee. 

“We cant  goon  ns  we  are  at 
foe  moment,”  he  said  with  a 
weary  shrug.  “It  costs  £50,000 
to  put  this  on  each  year  and  if 
everything  goes  well  we  just 
about  break  even.  Festival 
food  and  seating  is  more  com- 
plicated and  expensive  these 
days,  with  health  and  safety 
regulations.  If  it  rains  an  Sun- 
day. our  biggest  day,  we’re  in 
big  trouble. 

“This  is  foe  second  of  a 
three-year  deal  with  the  coun- 
cil, so  at  least,  we  know  there 
will  be  a festival  next  year. 
We’re  already  negotiating 
with  them  to  extend  the  agree- 
ment but  we  really  need  the 
backing  of  local  businesses, 
many  of  whom  benefit 
through  foe  cricket  here.” 
Little  cricket  is  played  at 
the  Recreation  Ground  apart 
from  these  four  days.  Outside 
the  festival,  it  is  difficult  to 
imagine  it  as  a cricket  ground 
at  alL  Hockey  is  also  played 
here  and.  a few  yards  away 
Bath  Rugby  Club,  with  its 
swanky  Teacher’s  Stand, 
looks  down  with  some  conde- 
scension on  its  cap-in-hand 
neighbour. 

There  are  half-baked  plans 
to  use  foe  rugby  ground  as 
part  of  foe  cricket  ground’s 
outfield,  and  so  make  avail- 
able foe  former's  stands  to  ex- 
pand the  corporate  entertain- 
ing- There  is  also  talk  of 
Incorporating  the  festival  in  a 
longer,  wider  sports  festival. 
But  most  of  all  there  is  just 
talk  of  survival. 

Somerset's  bowlers  have  foe 
same  problem.  Both  Andre 
van  Trooat.  who  strained  a leg 
muscle,  and  Mushtaq  Ahmed 
were  Injured  yesterday  as 
Leicestershire  totalled  337  for 
three. 

Somerset  bowled  badly  and 
three  catches  went  down  as 
Iain  Sutcliffe  scored  his 
maiden  championship  cen- 
tury freon  182  balls,  with  17 
fours.  He  put  on  192  with 
James  Whitaker  (78  not  out). 

The  day  started  with  the 
award  of  a county  cap  to  van 
Troost,  amid  prep-school  snig- 
gering about  Dutch  caps.  Poor 
van  Troost,  whose  erratic  pace 
makes  Devon  Malcolm  look 
like  Tom  Cartwright  bcrwied 
9-2  overs  for  69  runs.  The 
Leicestershire  physio  looked 
as  anxious  to  get  him- back  on 
as  his  local  counterpart 


Mietetesx  248  (R  p Lam  m 

ana  203-9  (N  P MoHftO  117).  Essex  1*8. 
Mmpwti  Cornwall  220-*  (G  14  TTwmas 
54.  G R Furee  so)  ana  5-0  stireosttfra 
223-2  (Ate  oin  92.  J B R JOtefi/SuL 
Wfroa  Waktara  Norton,  Amt 

Bn0  2V0  CamBribgsshlrs 
T7V-7  IN  T Gateby  57).  » ■ rPTrm 

mtoWfand  T7W  ud  2S4-fl  fT  W Attend. 
_U2fTW  H«fart»snira  199-5 
Drawn-  Horta  Monhum- 

oarfftno  C2). 

Sorting  today 

M»OWD  COBKHIU.  TEST  (nve  daw 
11JJJ.  Tortfti  England  v Australia. 


1 unites,  a tta  tagm.  rn  wnrwil  Arm— 


“4  * MM  ROM, 
te  meanmd  tar  bat- 

ana  and  Mrfonnmca  la  «aoh 

>**W;'W4 l«fct  *»  talm. 

B^aoortetaM  torn)  A*  aMa batdna 
faurtt  tatem  tight  petata 
BMr  rmpnn.nti  term,  pi—  ban— 


«w  reateuail  on  tta 
mi*,  tmttnm  * 00 
n«  CIPtt  280  C2»  *00  <»>  380  (Q. 
th—  tour  "*a»iti  (1),  iw 

aiYSB  Mate (3k nhream (aj. 


Cricket 

News  and  Scores,  Counties  update 


0891  22  88  ++ 


Derbyshire 

31 

Kent 

37 

Somartet  43 

Durham 

32 

Lancs 

38 

Surrey  44 

Essex 

33 

Leks. 

39 

Sussex  45 

Glamorgan 

34 

Middlesex 

40 

Warwicks.  46 

Gloucs. 

35 

Northants. 

41 

Worcester  47 

Hampshire 

36 

Nottingham 

42 

Yorkshire  48 

Complete  county  scores  0891  22  88  30 

THE  ASHES 

Test  Match 

Live  Commentary 
Match  Reports 


0891  22  88  28 
0891  22  88.29 
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ROYAL  ASCOT 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


Joctey  ignores  Hama's  mstnicOons  and  lands  Hunt  Cup  gamble  tor  big  handicap  specialist  Akehurst  Chris  Haurklns  rsports 

Bookmakers 


on  Red  alert  again 


REG  AKEHURST,  who 
so  often  seems 
shocked  by  his  suc- 
cesses. landed  yet  an- 
other major  handicap  when 
Red  Robbo  won  the  Royal 
Hunt  Cup  yesterday. 

The  Epsom  trainer  has  few 
peers  when  It  comes  to  engi- 
neering plots  and  his 
often  bewildered  manner 
hides  a razor-sharp  brain 
which  is  the  bane  of  the 
handlcapper. 

Akehurst  spends  quite  a lot 
of  his  time  moaning  that  his 
horses  have  been  given  too 
much  weight  and  you  cannot 
blame  him  for  trying,  but  one 

suspects  that  all  the  time  he  Is 

hiding  another  ace  up  his 
sleeve. 

This  proved  to  be  exactly 
the  case  here  as  all  the  talk 
had  been  about  whether  Aka- 
hurst's  Tregaron  could  defy  a 
91b  rise  in  the  weights  since 
his  Victoria  Cup  win. 

Tregaron,  long  time  ante- 
post  favourite  for  the  race, 
was  sent  off  a 12-1  rhamt.  but 
the  ‘‘clever’1  money  was  for 
his  stable  companion  Red 

Robbo,  backed  from  33-1  to 
MS's  despite  finishing  last  on 
his  first  run  for  Akehurst  at 
York  last  month. 

Of  course  no  one  was  more 
surprised  than  the  self-depre- 
cating trainer  who  com- 
mented: “Fortunately  Olivier 
Pesller  Ignored  me  when  I 
told  him  to  go  over  to  the  for 
side  where  I thought  the  fast 
horses  were. 

“I  honestly  fancied  Tre- 
garon more  and  if  you  saw 
both  horses  working  so  would 
you.  I still  think  Tregaron  is 
the  better  over  seven  furlongs 
but  the  poor  old  home  had  a 
lot  of  weight  today.”  (There 
you  are — he’s  at  it  again). 

“Red  Robbo  came  to  me 
from  Henry  Cecil's  at  the 
start  of  the  year  because  he 
had  starting  stalls  problems.  I 
don’t  mind  if  he  keeps  send- 
ing me  these  sorts.'* 

Red  Robbo  was  sent  to  Ake- 
hurst by  owner  Edward  St 
George  because  “hell  take 
something  which  is  a no- 
hoper  and  make  a damn  good 
racehorse  out  of  it” 

St  George  said:  “Reg  is  a 
fhbulous  trainer.  He’s  so  pa- 
tient and  spends  a lot  of  time 
with  his  horses  whereas  same 
of  the  big  trainers  just  write 
off  some  of  them  and  don't 
bother." 

'Red  Robbo  got  • home  by ! 
three-quarters  of  a length 
fixan  Crown  Court,  trained  hy 


Celeric 
best  in 
test  of 
stamina 


Sharpshooter . . . Rebecca  Sharp  (right)  springs  a surprise  in  the  Coronation  Stakes,  beating  Ocean  Ridge  with  the  favourite  Sleepytime  (dark  cap)  only  third  photograph  frank  baron 


another  handicap  specialist 
Luca  Cumani  who  showed  he 
has  not  lost  his  touch  by  win- 
ning the  Bessborough  Stakes 
with  Zaralaska. 

Once  Pat  Eddery  got  a run 
Zaralaska  streaked  clear, 
which  was  In  stark  contrast 
to  his  previous  outing  at  York 
when  he  finished  fifth,  incur- 
ring a £700  One  for  his  trainer 

and  a four-day  ban  for  his 


jockey  Royston  Ffrencb 
under  the  non-triers’  rule. 

Cumani  must  be  congratu- 
lated on  his  triumph  but  one 
has  to  say  he  has  some  front.  . 

He  commented:  "At  York  it 
was  his  first  run  for  eight 
months  and  I think  he  blew 
But  a?  fbat  Is  water  uniter 
the  bridge  now.” 

It  was  a tough  day  for  the 
majority  of  punters  even 


though  proceedings  began 
wen.  when  the  4-1  favourite 
Among  Men  obliged  in  the 
Jersey  Stakes. 

Michael  Stonte,  the  win- 
ning trainer,  said  the  Irish 
Derby  was  stm  a possibility 
for  Entrepreneur  although 
the  colt  had  not  had  a gallop 
since  Epsom. 

“We  were  quite  baffled  by 
him  in  the  Derby,"  said 


Stoute.  'The  writing  was  on 
the  wall  a Lang  way  out  It 
wasn’t  as  if  he  came  there  and 
then  ran  out  of  petrol.  As 
regards  stamina  It  told  us 
nothing” 

Backers  of  the  1,000  Guin- 
eas winner  Sleepytime,  who 
started  a shade  of  odds-on  in 
the  Coronation  Stakes,  must 
have  been  worried  when  they 
saw  the  CDy  on  the  inside 


turning  for  home  knowing 
that  at  some  stage  Kieren  Fal- 
lon would  have  to  look  for 
room. 

But  her  final  finishing  posi- 
tion of  third  behind  the  25-1 
shot  Rebecca  Sharp  could  not 
be  blamed  on  pilot  error.  Slee- 
pytime had  a gap  but  simply 
could  not  quicken  through  it 

Rebecca  Sharp  had  finished 
13th  of  15  in  the  1,000  Guineas 


with  Geoff  Wragg.  her 
trainer,  putting  the  poor 
effort  down  to  her  getting  up- 
set in  the  parade  before  the 
race. 

The  filly  is  owned  by 
Anthony  Oppenheimer  who 
experienced  the  other  side  of 
the  coin  after  his  promising 
three-year-old  St  Radegund 
broke  a leg  on  the  gallops  last 
week. 


WITH  the  Godolphln 
horses  showing  a 
return  to  form,  Clas- 
sic Cliche  must  come  back 
into  the  reckoning  for  this 
afternoon’s  Ascot  Gold 
Cup,  a race  he  won  with 
some  ease  last  year,  writes 
Chris  Hair  kins. 

After  beating  Double 
Trigger  over  two  and  a half 
miles  here  last  season  he 
went  on  to  finish  second 
over  a mile  and  a half  In  the 
King  George. 

But  that  Is  all  history  and 
on  his  reappearance  Classic 
Cliche  ran  so  badly  In  the 
Yorkshire  Cup  that  the  Go- 
dolphin  stable  closed  down 
their  operation  for  a couple 
of  weeks. 

Connections  were  mysti- 
fied by  hits  poor  perfor- 
mance and  his  participa- 
tion today  hinged  on  a 
weekend  workout. 

He  came  through  that  sat- 
isfactorily. but  to  back 
Frankie  Dettori’s  mount 
one  has  to  take  a chance 
that  he  has  recaptured  all 
his  ability  and  enthusiasm. 

With  question  marks 
hanging  over  Double  Trig- 
ger, who  Is  blinkered  for 
the  first  time  today,  and  his 
brother  Double  Eclipse  It 
may  be  time  to  look  for  a 
fresh  face  among  the 
stayers. 

Persian  Punch,  a four- 
year-old,  has  considerable 
claims.  He  held  off  Celeric 
by  three  quarters  of  a 
length  at  Sandown  recently 
but  meets  his  rival  on  51b 
worse  terms. 

Celeric.  a horse  with  a 
real  turn  of  speed,  has  a big 
fan  club  and  would  be  a 
very  popular  winner  but  he 
needs  to  be  held  up  for  a 
late  run  and  Pat  Eddery 
might  find  it  difficult  — in 
the  Gold  Cup  the  field  often 
gets  stretched. 

Nononito  beat  Moonax  by 
a length  in  the  French  Gold 
Cup  last  season  on  soft 
ground  but  was  a well- 
beaten  third  In  the  Gold 
Cup  here  on  firm  ground 
last  year. 

Like  most  Royal  Ascot 
races,  this  Is  tricky.  Celeric 
(3.45)  is  my  selection  In  the 
hope  that  Eddery  can  pro- 
duce him  in  the  final  half 
furlong. 
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Rugby  Union 


Leonard  set  for 
Saracens  return 


Robert  Armstrong 
In  Cepe  Town 


JASON  LEONARD  is 
poised  to  leave  Harle- 
quins and  return  to 
Saracens,  whom  he 
left  amid  controversy  seven 
years  ago. 

The  England  prop,  who  led 
the  Lions  to  victory  over  the 
Emerging  Springboks  on 
Tuesday,  is  considering  a 
three-year  contract  worth 
about  £100,000  a season  from 
the  ambitious  north  London 
dub,  who  intend  to  play  their 
home  games  at  Watford  EC’s 
Vicarage  Road  next  season. 

The  most  capped  England 
prop  with  56  appearances,  he 
is  understood  to  be  at  the  top 
of  the  Saracens  coach  Fran- 
cois Pienaar’s  shopping  list, 
which  includes  the  Bayonne 
hooker  Jean-Michel  Gonzalez 
and  the  South  African  lock 
Kobus  Wiese.  Nigel  Wray,  the 
dub's  investor-owner,  is  will- 
ing to  bankroll  a team  capable 
of  competing  for  the  new 
Allied  Dunbar  Premiership 
and  the  European  Cup. 

Leonard,  who  can  play  at 
tight  or  loose  head,  has  al- 
ways maintained  social  con- 
tacts with  the  members  both 
of  Saracens  and  Barking,  his 
first  dub,  since  Joining  Quins 
amid  allegations  of  poaching. 
Close  associates  say  the 
straight-talking  Leonard,  who 
has  led  Quins  and  Fnglnnrl 
was  dismayed  by  last  month's 
dismissal  of  Quins’  director  of 
rugby  Dick  Best  and  the 
growing  Influence  at  The 
Stoop  of  the  former  England 


captain  Will  Carling,  who  is 
In  line  for  an  executive  post 
there. 


Leonard ...  dismayed  at  Quins 

Leonard,  who  will  be  29  in 
August  has  reached  the  stage 
of  his  rugby  career  at  which 
many  of  his  fellow  profession- 
als are  seeking  a substantial 
contract  that  will  see  them  se- 
curely through  to  retirement 
Given  the  prolonged  active 
life  of  front-row  forwards,  he 
could  expect  to  stay  in  the 
England  side  for  another  four 
seasons  provided  he  joins  a 
dob  such  as  Saracens  who 
are  sympathetic  to  his  inter- 
national aspirations. 

Several  League  One  dubs 
outside  London,  notably 
Northampton,  are  thought  to 
be  interested  in  signing  Leon- 
ard but  he  has  told  associates 
he  would  prefer  not  to  change 
bis  home  or  undertake  bur- 
densome travel.  When  he  was 
asked  at  the  start  of  the  sea- 
son whether  he  felt  loyalty  to 
Quins,  he  replied:  “Yes,  hut 
loyalty  is  East  becoming  an 
outdated  concept" 

Meanwhile,  Leonard  and 
the  rest  of  the  Lions  squad 


£1  million  offer  for  Irish 


■ ONDON  IRISH  members 
■mill  meet  at  Twickenham 
tomorrow  week  to  vote  on 
whether  to  allow  a seven-man 
consortium  of  businessmen  to 
buy  a 51  per  cent  stake  in  the 
did)  for  £1  million,  writes 
John  Tierney  . 

The  group,  all  of  them  exist- 
ing members,  are  leading  fig- 
ures in  the  Irish  business 
community.  The  two  most 
prominent  names  are  Geoff 
Reid,  the  former  head  of  Bal- 
lygowan  Drinks,  and  John 
Conlan,  a founder  member  of 
the  First  Leisure  group. 

The  League  One  dub  will 


hold  the  egm  in  the  Rose 
Room  at  the  Rugby  Football 
Union  headquarters  to  vote 
cm  the  bid.  which  has  the  sup- 
port of  the  dub’s  general  com- 
mittee and  contrasts  with  the 
individual  ownership  of  other 
leading  English  clubs. 

Duncan  Leopold,  London 
Irish's  chief  executive,  said: 
“We  want  to  strengthen  our 
position  in  the  First  Division, 
and  see  our  future  by  develop- 
ing our  playing  base  from  the 
junior,  youth  and  mini-rugby 
sections.” 

The  dub  plan  to  raise  a fur- 
ther £1  million  this  summer- 


continued  their  preparations 
for  the  first  Test  already 
knowing  who  has  been  picked 
to  face  the  Springboks  at 
Newlands  on  Saturday,  even 
though  the  team  will  not  he 
announced  until  ' Just  before 
the  kick-off. 

The  Lions'  manager  Fran 
Cotton  informed  the  players 
by  slipping  letters  under  their 
doors.  “The  first  15  were  to 
congratulate  the  people  who 
will  start  the  match,”  said 
Cotton.  “The  second  lot  were 
to  tell  the  replacements,  and 
the  third  to  remind  the  other 
14  that  there  Is  a long  tour  to 
go. 

“Just  reading  out  the  team 
in  a group  meeting  and  let- 
ting the  players  get  on  with  it 
as  they  went  training  is  a 
harsh  way  of  conducting  a 
sport  in  this  professional  age. 
I felt  it  was  appropriate  that 
every  player  had  a quiet  hour 
to  reflect  on  their  fixture  roles 
in  the  tour.” 

Gregory  Kacala  completed 
his  move  to  Cardiff  yesterday, 
and  the  Welsh  Cup  holders 
said  they  would  he  making 
further  signings. 

The  31-year-old  Polish  in- 
ternational flanker,  who 
helped  the  French  dub  Brim 
win  foe  Heineken  Cup  in  Car- 
diff in  January,  arrived  on  a 
three-year  contract 

Cardiff's  chief  executive 
Gareth  Davies  said:  “This 
signing  will  make  others 
aware  that  Cardiff  are  look- 
ing for  quality  players.  Greg 
was  the  outstanding  player  in 
last  year's  Heineken  Cup.” 

Kacala  said:  “After  eight 
years  in  France  I wanted  a 
new  challenge.  With  Cardiff’s 
ambition  to  do  wen  in  the 
Heineken  Cup.  1 am  very 
happy  to  join  the  dub.” 

After  Wasps  revealed  on 
Monday  that  Simon  Shaw 
would  be  joining  them,  foe 
Courage  league  champions 
yesterday  brought  another 
second-row  forward  into  their 
squad  when  they  signed  the 
New  Zealander  Mark  Wee- 
don.  The  6ft  5 in,  17-stone  AH 
Black  trialist  has  played 
Super  12  for  Canterbury  and 
Neath  Harbour. 

Worcester,  promoted  last 
season,  to  League  Three,  have 
dropped  their  interest  in  foe 
England  full-back  Jem  Callard 
for  the  role  of  player-coach 
because  they  could  not  afford 
Bath’s  asking  price. 

The  former  England  A wing 
Paul  Holford  has  been 
released  by  Gloucester. 
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Wind  heading  right  way 
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THE  draw  is  usually  a 
factor  only  seriously 
considered  by  punters 
at  Royal  Ascot  in  the 
sprints  and  the  Hunt  Cup 
and  Britannia  Handicaps 
over  Che  straight  mile,  hut  a 
study  of  the  results  of  the 
competitive  mtie-and-a-half 
handicaps  indicates  it  is 
well  worth  bearing  in  mind 
for  those  races  too. 

TfHma  after  time  In  the 
Bess  borough  Handicap  on 
the  Wednesday  and  in  the 


King  George  V Handicap 
today  horses  drawn  low  on 
the  wide  outside  have 
found  their  stalls  berth  a 
major  hindrance  as  they 
struggle  to  get  a good  posi- 
tion early  in  the  race. 

The  King  George  V in  the 
past  decade  is  not  a contest 
which  throws  up  too  many 
surprises,  with  average 
winning  odds  of  around  9-1 
being  returned  over  the 
last  il  years.  Horses  with 
good  recent  form  must  be 
noted  — five  of  the  last  10 
winners  won  on  their  previ- 
ous outing  and  another 


four  were  placed.  Last 
year’s  winner  Samraan 
went  on  to  finish  third  in 
the  St  Leger  while  Mid- 
night Legend  (1994)  and 
Sonrce  Of  Light  (1992)  have 
gone  on  to  win  in  much 
higher  grade. 

In  short,  well-fancied 
runners  with  a touch  of 
cfa*s»  in  good  form  and 
drawn  high  are  the  ones  to 
note.  Southerly  Wind  (5^0) 
should  be  suited  by  the  trip. 
He  was  considered  good 
enough  to  warrant  a Derby 
entry  and  ran  an  eye-catch- 
ing race  last  time  out 
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No  Gan  do Chris  Boardman's  current  sponsor  is  to  pull  out  of  cycling  at  the  end  of  this  year 

Once  upon  the  Boardman  trail 


WlfoamPotheringham 


CHRIS  BOARDMAN’S 
Tour  de  France  prepa- 
ration enters  its  final 
phase  today  with  the  open- 
ing stages  of  the  Tour  of 
Catalonia  in  a theme  park 
on  the  Costa  Blanca. 

The  Spanish  domestic 
racing  calendar  may  be 
about  to  take  on  greater 
significance  for  the  Briton, 
who  will  not  deny  that  he 
has  bad  talks  with  the 


Results 


Soccer 

COM  AMERiear  rent  remit  (top  Ai 

Argentina  1,  Paraguay  1;  Ecuador  2.  Cnde 

1.  Haaf  pimrehniai  1.  Ecuador  (P3.  PtsJI: 

2.  Argentina  p-6);  3.  Paraguay  13— «>:  4. 
Chile  (3-Q1-  Ecuador  and  Argentina  qualify 
tor  ouartar-dnats. 

WORLD  TOOTH  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Ma- 
laysia): Qroop  Dj  Costa  Rica  1.  Paraguay 
1;  Spain  2,  Japan  1.  (top  E:  Argentina  3. 
Hungary  ft  Australia  0.  Canada  0.  (too) 
n Mexico  S.  United  Arab  Emirates  O:  Ivory 
Coast  1.  England  2 (Oman.  ShOPtiertf). 

Golf 

EVIAM  MASTERS]  FM  mod  (OEUK0 
unless  stated):  87  J Money;  A Alton  (US). 
08  A WelMlas.  89  H Kotuysshl  (Japan) 
TO  T Johnson;  S Waugh  (Aus).  71  C Hi 
Koch  (Sam);  M Lunn  (Ausy.  P Sterner 
(Saw).  L Hack  nay;  L Broofcy  |JC)  72  K 
poppmelar  (Aut):  C OtUnah  (Ausl;  H Al- 
tradason  iSwe):  K Marshall;  V SMnw 
(US):  M Hforth  (Sure);  u Sutton;  L Merten 
(USh  j Fortes.  73  M-L  da  Loronai  (Fr);  M 
Kocn  (Ger):  N Lowfan  (Aus);  E Knuth  ISp). 
A Gottmo  (Swc).  74  W Ditto:  M-Q  E *■ 
tuesta  (Phil);  X Wunsch  (Sp);  F Dassu  lit);  L 
Falrdough:  L Davies:  A Sorenstam  (Swe): 
D Raid;  C Sorenstam  (Swe);  C Blaylock 
(US).  78  A Arrutl  (Sp);  C Rartck  (US):  K 
drum  I Dsn);  T Fischer  (Ger);  R Corneoo 
(Spk  M Hedblom  (Swe);  A-M  Knight  (Aus) 
78  L Lambert  (Aus);  A Borg  (Swei:  H 
Wadsworth:  N Goto  (Aus);  K Lunn  i Aus).  F 
Pike  (aus):  L Marta  (SA):  S Prosser  77  M 
Hogoman  (Nam);  C Hall;  L Navarro  (Spi:  J 
MHls  (AU3):  S DallongevSIe  (Fr);  R Laurens 
(Swfe);  P Meunlar  Lsbouc  (Fr).  78  S Men- 
(Ubuni  (Fr);  G Stewart  D Booker  (Aus).  70 
C Louw  (SA);  S Guatatson  (Swe);  N Fink 
(Aut);  K Mowguo  (TAIgiie  {FrJ.  Bl  P GrlW 
Whittaker; F Dtocampe  (Bel). 
aUHMVIR  CLUB  PROP8SSIOMAL 
CHAMPtomtaP  (Northap  Park.  Ches- 
ter): Saooad  rout  134  N Brown  (MKF 
Karts]  68.  68.  137  L Flcknng  (Enfield)  68. 
68;  P Wesartlngn  IHawtetone  park)  07,  70 
138  W Langmuir  (SlanyhOI)  70. 68:  B rem- 
itter (Trentnam  Park)  70. 88. 139  J Higglim 
(Patshuil  Park)  70.  69,  S McNally 
tBurah&m  Park)  89.  TO:  M HoHinuwmlh 
(Denton)  89.  70;  A Webstar  (Ertzeii)  71. 68: 
G Lew  (UphaU)  71. 68.  B McGovern  |Head- 
fom  69.  70.  140  S Banned  |Sw>ngHme  6 
Leisure)  75. 85;  R Ruasall  (Wortioldl  72. 60. 
P Harrteorr  IMaOerr  Halt)  69.  71;  W McColl 
(Norttrandan)  72.  68;  P Snath  (Newmachnr) 
72.  68;  P Petrie  (PaHnbook)  7ft  70  141  H 
Stott  (Lateham)  72.  69:  D Sheppard  (Tlver- 
ion)  69.  72;  G Furey  (Reosln^on)  71.  70;  S 
McKenna  (StoeksheUn  63.  73.  R Wetr 
(Ccwal)  73.  68. 

Tennis 

ATP  NOTTINGHAM  OPEN:  Smwd 
K tCoeara  (Slovak)  bt  B Block 
(21m)  7-5.  6-3:  8 Draper  |Aus)  M A Wanefl 
(Rom)  0-J.  0-6.  7-6.  J Stolte wtoerg  (Aus) 
bt  J Courier  (US)  4-BL  6-3.  6-2;  ft  Stafford 
(SA)  bt  J stamen nk  (Netti)  5-7. 6-t.  6-2  $ 
(AuSl  bt  K Cartsen  (Den)  6-t.  7-6  T 
|GB1  M B Fmmberg  (Ausl  6-t. 

8- 7.  7-6.  A OWm  (US)  M M Qullner 
(Ger)  7-6.  6-3;  a ITiiaetakl  (GB)  bt  M 
Woodtoroo  (Ausl  6-4.  7-6. 

WBBBLCOON  GUAUFYWQ  TOURNA- 

(noetuunpem):  Mom  HrM  rooto 
O Malrereaael  (Br)  M P Pecti  (Fr)  7-6. 6-3: 
N Mitrt  (Fr)  U G PoezI  Ini  6-6.  7-5.  J 
In  (US)  M P Gauthier  (Fr)  7-5. 

6- 2  O QMThm  (Sg)  bt  N Thomann  (Fr) 

7- 5,  6-7,  6-6;  M Din*  l^u®!  bt  M Ulmyt 
(Bul)  6-4.  1-6.  6-3;  Q Deyle  (Aus)  bt  K 
unywt  (SA)  7-6.  6-4.  iMflod  reeiA  p 

[Aus]  bl  S Campooll  (US)  t-fi.  6-2, 
1V-K  8 Hurt  (Frl  M C haggard  (SA)  6-2 
1-6. 6-4:  L Herrera  (Mex)  N G Trilu  (Roml 
7-6,  6-1:  M IB  (Aus)  bl  R Koemg  (SA) 
6-6, 4-6. 6-4;  B Bwoad  (Aus)  fat  T Kefaia 
(Fin)  VS,  7-6.  7-fc  ■ Waeteigrei  (GB)  bl  F 
Fentang(Fl)  7-6. 6-2  J Wtertteih  (Nebi)  bl 
U Joyce  (US)  6i2. 6-2:  M BtawatM  (India) 
M N Escudd  (Fr)  6-4. 6-2:  A Oareent  (Fr) 
bt  P Luxe  (Cz)  6-4.  6-3:  J Van  untuut 
(Noth)  bt  G Cams  (Arg)  1-6.  6-4.  6-6.  9 
Oroe)e an  (Fr)  bt  B MacpWe  (US)  6-t.  6-1. 
O Vn  Oeieae  (Bert)  bt  S Simian  |Fr|  S-2, 
6-2  B Tire  Him  (US)  bl  A OUnuakiy  (Rial 

6- 1.  7-K  T UrUen  (Aus)  bt  I Mmoovan 
(Rom)  6-0,  6-3;  ■ TOM  (Aua)  M D 
Norman  (Bel)  B-4.  H B rtfieh  (kr)  m M 
Neverru  nil  1-0,  8-3,  6-*.  P TtmnmcM 
(Aus)  blAfTeichel  (US)  6-2  7-6;  DNAh 
(SA)  bt  A Hunt  (N2)  6-7.  7-6.  6-2;  P Bow- 

(Fr)  » E Ran  (Hr)  6-4.  6-V.  D DM 
(Cs)  at  R CMgodo  (Para)  3-fl,  6-2.  6-3.  H 
(Hath)  bl  0 OetaHrq  (Fr)  6-7.  3-6. 

7- 6:  S Dw*n  (Sp)  M G HI  la  (Arg)  6-7.  7-6, 

9- 7;  8 Bryahi  bt  G GoHmbeni  (Ri  3-6, 

6-4.  6-2  W WeOoto  IU31  bt  I Heuboraer 
(Swta)  7-5.  6-ft  N Pereira  (Van)  bt  J 
oraoo  (US)  6-4.  6-2  P Bear  (Oar)  H R 
Wetdortek)  <l«1  ML  7-6. 6-2. 


country’s  top  team,  ONCE, 
about  a contract  for  1998. 

The  team,  sponsored  by 
the  lottery  ran  by  Spain's 
national  charity  for  the 
blind,  are  the  richest  in  pro- 
fessional cycle  racing.  They 
already  boast  the  world 
No.  1,  Laurent  Jalabert  of 
France,  and  pot  £2.5  million 
on  the  table  in  an  abortive 
bid  to  sign  the  five-times 
Tour  winner  Miguel  Indur- 
ain  last  December. 

Boardman’s  current 
sponsor,  the  insurance 


Woman  Rnt  nmt  8 

(Bul)  bl  L Loo  (US)  7-6.  6-ft 
vartnor  (Ger)  bt  E Detone  (US)  2-6.  6-1. 
6-4:  M Jaon  (Kor)  bl  R Vltfids  (Hwi)  6-4. 

6- 2  L GbliardUUibl  (FrJ  bt  J Ctn  (Tp«) 

6-3.  ■ Kochta  (Gar)  bl  E Tatarkava 
(Ukrl  6-2  6-3;  H Til  ImltTir  (Ger)  bt  P 
Gaspor  (Hun)  7-6.  4-6.  6-4  Socood 
re™*  L Balpr—  (It)  H L Latimer  (GB1 

7- 5.  4-0.  6-3.  S PBacMre  (Aus)  tn  N Vat- 
dyanathan  (tod)  3-6.  6-4,  6-2  N Potare 
(Bel)  M Y Hasahl  (Japan)  6-t.  6-2  H In- 
OM  IJaoan)  bt  S Nnortanoer  iNMh)  6-2. 
6-6:  8 Tata)a  (Crol  bt  K Trtaka  (Smi  1-6. 
6-4.  6-2  N Mbregt  (Japan)  nt  M Drake 
(Con)  6-2.  7-6;  A Itaimao  (Fr)  bt  S 
Krivencheva  (Bui)  6-4,  6-2  A Kreoar 
(Luxj  bt  K Adams  (US)  3-6.  7-8.  6-2  T 
Snyder  (US)  bt  J Poaptatova  (Cz)  6-1. 6-0: 
K Cron  (GB)  ta  K Kunce  (Are)  4-6.  7-6. 
6-2  N Pratt  (Aus)  M M Weingartrwr  (Ger) 
6-1,  7-6.  M Paa  (Argl  bt  V Caurga  I Hun) 
4-6. 6-2 6-4;  M Vania  (Von) ml  Vamtuza 
IS  Marino)  8-3.  5-3;  K tore  (Kor)  bt  A 
QovaldfM  (Max)  7-6,  6-3.  A Jmm  (OB)  fat 
L Ghtnum-Rubbi  (Frl  4-6.  7-6.  W:  H 
fatoBare  (ter)  bt  M Kochta  (Ger)  8-3. 
6-3. 

HEIHBKBN  TROPHY  (Rosmalen): 
SmbM  round:  Mam  M Ctoag  (US)  bt  A 
Radulescu  (Ger)  7-6. 6-1;  PCteMI  (Sp)  M 
H Ann!  (Mar)  6-3.  0-6.  6-1;  J Murlmaan 
(Swe)  bt  D Vncak  (Cz)  6-1.  6-2  P WttXar 
(Nothl  bt  M Guatafsaon  (Swe)  7-6.  7-6. 
Wammn  A Motor  (Gw)  W S Khilnova  (Cz) 

6- 4.  2-6.  6-4;  D wan  Room  (Bel)  bt  K 
Boogert  (NeUt)  2-6.  6-3.  6-4;  R Dravemlr 
(Rontl  U B RIKner  (Ger)  6-1.  2-0  (ret):  M 
Ptenee  (Fr)  fat  3 PiBcovreU  (Fr)  6-3.  7-5:  8 
Appetorere  (Bed  at  F Lariat  (Arg)  7-6. 

7- 5:  M Oroniwio  (Neth)  bt  M Maleeva 
(Bud  6-4. 7-5:  K Hebandava  (Slovak)  bt  P 
Hy-Boula*s  (Can)  2-6.  7-5.  6-4. 

WO— IPS  BtlBBUnOMAI.  TOUMMAr 
■fEHT  (Eastbourne):  loucmd  raandt  A 
todre  Vfcmrio  (Sp)  bt  K Quae  (Aus) 
7-5,  6-0;  J Novotna  (CX)  bt  Y Basufa 
(too)  7-5.  6-4;  8 & 


(Neth)  bt  S Farina  (It)  4-6. 6-1.  6-2  I 
Ion  (Rom)  bt  A Stoat  (Fr)  6-4.  G-B;  H 
Mat  (Fr)  bt  V WOfiams  (US)  6-3,  5-7,  6-4;  N 
Zranna  (Bela)  bl  1 Majofa  ICro)  6-2.  7-5. 
A lughrevm  (Japan)  bt  K Po  (US)  6-3.  6-1; 
M Mm  (US)  tat  N Sawometau  (Japan) 
6-2  7-6 

Athletics 

HM6WKI GRAND PBCti M mm  IOObs  1. 

F Fredericks  (Nan)  10. Msec;  2 T Mont- 
gomery (US)  1009;  3.  B Lewis  (US)  1027. 
ISOObb  1,  J Kibowen  (Ken)  93327:  2.  T 
Bates  (Hun|  337.78;  2 R Andersen  (Den) 
3-37  78.  Sum:  I.  M Hahrarl  (Fin)  2D. 56.  2,  K 
Toth  (US)  1255;  3.  Y Befanog  |Uto)  1945. 
Woomb:  IOObb  1.  N Voronova  (Rub) 
HASsec;  2 M Gotnsford  (Aua)  1153: 2 M 
Sargent  (US)  ii.ee.  ZOOaa  1.  M Gatotord 
(Aus)  ZLISi  2 C Freeman  (Ausl  2230.  3.  Y 
Leachova  (Bus)  2321.  PjOOObb  1,  A 
Weyamutroi  (S*n(z)  15.1851:  2.  A Wbrku 
(Eta)  15JS.17;  3.  K APdaraon  (Aus) 
15JS.40.  -eoom  hug— J 1.  A Kimroz 


(Rua)  55.41;  2,  S Smith  (Ire)  65.79;  3,  T 
Eeskhrt  (Est)  5598.  Lobs  pmipt  1.  R Md- 
sen  (Don)  6.65m;  2 TVaatl  (Hunje.BZ;  3.  E 
Johonsaon  (Swe)  653.  Jndta  1,  T Hat. 
matad  (Nor)  6968:  2.  H Ramanan  (Hn) 
63  44c  3.  M Ingborg  (Fin)  0156 

ball 


IAL)  12 

Ptnluielphia  (MJ  8;  Cleveland  (AL)  5.  CJn- 
onnaa  (NL)  1;  Devon  (AL)  Z FtorMa  (NL) 
2 Baldmoro  (AL)  S.  xxonueM  (MJ  «:  NY 
Yankeae  (AL)  6,  NY  Meta  (NL)  2 Toronto 
(AL)  7.  Atlanta  (M.)  2 Chicago  WS  (AL)  5, 
Chicago  Cuba  (NL)  2 Kansas  Cfiy  (AL)  2 
Houston  (NL)  1ft  Milwaukee  (AL)  4.  St 
Louis  (NL)  3,  Minnesota  (AL)  13.  Pittsburgh 
(NLi  l:  Color  ado  (M.)  8.  Texas  (AL)  10 
[ilmnsi;  Son  Frandsco  (NL]  4,  Seattle 
(AL)  3.  Los  Angeles  (NL)  4.  Anaheim  (AL) 
3;  Sen  CHogo  (NL)  3.  Oakland  (AU  1ft 


Cycling 


ISLH  OP  MAN  nmnaUTtONAL  WBBK 

(Port  Erin):  Tonpbp  lOwnde  TTY  1.  Q 
Longtono  (Radtord  Accountants) >B  Taylor 
IBownomauth  Arrow)  S2min  14bcc  2 
Mike  KaflyTMtlrk  K*Hy  (Mfam  RC)  2245;  3. 
R FMcheNl  Brand  (EBan  Varuwn  CC) 


cap  (Casaetown.  5Z4  mttoy:  1.  A MHls 
(Kirtoy  CC)  Stir  OOmln  33sec  Z J Klowtk 
(Noth);  3,  C Will  lam*  (Wales);  4.  M Beckett 
(BrHonnlaL  6,  R darks  (Ira)  tt I soma  Uraa 

Evening  Racing 

NOTTMQHAM 

850(1b  Of  19yde);  1,  DAMCBWQCAV- 
AUH,  P Freaoncte  (7-1);  2.  Maadmouil 
■efa  (35-1);  8,  Barfy  Ptewre  (IE-1).  IT-4 
Fav  Mystic  Quest  10  ran.  J,  hd.  IR  HoJUn- 
Sboad)  Tata;  E75ft  £2.60.  £740,  £5  JO. 
Quel  F-  £179.70.  CSF.  ElEO.OS.  Trtoase 
£2487.12 

7 JM  (In,  64yd*^  1,  TH8RMIA,  A Wfa. 

Ian  (3-1  Fav):  X.  Lad  00—1):  3, 

— - U3-S).  4,  Ben  ‘ 


company  GAN,  is  to  pull 
out  of  the  sport  at  the  end 
of  this  year,  and  the  team 
manager  Roger  Legeay  has 
mtfii  September  1 to  find 
another  sponsor;  after  that 
the  riders  are  free  to  go 
public  on  negotiations  they 
have  had  with  rival  teams. 

“I  have  some  options;  a 
few  people  have  shown  in- 
terest in  me,”  Boardman 
said.  “If  the  people  con- 
cerned want  me  enough 
they  will  be  happy  to  wait 
until  September  1.  I’ve 


(11-2)  IB  ran.  ZL  nk.  [B  Mfflman)  Totor 
£4  JO:  £1.40.  £9.40.  E3JQ  Dual  F>  £84.80. 
Toa  £15220.  CSF;  CB277.  Tricasc  £386.63. 
TM  (Bl  ISydaJi  1,  T8MPUS  PUOfT,  T 
sprake  (25-1):  a.  Cwirtk  (5-2  a Fav]:  3. 
total  Robb  (16-1).  5-2  Jt  Fav  Tangerina 
Flyer,  is  ran.  & 3.  (B  MUUnan)  Tottc 
£75.50:  £1160.  ClJft  £8.70.  OuM  F: 
£37620  Trio.  £145.40  CSF:  £105.71.  NR 
VMM  Lilly. 

RIPON 

7JO  (Ira):  1,  PfOMB  nUKTreR,  R Wln- 
snn  (6-1);  % Btond*  (3-1  Fav),  3. 
Ctaky  Oarer  (7-1).  15  ran.  IL  3.  (T 
Eaitarty)  Tote  £9.50:  £2.70.  £160.  0.70. 
Dual  F £2930.  Trio:  £2630.  CSF:  £23.10. 
Tricasr  £12565.  NR:  BoB-PW.  Intaractton. 
7J0  (Sty  1,  SHAWDON.  S Sanders  (4-6 
Fav]  a,  orttartt  r?-l):  yihtoe  (16-1). 
7 ran.  X *.  (Sir  Mark  PrescoO)  Ton:  £160: 
£130.  £430.  Dual  F:  £5.10.  CSF:  E36S. 
are  (4m  2f>  1.  OMLETTE,  D Harrison 
(13-8  FavK  2,  Lay  THa  Morora  (9-1);  3, 
OoM  n— to  (7-1).  B ran.  IL  %.  (Lady  Her- 
rlaa]  Tree:  E26R  £130.  E2J0.  £130.  Dual 
F:  £8.70.  Tno;  £50.00  CSF:  £16.45.  Trieeat 
C7B.74. 

WORCESTER 

MO  (2b i)5  4,  COMMANCHZ  CUBIC,  A 
P McCoy  (11-4  Fav);  2,  ~~  ‘ “ 


i (10-1).  15  ran.  3, 
220.  £4 20,  £460. 


(10-1):  3, 

4.  (M  Pipe)  Tate  £4.80;  £230. 

Dual  F:  £3840.  Trio:  £113.10.  CSF:  £32.44. 
Trlcast  £24967. 

7.10  (2m>  1,  HOMKYHD  WOOOu  A P 

McCoy  (7-2  Fav);  2,  Banrary  Ftod  (4-1); 
3.  FtotaB  Coart  (7-1).  13  ran.  5.  A.  (M 
Sheppard)  Tote  EA.9D;  C2 10.  £3.10.  wan 
Dual  F.  £1140.  Tno.  £1230.  CSF:  £1748. 
740  (2ka  4f  110yita>  1,  MAGQOTS 
asm,  B Fenton  (6-1);  2,  — — MOB 
(11-2);  3,  Dawn  dwoe  (16-1).  3-1  Fav 
Hanley  Regatta.  10  ran.  6.  nk.  (J  Bradley) 
Tote:  £4.70;  £230.  n.70.  £430.  Dual  F; 
ClftGa  Tiw  £11290.  CSF:  £3809.  TrianC 
B47733.  nb:  Legal  Ante.  Manor  Mtao. 


heard  that  Manolo  Saiz 
IONCE's  team  manager] 
Hiinks  highly  of  me.” 

Sail  believes  that  “with 
luck”  Boardman  can  fio«h 
in  the  top  10  of  this  year's 
Tour.  “Ho  is  a great  rider 
and  has  the  potential  to  go 
even  further.  He's  open  to 
new  ideas  and  has  the  vision 
you  need  to  be  successfttL” 
Boardman  is  equally  ftil- 
some  about  Saiz’s  squad: 
“The  structure  he  has  built 
up  there,  phew,  that's  the 
way  to  do  it." 


8.10  (Sra  ‘try  t,  w«  op  ua  s 

Meftoll  (4-1);  2, CrooknaiNtalB (IE-1).  3, 
Lremiord  (9-4).  6-1  Fav  Not  Mistaken  IS 
ran.  IS.  7.  (J  Eustace)  Tate  E4.4Q;  sn.ro. 
£290.  £130.  Dual  F £18a».  Trio  £15.70. 
CSF:  C42.8L  NR:  Contrarie. 


BRITAIN*  K urn  peon 
Cup  hopes  in  Munich, 
already  nffcrirH  by 
• withdrawals  In  h row  over 
j N.Hwnal  l<ofter>'  ftmding.^uf- 
frred  another  scar**  bwt  night 
! when  Linford  Christie  with 
drew  from  the  Wurtd  Gwhes 
Grand  PrL\  meeting  in  Hrl 
siukfs  Olympic  stadium  be 
cause  ofa  knee  injury. 

The  British  team  captain, 
winner  of  a record  15 'Euro- 
pean Cup  Mile*.  WM  due  tu 
race  Namibia's  Olympic  sli- 
ver medaUksl  Frankie  Freder- 
icks o\Tr  icw  metres  but 
withdrew  after  seeing  his 
physiotherapist,  who  advised 
him  to  rest 

Malcolm  Arnold,  the  Brit- 
ish Athletic  Federation's  per 
formanre  director,  said  he 
still  expected  the  former 
Olympic  and  world  champion 
to  line  up  tn  Munich  tins 
weekend  lor  what  Christie 
says  will  br  his  last  appear- 
ance in  a British  vest. 

Financially.  Christie's  ab- 
sence benefited  the  athletes  in 
Helsinki  as  his  HO, 000 
(£21.000'  appearance  fee  was 
diverted  into  bums  munev 
for  other  events.  Bui  Freder- 
icks. who  ran  s.BTwc  here  last 
yisir.  miss’d  the  incvntKv  for 
braakinn  9-W.  In  raid  rrnri 
windr  conditions  he  won  in 
lu.on,  bcatimt  Tim  Mbntttom 
erv  of  the  t*s  by  0 W, 

Steve  Back  lev  gave  Britain 
some  cheer  when  he  beat  the 
Olympic  javelin  champion 
Jan  Zelesny  wttik  a throw  of 
87.96  metres,  and  Mark  Rich- 
nrdson  of  Windsor  won  the 
toom  in  i-i.Oi,  his  best  time  of 
the  your.  Although  easing  up 
nt  the  finish,  he  beat  his  team’ 
| mate  l wan  Thomas  by  eight 
metres. 

It  is  a sign  of  Britain's 
strength  in  depth  in  this  disci- 
pline that  Richardson  and 
Thomas,  both  members  of 
Britain's  Olympic  silver- 
modal  4x4tnm  relay  team, 
have  been  overlooked  for  the 
individual  spot  in  Munich  in 
favour  of  Roger  Blark. 

Lia  McCoIgan  has  aluin 
doned  her  plan  to  compete  in 
the  10.000m  in  Athens  be- 
cause she  wants  to  concen- 
trate on  her  mamthon  career. 
The  Scot  the  work!  lo.ooom 
champion  in  1991  and  Brit- 
ain's most  successful  female 
distance  runner,  is  recover- 
ing from  an  operation  to 
remove  a cyst  from  her  back. 


Fixtures 


(7.30  uni  are  Kami) 

Rugby  League 

AIIIAHCM  CHAMMOKSMPl  CaMvd 
v Faa6taraUQK  Wvrtngwi  v HuH  kr. 
nrat  Plvtahmi  Letgn  v Hunstal  Svoond 
Wvteteiu  Donegal  Bf  v LariCO  Lyra:  Hutf- 
darafleto  v RacMota;  Praacoi  v Blackpool. 

• Leatfa  Uniiari  have  completed  Ilia 
signing  of  tha  Portuguese  Undor-21 
International  Bruno  Rtriarlo  Irani  Vitoria 
Betubal.  The  leit-slOad  mhHetaer  Bn 
home  immMlaiefy  oner  clinching  the 
ESOftOOO.  tour -year  deaL  He  Is  Graham's 
fourth  aian  mar  starring,  nnowtog  David 
Robertson.  Jimmy  Hresetbatuk  and  Aif- 
Inge  Haaiand  to  Bland  Road. 

• The  DatroH  RM  Wings'  Russian  icn 
hockey  detenceman  Viadtnrir  Konstantinov 
remains  hi  a coma  wUh  hood  miuiles 
sustained  in  last  Friday's  car  crash,  wrltos 
Vfe  aucMder.  Doctors,  who  soy  ha  has  a 
dHtwa  Injury  urtuch  may  be  detrilHaling. 
rerred  Ms  leam-mstss  that  me  sHrjtn 
laclal  reaction  when  ovoy  ptxyed  Queen’s 
"We  Are  the  Champkns"  In  his  noapual 
room  did  not  necessarily  signify  e rapid 
recovery.  Thai  song  was  btastad  over  the 
Joe  Lotas  Arena's  loudspmksrs  12  days 
ago  when  Detroit  beat  Philadelphia  tn  the 
Stanley  Cup  final  and  Konstantinov  held 
the  trophy  aloft. 


Ice  Hockey 


Panthers  sign 
Canadian  four 


WcBattfwktor 


Nottingham  Panthers 
have  signed  the  former 
Canadian  national  team  for- 
ward Kraig  Nlenhuis  from 
the  Slovenian  champions 
Olimpija  Ljubljana,  plus  the 
Canadian  trio  erf  Jamie  Leach, 
Jeff  Sebastian  and  Jim  Math- 
leson  from  Sheffield,  Man- 
chester and  Newcastle 
respectively. 

Meanwhile  Manchester 
Storm's  new  coach  Kurt 
Kleinendorst  continues  to 
rebuild  his  squad.  He  has 
signed  Stefan  Ketola  and  Mi- 
kael Wiklander.  Swedes  from 
the  German  first  division  side 
Timmendorf,  and  Dominic 
Maltais,  Kevin  Hoffman  and 
Rick  Judson  from  teams  in 
America's  East  Coast  Hockey 
League. 
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WILLIE  CARSON 


NOT  EVERYTHING  IN  BLACK  AND  WHITE  MAKES  SENSE. GUINNESS 
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Henman hangs on 
to  snatch  dogfight 


Soccer 


Stephen  Plorioy 


TIM  HENMaN,  grimly 
struggling  to  recap- 
ture the  zest  and  flair 
which  thrust  him  into 
the  world's  top  20,  readied 
the  quarter-finals  of  the  Not- 
tingham Open  yesterday  with 
a 6-4, 6-7, 7-6  victory  over  the 
Australian  ATP  Tour  veteran 
Richard  Fromberg. 

"Hopefully  it  could  Jdck- 
start  an  improvement,” 
the  Briton,  who  again  having 
done  the  bard  work,  allowed 
his  opponent  back  into  the 
match  ‘TPs  frustrating  when 
yon  think  you  have  the  match 
under  control.  All  of  a sudden 
it  became  a dogfight” 
Fromherg,  a 27-year-old 
Tasmanian,  has  a reputation 
for  never  giving  up,  although  I 
-after  the  French  Open,  where 
like  Henman  he  lost  in  the 
first  round,  he  arrived  in 
Britain  with  a badly 
shoulder  and  was  nnaM*>  to 
play  at  all  for  over  a week. 

Henman,  who  reached  the 
last  eight  here  last  year  prior 
to  his  run  to  the  Wimbledon 
quarter-finals,  began  well  and 
led  6-4, 4-2.  Then,  as  in  previ- 
ous matches  since  h<n  elbow 
operation,  he  was  unable  to 
finish  off  his  opponent 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that 


he  Is  striving  like  fUry  to  get 
his  game  back  into  ghnpn  The 
sweat  was  literally  dripping 
off  his  chin  as  he  chased  over 
the  grass  court,  and  the  strain 
GfttaU  was  dearly  etched  on 
hisfhce. 

His  first  serve  too  often  nes- 
ted impotently  into  the  net 
and,  having  been  broken  to 
ti-fce  only  just  managed  to 
now  it  the  next  time,  saving 
two  set  points. 

Fromberg,  for  all  his 
shoulder  problems,  was  serv- 
mg  tar  better  than  Henman 
and  won  the  first  tie-break  9-7 
with  an  ace.  “At  the  begin- 
ning erf  the  third  set  I had  no 
real  idea  where  he  was  going 
to  serve,"  Henman  admitted. 

The  Nottingham  crowd  were 
so  hehfnrt  Henman  that  they 
cheered  Framberg’s  every  mis- 
take. It  might  have  been  Rome 
with  an  Bahan  playing. 

Henman  responded  in  the 
third  with  so  much  tenacity 
that  you  could  almost  hear 
the  grit  grinding  in  his  wheeL 
Yet  just  when  he  appeared  to 
have  matters  under  control 
once  more,  Fromberg  riigmnn. 
tied  his  serve  and  held  his 
own  for  a 4-2  lead. 

Henman  was  beginning  to 
look  dejected  but  he  battled 
on.  Suddenly,  as  Fromberg 
served  for  die  match,  it  was 
his  turn  to  crumble  and  two 


awful  errors  cost  him  his 
chance. 

It  was  the  turning  point 
«et  out”  Henman  yelled  at  a 
ball  that  flew  over  his 

shoulder  and  beyond  the  base- 

une.  He  was  fired  up,  with 
Fromberg  having  to  save  a 
match  point  an  his  own  serve. 

In  the  second  tie-break  Hen- 
man rushed  into  a 6-1  lead  be- 
fore a dreadful  forehand  vol- 
ley miss  at  5-2  gave  Fromberg 
reason  to  suppose  he  might 
yet  stick  his  hand  in  the 
flames  and  grab  the  fat  But 
Henman's  nerve  held.  Just 
Henman,  having  lost  early 
at  Queen's,  took  a wild  card 
for  Nottingham  to  get  more 
match  practice  and  help 
restore  his  confidence.  Out  of 
adversity  may  yet  come  Wim- 
bledon strength,  but  it  cur- 
1 renfly  looks  touch  and  go. 

This  was  the  British  No.  l’a 
eighth  match,  and  his  fourth 
win,  since  a surgeon  removed 
pieces  of  floating  bone  from 
his  right  elbow  In  March. 
Today  he  plays  South  Africa’s 
Grant  Stafford,  who  yester- 
day defeated  Holland's  Jan 
Siemerink 

In  the  evening  foe  British 
No.  2 Greg  Rusedski  contin- 
ued his  current  run  of  impres- 
sive form  with  a 6-4.  7-6  vic- 
tory over  Australia’s  doubles 
specialist  Mark  Woodforde. 
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Majoli  mauls  officials 
over  centre-court  snu 


..53S* 


JMl 


Richard  Jago 
at  Eastbourne 

THE  French  Open  cham- 
pion Iva  Majoli 
launched  a bitter  attack 
on  both  foe  Women’s  Tennis 
Association  and  the  tourna- 
ment director  here  after  her 
Paris  triumph  was  followed 
by  an  immediate  exit  from  the 
Direct  Line  Insurance  Cham- 
pionships yesterday. 

Angry  at  not  being  given  a 
Centre  Court  mwtrh  after  con- 
quering the  world  No.  1 Mar- 
tina Hingis  in  foe  Roland  Gar- 
ros final,  the  19-year-old 
Croatian  was  beaten  6-2,  7-5 
by  an  opponent  ranked  36th 
in  foe  world,  foe  Belarussian 
Natasha  Zvereva. 

Only  briefly,  when  coming 
from  2-4  in  foe  second  set  to 
5-5,  did  the  third  seed  find 
any  rhythm  on  a surface 
which  is  alien  to  her.  Later 
she  insisted  on  reversing  foe 
roles  at  a press  conference  by  , 
asking  the  first  question. 


“Can  anyone  tell  me  who  is 
the  French  Open  champion?’’ 
On  being  answered,  Majoli 
said:  “Well,  can  you  tell  foe 
WTA  to  have  more  respect  for 
me  then.” 

She  cited  lack  of  atmosphere 
and  the  lesser  quality  of  foe 
court  as  two  reasons  for  her 
defeat  “If  my  dog  had  won  the 
French  Open  he  should  have 
been  put  in  foe  mam  stadium. 
The  WTA  doesn't  care  and  foe 
tournament  director  doesn’t 
care,  ft’s  so  disappointing  but  I 
guess  this  tournament  doesn’t 
mean  a lot  to  me.” 

That  sentiment  might  have 
been  deduced  from  Majoli’s 
grass-court  record.  She  has 
won  only  four  times-  cm  this 
surface  and  has  yet  to  win  a 
match  at  Wimbledon.  It  was 
therefore  thought  that  bigger 
Centre  Court  attractions 
would  be  foe  two  top  seeds, 
Monica  Seles  and  Jana  No- 
votna, and  foe  all-m-shiny- 
white  Venus  Williams. 

•*I  was  advised  fey  foe  WTA 
tour  director  and  foe  tourna- 


ment referee  and  I agreed 
with  the  advice  I got,”  foe 
championships'  director 
George  Hendon  explained. 

Zvereva  sow  meets  Natha- 
lie TauziaL  who  recovered 
tenaciously  from  2-4  in  foe 
final  set  to  win  6-3,  5-7,  6-4 
against  Williams. 

Tauztat  was  given  a code 
warning  for  illegal  coaching 
at  4-4  in  foe  final  set  Before 
her  objections  could  gather 
force,  the  tournament  referee 
Ann  Jones  stepped  forward  to 
say:  “It  has  been  going  on  for 
some  while.” 

Williams  was  within  a 
point  of  a 3-0  final-set  lead  but 
foe  17-year-old  missed  foe 
chance  by  failing  to  return  a 
Tauziat  second  serve. 

Thomas  M11R*pr  has  pulled 
out  of  Wimbledon.  The  sixth 
seed,  who  has  yet  to  win  a 
match  at  foe  Championships, 
complained  of  a hip  injury 
apparently  suffered  at  Rosma- 
len.  Also  out  is  Jennifer  Ca- 
priati, who  injured  a leg  in 
Roma 


m 


Perfect  view  • , , spectators  watch  Arantxa  Sanchez  Vicario  in  action  at  Eastbourne  photograph,  graham chaovmck 


Rangers 

sign 

third 

Italian 

RusseU  Thomas 


RANGERS  made  another 
raid  on  the  foreign  mar- 
ket yesterday  when 
they  signed  a third  Italian, 
tbe  Perugia  striker  Marco 
Negri,  for  £3.7  million. 

Negri,  26,  who  has  signed  a 
four-year  contract,  swifUy  fol- 
lows two  fellow  countrymen 
into  lbrox  after  Walter  Smith 
captured  the  defenders  Lor- 
enzo Amoroso  and  Sergio 
Porrini. 

But  the  Scottish  champions 
may  fall  to  tempt  a foreign 
Ron  I keeper,  the  Dutchman 
Oscar  Moens,  after  two  (lays 
of  talks  ended  with  his  Tuturc 
unresolved.  The  £4  million- 
rated  AZ  Alkmaor  goalkeeper 
is  likely  to  join  Real  Madrid. 

The  German  defender  Mar- 
kus Babbel  has  denied  that 
his  projected  £5  million  move 
to  Manchester  United  broke 
down  because  or  greedy  wage 
demands  and  accused  the 
English  champions  of  using 
him  as  a bargaining  chip  fur 
other  deals. 

The  Bayern  Munich  player 
said  United  were  “using  me 
as  a decoy  tn  order  to  be  able 
to  negotiate  with  another 
player.  They  got  cold  feet  and 
let  foe  transfer  fall  through". 

He  added:  “I  am  being  por- 
trayed everywhere  as  a 
money-grabber  and  that's 
really  not  what  I'm  like." 

Junlnho  will  definitely  be- 
come an  Atletico  Madrid 
player,  according  to  the  Span- 
ish club’s  coach  Radomir 
Antic.  "Juninho  is  attracted 
to  our  new  plans  and  that  will 
be  the  key  which  in  the  end 
brings  him  to  us."  he  said. 

The  Brazilian,  back  home 
in  Sao  Paulo,  appeared  not  so 
sure.  “Atletico  and  Real  Bet  is 
are  interested  but  i have  no 
idea  how  things  are  develop- 
ing. I believe  it  is  just  a case 
of  which  one  will  meet  Mid- 
dlesbrough’s asking  price.”  It 
is  believed  that  Boro  have  cut 
the  fee  from  £12.5  million  to 
about  £9  mill  inn 


England  Youth  2 
Ivory  Coast  1 

Shepherd 
gets  the  nod 


Sport  in  brief  Golf 


Boxing 


Joanne  Morley  of  Britain  and 
Amy  Alcott  from  the  United 
States  took  full  advantage  of 
ideal  conditions  to  soore  five- 
under-par  67s  In  the  opening 
round  of  the  Evian  Masters  in 
France.  They  lead  by  one 
stroke  from  Yorkshire’s  Ali- 
son Nicholas,  with  Japan’s 
Hiromi  Kobayashl  on  69. 
Laura  Davies,  chasing  a third 
consecutive  title,  three-putted 
three  times  in  a disappointing 
74,  finishing  the  day  along- 
side the  US  Open  champion 
Annika  Sorenstam. 

Cycling 

Six  wild-card  teams  have 
been  added  to  the  16  selected 
by  their  rankings  for  the  Tour 
de  France.  Lotto-Moblspar  of 
Belgium,  Kelme-Costa  Blanca 
of  Spain,  Mercatone  Uno  of 
Italy,  US  Postal  Service  and 
the  French  teams  Mutuelle  de 
Seine’ et  Marne  and  Big  Mat- 
Aubervilliers  93  will  start  In 
Roden  on  July  5.  _ - 

Rugby.  Union 

Jonathan- --’Humphreys  has 
pulled  out  of  the  Wales  four  of 
North  America  this  month 
wtfo  a pelvic  inftay . The  for- 
mer captain's  squad  place  for 
thnsix-mafch,  three-Test  tour 
Is . taken,  by  tbe  Swansea 
hooker  Garin  Jenkins. 


Woosnam  out  to  topple 
Monty  as  Europe’s  No.  1 


Rugby  League 


Michael  Britton  in  Stuttnart 

IAN  WOOSNAM  aims  to  rub 
salt  into  Colin  Montgomer- 
ie’s wounds  when  foe  German 
Open  begins  at  foe  Schloss 
Nlppenburg  -Club  today. 
While  Montgomerie  rests 
from  Ms  US  Open  labours,  the 
Welshman  continues  his 
quest  to  deny  foe  Scot  a re- 
cord fifth  successive  Euro- 
pean No.  1 title. 

Woosnam  became  a serious 
threat  when  he  won  the  PGA 
title  at  Wentworth  last  month 
to  go  top  of  the  Volvo  rank- 
ings. A third  victory  of  foe 
season  on  the  course  where 
he  was  20  under  par  and  won 
by  six  strokes  last  year  would 
give  him  further  impetus. 

The  former  Masters  cham- 
pion came -close  last  year  but ; 
fettered  because  of  a recur- 
rence of  back  trouble-  He  be- 
lieves he  has  found  the. 
answer,  a copper  bracelet  on 
his  right  wrist  “It  is  sup- 
posed to  be  good  for  rheuma- 
tism and  arthritis  and  only 
twice,  during  foe  last  six 
weeks  have  I had  a bad  back,” 
he  said,  "and'  that  was  be- 
cause 1 lifted  suitcases” 


Although  he  felled  to  sur- 
vive the  halfway  cut  in  the  US 
Open,  his  only  worry  is  his 
driving.  ‘1  found  foe  Congres- 
sional course  very  difficult 
because  all  tbe  tee  shots  were 
Just  straight  and  I did  not  feel 
confident  with  the  driver,"  he 
said.  “Here  1 can  shape  my 
shots  better  and  if  I hit  a wide 
I can  get  away  with  it.” 

Fbr  the  top  prize  of  £116,000 
he  will  have  to  beat  Bernhard 
Langer.  who  won  tbe  Italian 
Open  and  Benson  and  Hedges 
title  in  successive  weeks  and 
is  seeking  his  10th  European 
Tour  win  cm  home  soil,  and 
Coetantino  Rocca.  Both  are 
recovering  from  injury. 

Langer,  who  designed  the 
course  and  has  toughened  it 
with  new  tees  and  bunkers  in 
the  past  year,  also  lasted  only 
36  holes  In  Maryland.  “In 
hindsight  I should  not  have 
gone  there  after  my  muscle 
spasm  In  Hamburg,"  he  said. 

• There  are  a record  2,133  en- 
tries for  next  mouth's  Open 
f!fa|wptnrwh  Ip  at  Royal  TTOOI1, 
215  more  than-  last  year’s  re- 
cord. An  extra  venue,  North- 
amptonshire -County,  lias  been 
provided  for  foe  regional  qual- 
ifying stage  an  July  7. 


aSusr?e“e  Tallis  let  off  with  a warning 

C™.8  for"  Paul  Rtznatrick 1 °“t  post-mortems  on  | in  the  Rugby  Footbal 

mer  Southern  Area  three  nlavers  killed  on  the  T.Aaoi.»‘«  boar*  nf 


Wmer  Southern  Area 
cruise rweight  champion, 
was  “critical  hot  stable” 
yesterday  after  emergency 
surgery  to  remove  a blood 
clot  from  his  brain,  writes 
John  Bawling. 

Henry,  30,  collapsed  after 
being  rescued  by  the  refer- 
ee in  the  last  round  of  a 
gruelling  fight  with  Domi- 
1 nic  Negus  at  the  Grundy 
I Park  leisure  centre  In  Che- 
sfaunt  on  Tuesday  night.  It 
was  only  his  seventh  pro- 
fessional fight.  The  rest  of 
the  bill  was  cancelled. 

After  emergency  treat-, 
ment  in  the  ring,  Henry 
was  rushed  to  the  closest 
neurological  unit,  at  Old- 
church  Hospital  in  Rom- 
ford. and  underwent  a 2‘A- 
hour  operation. 

“We’re  all  devastated,” 
said  his  manager,  tbe  for- 
mer heavyweight  Jess  Har- 
ding, who  with  promoter 
Frank  Maloney  kept  an  all- 
night  vigil  at  foe  hospital. 

“Everybody  is  hoping 
and  praying  that  he  will 
make  a foil  recovery/’  said 
the  British  Boxing  Board 
secretary  John  Morris. 


THE  credibility  of  the 
Australian  Super 
League's  disciplinary 
system  was  called  into  ques- 
tion yesterday  when  foe  Bris- 
bane Broncos  forward  Gordon 
Tallis  was  only  warned  for 
his  assault  on  Wigan’s  prop 
Terry  O'Connor  in  Monday's 
World  Club  Championship 
match  in  Brisbane. 

Tallis  landed  a flurry  of 
punches  to  the  head  before 
O’Connor,  who  bad  angered 
him  by  prodding  him  in  the 
chest  at  a ruck,  retaliated. 
Both  were  sent  to  the  sin-bin 
for  10  minutes  by  foe  Austra- 
lian referee  Bill  Harrigan.  an 
inadequate  response  and  foe  < 
low  point  of  a poor  perfor- 1 
mance  by  the  Sydney  official..  . 

Television  replays  showed 
that  Tallis  threw  at  least  half  a 
rimwi  punches.  Jeff  Stalling 
Sky's  anchorman,  said:  "He’s 
thrown  more  punches  than  Joe 
Bugner  threw  in  his  career.” 

Dr  Jim  Gwynne,  a Brisbane 
forensic  pathologist  who 
watched  the  game  on  televi- 
sion, condemned  foe  assault. 
Gwynne,  who  said  he  had  car- 


ried out  post-mortems  on 
three  players  killed  on  the 
football  field,  said  three  of 
Tallis's  Mows  were  poten- 
tially fetal  “Players  have  to 
realise  what  damage  punches 
can  cause.”  he  said. 

Wigan  are  privately  seeth- 
ing at  this  example  of  le- 
niency but  do  not  want  to  be 
accused  of  whingelng. 

The  Australians'  treatment 
of  Tallis  contrasted  markedly 
with  that  of  foe  Oldham  for- 
ward Paul  Davidson,  banned 
for  three  games  for  allegedly 
biting  tbe  arm  of  North 
Queensland’s  Ian  Dunemann. 

Davidson  protested  his  in- 
nocence but  foe  hearing  ac- 
cepted Dunemann’s  version 
though  he  admitted  he  had 
not  seen  Davidson  biting  him. 
“But  he  was  the  only  Oldham 
bloke  involved,”  be  said. 

**My  mouth  might  have 
been  open  and  the  frarce  of  foe 
tackle  might  have  made  his 
arm  crane  across  me,  but  in 
no  way  did  my  jaws  clench 
and  bite  anyone,”  said  David- 
son. Oldham  are  uncertain 
about  appealing  for  fear  of  foe 
penalty  being  increased. 

Keighley  Cougars  plan  to 
table  a vote  of  no  confidence 


in  the  Rugby  Football 
League's  board  of  directors 
after  a reduction  In  their 
share  of  the  monthly  pay-outs 
from  the  £87  million  News 
Corporation  contract. 

The  First  Division  club  say 
they  have  been  left  short  of 
money  to  pay  players  and 
staff  after  the  RFL  withheld 
£21,000  of  the  £50.000  they  had 
been  expecting  this  month. 
“What  they  have  done  is  un- 
fair. irresponsible,  unconsti- 
tutional and  bordering  on  foe 
incompetent.”  said  Mike 
Smith,  a club  director. 

Prize-money  is  based  on  a 
scale  starting  at  £600,000  for 
foe  eventual  champions  and 
falling  by  £50.000  for  each 
place.  Keighley.  Initially  as- 
sessed to  finish  second  this 
season,  are  currently  fourth. 

Roy  Waudby.  RFL  vice- 
chairman  and  the  board's  fi- 
nancial director,  said:  “We 
have  made  a judgment  that . 
for  foe  next  seven  months 
their  payment  will  be  based 
on  them  finishing  fifth.  Even 
their  own  budgets  are  based 
cm  them  finishing  fifth.  We 
have  told  them  we  can  make 
any  necessary  corrections  in 
foe  middle  of  next  month.” 


Christian  Bright 
in  Johor  Baharu 

IF  ENGLAND  have  not  used 
up  all  their  luck  at  one  go, 
they  may.  with  similar  bless- 
ings to  those  they  enjoyed  in 
foe  Larkin  Stadium  here  in 
Malaysia  last  night,  go  on  to 
capture  foe  Coca-Cola  World 
Youth  Cup  for  foe  first  time. 

England,  opening  their  pro- 
gramme in  Group  F,  survived 
a pounding  from  the  flamboy- 
ant Ivory  Coast  in  the  first 
half  on  a surface  saturated  by 
a tropical  thunderstorm. 

England  were  reeling.  Yet 
their  manager  Ted  Powell 
later  claimed:  “We  dominated 
midfield.”  Well,  perhaps  they 
did  to  a meagre  extent  in  the 
second  half,  when  foe  combi- 
nation of  foe  heavy  pitch  and 
a defence  reinforced  by  Ips- 
wich’s Kieron  Dyer  dropping 
back  from  midfield  eventu- 
ally took  its  toll  on  foe  Ivor- 
ians’ improvisation. 

England’s  start  could  not 
have  been  more  promising. 
Serge  Gogoua’s  fifth-minute 
foul  on  James  Carragher  led  to 
foe  England  player's  Liverpool 
team-mate  Michael  Owen  slot- 
ting home  the  penalty. 

Then  a routine  comer,  and 
Souleymane  Cisse  headed 
into  foe  unguarded  England 
net  to  bring  Ivory  Const  level 
after  22  minutes. 

as  foe  frantic  pace  sagged, 
the  lively  Owen  forced  a cor- 
ner in  foe  66th  minute,  foe 
substitute  Ritchie  Hum- 
phreys took  it  and  Paul  Shep- 
herd met  the  kick  with  a deci- 
sive downward  header.  It  was 
an  injustice  but  England  were 
not  complaining. 
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SportsGwumah 


Lord’s  day  for  Australia 


Do  I hear  a bid 


that  I won  as  an  amateur  have 
been  presented  to  the  All  Eng- 
land dub,  along  with  all  my 
L medals,  and  they  are  there  and 
always  will  be.  for  everyone  to 
see,  for  perpetuity.*' 

Not  any  more  they  won't 
Penny  was  quoted  last  week  as 
saying  that  erecting  the  gates 
and  a statue  “was  all  a bit  too 
late  when  they  finally  realised 
Fred  was  an  asset  to  British 
tennis".  Though  blessing  the 
sinner  who  repeuteth,  she  was 
nevertheless  dead  right 
Fifty  years  earlier,  having 
turned  a cartwheel  before 
vaulting  the  net  to  shake 
hands  with  the  defeated  Jack 
Crawford,  Perry  was  treated 
chamoltaggTy  hy  Hip  club.  The 
evening  newspaper  placards 
were  already  on  every 
London  street  comer,  jubi- 
lantly announcing  simply 
FRED,  by  the  time  Perry  was 
having  a post-match  soak. 

‘T  was  the  proudest  bloke  in 
a bath-tub  anywhere  In  Eng- 
land,” he  said,  even  after  over- 
hearing the  AH  England  big- 
wig  Bramc  HH1  yard 
congratulate  the  Australian 
Crawford  with  the  words, 
“This  was  a day  when  the 
right  man  didn't  win." 

Then,  dripping  from  his 
bath.  Perry  found  the  champi- 
on’s honorary  AH  England 
Chib  tie  simply  thrown  over 
his  locker-room  chair.  “The 
tie  was  Just  dropped  for  me  to 
find,”  he  recalled-  “No  mem- 
ber even  said  ‘Congratula- 
tions.’ Instead  of  Fred  J Perry 
the  champ,  I felt  like  Fred  J 
Mnggs  the  chimp. 

*1  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  been 
so  angry  in  my  life.  That 
stuck-up  attitude  really  hurt” 
No  matter  that  he  was  the 
first  English  winner  since 
1909,  Wimbledon  was  af- 
fronted that  a working-class 
son  afaformer  cotton-mill 
spinner  turned  Labour  MP — 
and  from  Stockport,  what  is 
more — should  be  leading  Us 
snooty  parade. 

JL  S ESQUIRE  magazine 
#\  reported  that  year, 

"If  s the  most  snob- 
# mbish  centre  of  sport  in 
the  world.  The  members  of  the 
Holy  of  Holies  resent  a poor 
boy  withouta  Varsity  back- 
ground yanking  himself  to  the 
front  Extraordinary  people!" 

Many  of  them  remain  so,  64 
years  an,  as  Perry’s  widow  is 
nicely  pricking  their  pomp- 
ous presumptions  of  posses- 
sion. If  they  want  the  stuff 
they  will  have  to  pay  for  it 
she  insists.  "I  don’t  owe  Wim- 
bledon anything.  They  didn't 
do  much  for  Fred  for  a long 
time. 

"They  didn't  believe  I would 
do  this,  and  if  s totally  their 
fault  if  they  don’t  get  what 
they  want  at  the  auction.’’ 

So  come  along,  chaps.  Pay 
up.  or  itn  be  going,  going, 
gone . . . 


Netted  without  being  baited . . . Australia’s  Steve  Waugh,  Brendon  Julian  and  Ricky  Pouting  wakp  the  most  of  some  last-minute  practice  at  Lord's  yesterday  photograph.- tom  jenkjns 
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Gray  and  Platt  set  for  the  hot  seats 


Ian  Ross  sees  Everlon  and  Southampton  ready  to  make 
bold  managerial  appointments  with  untested  men 


THE  Immediate  futures 
of  Everton  and  South- 
ampton seem  likely  to 
be  placed  in  youthful, 
inexperienced  hands  this'| 
weekend  with  the  installation 
or  Andy  Gray  at  Goodison 
Park  and  of  David  Platt  at 
The  Dell- 

Bo  th  clubs  will  hope  such 


bold  appointments  will  bear 
out  the  theory  that  great  play- 
ers do  occasionally  make 
great  managers. 

Platt,  31,  emerged  yesterday 
as  the  most  likely  successor 
to  Graeme  Souness  when  it 
was  revealed  that  he  had  dis- 
cussed the  possibility  of  mov- 
ing into  management  last 


week  when  he  met  Southamp- 
ton’s chairman  Rupert  Lowe 
in  the  Caribbean. 

Lowe,  having  been  con- 
demned by  some  supporters 
when  Souness  resigned  four 
weeks  ago,  wants  to  appoint  a 
manager  of  elevated  profile 
and  charisma  In  the  hope  of 
placating  disillusioned  Saints. 


With  Southampton  seem- 
ingly willing  to  pay  Arsenal 
£2  million,  and  Platt  ready  to 
end  his  rather  Ill-fated  High- 
bury career,  a deal  may  be 
struck  within  48  hours. 

Interestingly,  the  man 
Southampton  would  like  to 
oversee  Platt  the  fledgling 
managpr  is  La wrle  McM en- 
emy, who  resigned  as  the 
club's  director  of  football 
within  hours  of  Souness’s  de- 
parture. Although  the  separa- 
tion was  acrimonious,  a 


BAD  LIGHT 


PLAY 


reconciliation  Is  now 
probable. 

Piatt  joined  Arsenal  from 
Sampdoria  in  a £4.75  million 
deal  almost  two  years  ago.  but 
a combination  of  injuries  and 
the  dismissal  of  the  man  who 
signed  him,  Bruce  Rloch,  dra- 
matically reduced  his  effec- 
tiveness. If  he  does  accept 
Southampton’s  invitation,  he 
win  do  ao  in  the  role  of 
player-manager  on  a five-year 
contract  worth  an  estimated 
£1.5  million. 

Having  lost  five  managers 
In  five  years  Southampton,  as 
Lowe  swiftly  conceded,  need 
stability.  “With  everything 
that  has  happened,  and  the 
unrest  in  the  past  few  years, 
it  is  important  for  us  to  make 
an  appointment  which  looks 
to  the  future." 

He  said  that  one  option  was 
“a  young  player-manager 
who  can  lead  the  club  for- 
wards. It  will  mean  the  ap- 
pointment of  a father  figure  to 
work  alongside  him.’’ 

Everton  are  likely  to  offer 
Gray  the  chance  to  swap  fan- 
tasy football  management 
with  Sky  television  for  the 
real  thing.  The  41 -year-old 
pundit  would  definitely  ac- 
cept an  invitation  to  return  to 
the  club  whom  he  served  mar- 


vellously as  a player  more 
than  a decade  ago. 

Gray  is  poised  to  step  back 
into  football’s  mainstream  as 
Evertou’s  fifth  manager  in 
only  seven  years  after 
apparently  coming  out  on  top 
in  Merseyside's  own  leader- 
ship battle. 

The  former  Scotland  for- 
ward may  have  edged  out 
Howard  Kendall,  the  manager 
of  Sheffield  United  who  was 
ready  to  assume  control  at 
Goodison  for  a third  time. 

Kendall  met  the  Everton 
chairman  Peter  Johnson  yes- 
terday and,  though  he  pre- 
sented an  impressive  case,  it 
is  believed  the  appointment  of 
Gray  wfll  be  all  but  rubber- 
stamped  at  a directors’  meet- 
ing tonight 

Gray  is  on  a golfing  break 
in  Spain  but  is  expected  to  Oy 
home  shortly  to  discuss  per- 
sonal terms.  His  first  target  as 
he  seeks  to  strengthen  Ever- 
ton’s  squad  wfi!  be  the  Aston 
Villa  striker  Dwight  Yorke. 

• Bobby  Robson’s  right-hand 
man  at  Barcelona  confirmed 
last  night  that  both  be  and  the 
former  England  manager  are 
on  their  way  out  of  the  club. 
Jose  Mourinho  said:  "Like 
Bobby,  I win  be  leaving  Bar- 
celona on  June  30.” 


1 A fflMBLEDOI 
% §\'M  in  blazers  v 
1#  W anxiously  v 
- V V and  flutteri 


Nbods 
blazers  will  be 
anxiously  winking 
and  fluttering  their 
catalogues  at  the  auctioneer 
when  the  late  great  Fred 
Fenys.  trophies  and  memen- 
toes come  under  the  hammer 
at  Christie's  tomorrow. 

. - A dozen  years  before  his 
death  in  1995  at  the  age  of  84. 
Perry  lent  these  baubles  to  the 
ATI  England  Ohih  for  display 

at  the  Wimbledon  Museum. 

He  thought  theywould  be  . 
there  for  ever,  but  now  his 
widow  Bobby  and  daughter 
Penny  are  selling  them  all  off. 

•“Why  not?  Wimbledon's 
never  done  anything  for  me,” 
declares  Bobby,  who  says  she 
has  to  “put  up  a big  fight  every 
year  just  to  get  a couple  of 
tickets  for  the  tennis”. 

Nor  did  Wimbledon  do  very 
much  for  Perry  himself  when 
he  won  three  successive  “gen- 
tiemen’s  singles"  titles  in  the 
mid-1980s.  In  those  days,  you 
see,  the  AH  England  dub 
did  not  consider  Fred  offi- 
cially^ gentleman. 

Tomorrow's  sale  will  rattle 
skeletons.  Perry's  unique  sil- 
ver stockpile  is  e^peetedto 
fetch  about  £200,000.  Penny 
says  the  job  lot  was  offered  to 
Wimbledon  “either  on  a rental 
or  purchase  deal,  but  the  nego- 
tiations came  to  naught”. 

This  seems  a bit  penny- 
pinching  of  the  blazers,  whose 
bill  for  their  players’  whack- 
ing appearance  fees  and  prize- 
money  this  upcoming  fort-  - 
night  will  amount  to  nearly 
£9  million.  Obviously  they 
rate  a couple  of  losing  quarter- 
finalists  higher  than  history 
and  the  memory  of  their 
grandest  home-bora  son. 

One  does  not  know  whether 
to  laugh  or  cry ; to  laugh  at  the 
AH  England  mandarins’  de- 
served come-uppance  for  the 
appallingly  snobbish  treat-  • 
mantofPeh-ybytheirprede- 
cessorsall  those  years  ago.  or 
to  cry  because  Perry  was  so 
proud,  when  all  was  forgiven 
if  not  forgotten,  to  know  that 
hi«  champion’s  memorabilia 
would  remain  on  show  long 
after  he  had  gone. 

When  the  Perry  Gates  and 
his  statue  were  erected  in  1984 
he  pronounced  himself 
"proud  beyond  my  wildest 
Imaginings”,  and  you  knew 


he  surely  was.  In  his  autobiog- 
raphy that  same  year  he 
wrote:  "AH  toe  major  trophies 
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SPORTS 


Whatever  the  outcome  of  the 
Ashes  series ; you're  guaranteed 
hours  of  uninterrupted  play  with 
EA  SPORTS  Cricket  97.  When  the 
real  action  stops  for  lunch  you 
don't  have  to,  as  the  undisputed 
masters  of  the  sports  sim  give  you 
the  chance  to  occupy  the  crease  at 
Lords  from  your  PC.  Richie  Benadd 
and  Ian  Botham  bring  their 
expertise  to  the  commentary  and 
you  can  even  challenge  the 
Chairman  of  Selectors  using  the 
Team  Management  option,  it's  the 
PC  game  you'll  come  back  to  over 
after  over. 


SPORTS 

If  It's  In  the  game. 
It's  in  the  game: 


o 

The 

amazing  life 
of  Gertrude 
Bell,  the 
‘uncrowned 
queen  of 
Iraq’  (once 
described 
as  a ‘rump- 
wagging 
blethering 
ass’). 
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Set  by  Rover 


Across i 

1 A tight  pullover  could  lead 
to  death  in  crew  (1 1) 

9 It  is  applied  to  make  the 
dancer  flashy  (7). 

10  Rather  sad  Eve  with  hair 
entwined  (7) 

11  Leisurely  style  mined  Hur  (9) 

12  Wag  It  used  by  French 

cobblers  to  dog  up  the  j 

works7{5) 

13  They  pick  up  news  from  the  ! 

Arsenal  (4)  < 

14  POWheld  in  ship  kept  going  : 
by  this  {5-5} 

18  Get  a load  of  ammunition! 
Watch  your  back!  (4,6) 

19  Turn  out  a piece  of  footwear 

(4) 

21  Press  trade-off  (5) 

22  It  moves  around  the  desert 
furiously  (9) 


24  Size  of  old  dty  in  Texas, 
perhaps(7) 

28  Guilt  about  TV  Inspector  (7} 
28  Snobbish  foe  softened  by 
gufle{6-5) 

Down 


1 Depression  could  follow  this 
last  prediction  (7,8) 

2 African  state  where  reign  is 
tottering©} 

3 One  who  supplies  drugs  to 

Lab  party!  (7) 

4 Australian  ant-eater  tad  in 
tangled  cane  (7) 

S' Part  of  a churches  changing 
patterns  (8) 

6 Describing  atrout  of 
spectral  hue  {7-8} 

7 Put  on  when  rearing  birds  (6) 

8 A kitchen  utensil  which 

. makes  more  sound  (6) 

IS  What’s  seen  when  scurvy 
knaves  are  collared?  (8) 


16  The  hot  news  coming  from 
Los  Angeles  trial  (6) 

17  BSE,  once  active,  is  foul  (7) 

18  Start  of  material  which  gets 
past  the  press  (3-4) 

20  ‘God  it,  Paddy!’ (6) 

23  Houses  some  Japanese 
. missionaries  (5)  .. 
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